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SACRED LESSONS. 



The Invitation of Jeans. 

Our Lord met with Philip of Bethsaida, and when he 
Baw him he said unto him, Follow me. Why was this in- 
vitation given to Philip? For what purpose did our 
Lord desire his company? He desired Philip to attend 
upon him, with other chosen men, as a disciple, and thus 
to prepare himself for preaching the gospel when Jesus 
should have ascended to heaven. This was providing a 
gr^at benefit for others, but the invitation proposed a 
benefit to Philip himself as great as any which it provided, 
by his means, for others ; for it gave him frequent access 
to the Saviour — ^the opportunity of constantly listening to 
lus instructive discourses — of beholding the extraordinary 
works which proved the mission of Jesus to be divine, and 
of being acted upon by the goodness and sanctity of his 
character ; and thus of learning to live as became a dis- 
eiple of Christ, and of preparing himself for the exalted 
state of happiness and glory which he taught his friends to 
believe in, and await with joy. 

We shall easily perceive that mapy others beside Philip 
have, in effect, been honored with a similar invitation. — 
And who are these ? All the disciples of Jesus, of every 
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2 INVITATION TO JESUS. 

age and country. He says to us as he did to Philip, — ^Fol- 
]^w me. He speaks to the young,— Follow me. He speaks 
to those in the strength and vigour of manhood, — Follow 
me. He speaks to those in advancing life, whose strength 
begins to yield and vigour to diminish, — Follow me. And 
he speaks to the aged, whose toil is nearly done and whose 
steps are tottering, — ^Follow me. Do we wish to know 
his meaning, when he addresses persons of such various 
ages and condition ? How shall the feeble, the manly, and 
the decrepid equally attend upon him ? He desires them 
to follow him in the path of goodness and piety. He de- 
sires them to live religiously in the world, to be obedient 
to all the commandments of God, to endeavour to please 
that exalted Being, to regard him with sincere veneration 
and profound love, and to esteem his favor as their highest 
earthly good. Perhaps it may be said that these importsmt 
things require the attention chiefly of those persons who 
are advanced in life, and approaching the end of their 
days. Their attention is, indeed, required to them— but 
why chiefly ? Is it because their engagements in the 
world are more important than some others, and their ap- 
proach to the end of life much nearer ? To an eye which 
looks upon all the engagements of men at a glance, they 
are not so greatly varied in importance as we are apt to 
imagine ; and there is so much uncertainty in life, that all 
may consider themselves but at a moderate distance from 
the grave. And it must be remembered that all the teach- 
ings of Jesus, are to the end, that every situation of life, 
and every age of it, have their duties, to be attended to 
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and performed with care and zeal, and in obedience to the 
divine will. 

If» then, the yoong are disposed to consider themselves 
free from obligations of this kind, and would leKve to 
others all attention to serious and religious affairs, we 
would affectionately admonish them of their error, and re- 
mind them of their Saviour's invitation, and place before 
them their Saviour's example. Is it, indeed, true, that the 
young are not required to be obedient to God? Have 
they no interest in religion ? Is there nothing in its duties 
to occupy their time and to do them good? Are they in- 
capable of feeling the excitement of its motives? Know 
diey so little of life as not to comprehend the meaning of 
eternal life in heaven ? Let them not give a hasty answer 
to these important questions. Let them reflect a little 
while, and they will be aware of the necessity of leading a 
religious life, and of being as willing as any on whom Jesus 
calls to obey his summons. 

It may be allowed that the duties of the young are not 
of the same magnitude as those of persons of mature age. 
There is a difference in degree, and no more than thils. 
But they are enjoined by the same sacred authority which 
appoints the duties of every human being : and it is enough 
for the young to feel this and understand it, to make them 
apply themselves seriously to every thing which is expect- 
ed from them. Are they living in the home of their 
parents? What a variety of things, to which they should 
attend, is suggested by the very name of home ! They are 
living with brothers or sisters, members of the same fa- 
mily ; and. they are enjoying the protection, the care, and 
the support of those who have given them birth. To 

b2 



4 UrnTATIOK to JB6U«. 

speak of brofli^rs aad sisters, is to call to mind the affile- 
tion which should subsist between all who are so closely 
connected together. It calls up ideas of kindness, mutual 
forbearance and lore— -ideas of peace and concord — ^ideas 
of mutual endeavours to make home a scene of smiling joj 
and hope, and to fill the breasts of parents with delight 
towards their children and gratitude to God. Happy the 
young, who give life to such a picture ! We have spoken 
of their duties-^^these, then, are their duties. They should 
avoid every thing which is likely to give pain or sorrow to 
the other members of their circle. They should take more 
pleasure in gratifying a brother or a sister, than in pro* 
curing their own gratification. They should be exceed- 
ingly careful not to be guilty of meanness or deception— 
not to be artful or cruel — ^not to indulge a quarrelsome 
disposition— not to give others cause for disliking and 
avoiding them. They have the ability of making their 
home a sad, a quarrelsome, and a miserable spot---or a 
cheerful, an harmonious, and a lovely abode ; and who can 
hesitate between these two extremes ? What youthfdl 
bosom but beats with the warm desire to be the means of 
securing for his family domestic concord and domestio 
happiness ! 

We will remind the young, that they have parents. But 
we can scarcely tell how much they owe them of gratitude 
and obedience. It will not be easy to describe what pa- 
rents undertake and perform for their offspring, from the 
first moment of infant life till the tie, which binds them 
together, is severed by the hand of death. How many 
anxious days — how many sleepless nights ! What watch- 
ings by the sick-'bed*— what endurings'of infant petulance-^ 
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what fears and sorrows, caused by early imprudence and 
thoughtless disobedience ? What exertions to procure the 
necessaries and comforts of life, and selfnlenial to give the 
chief of these to the object of their lore ! What prayers 
to heaven for the welfare and virtue of the child ! Tt be- 
comes the young to cherish an ardent affection for their 
parents, and to honor them with a grateful obedience. The 
incessant kindnesses and attentions which they receive, de- 
mand this from them ; and they fulfil one of their chief 
duties in complying with the demand. It will encourage 
them, perhaps, in this becoming and lovely devotion to 
their best earthly friends, to remind them that Jesus, their 
exalted Saviour, was, during his abode on earth, as duti^ 
fill and pious a son as he was a faithful and distinguished 
Messenger of God. The Evangelist tells us that he was 
subject unto his parents ; and the expression plainly de- 
notes that they found in him a kind, an obedient, and an 
affectionate son. His is an example for the youthful to 
copy. And when with an outstretched hand he beckons 
them, and with a gracious smile says unto them, Follow 
me; he invites their attention to the earliest and more 
private scenes of his own innocent and beautiful life ; he 
leads them to his home in Nazareth, and permits them to 
behold the dutiful attentions he pays to his mother ; the 
joy he feels in learning her wishes and ministering to her 
comforts ; and the respect and reverence with which the in- 
junctions of both his parents are listened to. They see 
him in the artless and undisguised expression of his filial 
feelings, and witness the throbbings of delight and joy 
which move the hearts of his earthly protectors: and 
when cares of the most serious kind occupied his thoughts, 
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when Bchcmeft of benevolence to man and efforts of love to 
God drew off his mind from other objects ; even when his 
soul was stung with ingratitude, and pain and agony op« 
pressed it^ his heart still beat with filial love — and he was 
still anxious to fulfil its suggestions. On the cross he 
thought of his mother ; to the keeping of his beloved dis^ 
ciple he commended her. 

And have not the young intellectual and moral powers 
that require attention and zealous culture ? We will sup* 
pose that every one would like to be well thought of by 
his family and friends, and the world. Surely there is tto 
one living who would not prefer the good opinion, the 
esteem, and the love of others, to their bad opinion and 
dislike. It may be the case that very different exertions 
are made for the securing the good opinion of mankind, 
and the characters of the young and the aged differ as 
widely from each other in their good and bad qualities ;-— 
still we observe, that, live as they will, in zealous attention 
to good things or a miserable pursuit of the bad, they are 
pleased with the thought that there are persons Who like 
them and have a regard for them. If, then, the young 
desire to be loved and esteemed, it is in their power to 
secure this acknowledged good, without making it their 
chief object — and this it should not be — ^by carefully im- 
proving themselves in knowledge, by acquiring what are 
usually called moral habits. These habits are formed by 
paying a regular and sacred attention to individual duties 
-—and especially to those of a religious kind. We have 
spoken of the fraternal and filial duties of the young ; there 
are many others which require their attention. Not engaged 
in the most active pursuits, they still are required to be 
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Biiiicere, honest, and faidiful in their words and actions ; to 
shew a strong regard for truth and integrity, in addition 
to that modesty of deportment and that kindness of man- 
ner, which are peculiarly attractive in the young. Whilst 
they are informing their minds according to the means of 
their parents, and the nature of their prospects, they will 
thus be preparing themselves in the best manner, for every 
situation in which Providence may place them ; they will 
go into the world accompanied by that general good opi- 
nion which will, in a measure, reward their exertions an4 
facilitate their success ; and what is more serious and more 
encouraging, the blessing of heaven will be their rich 
reward. 

The summons of Jesus, their beloved Master, urges the 
young thus to act: — to acquire knowledge, to practice 
goodness, to be attentive to all good and wise rules, to seek 
religion and the divine blessing ; and his example, which 
they should learn to love and imitate, wins them forward 
to the same prudent and righteous course. Can it be 
doubted how he passed the years of youth f The Evan- 
gelists speak but little of his early life ; but that little is 
fi^ of instruction and encouragement to the young. It 
was an (extraordinary reply with which he met his mother^s 
chiding question — '' Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Pather's business ?''-^80 early was his mind opening to the 
prospect of extensive usefulness, and preparing itself for 
the grand undertaking on which he afterwards entered. 
So early had he the feelings and thoughts of a child of 
Heaven, and those views of duty which connected his life 
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with God, and oaysed him to labour and suffer, with the 
sole thought that it was his Father's business — ^and he was 
honored by being called upon to perform it. From this 
moment, till he appeared in public as a divine messenger, 
the youthful Jesus was intent upon the duties which im- 
mediately pressed upon him^ and also in preparing for 
those which he afterw^iidfl fulfilled ; and all that we read 
of him in the Gospel» proves that he had admirably pre- 
pared his mind andiieartfor the work to which God called 
him. But the young cannot take such an exalted and be- 
nevolent work upon them. No : they may, however, pre- 
pare by similar means for all they will have to perform in 
the world. Their beloved Master calls upon them to do 
this ; and reminds them that he has preceded them in the 
blessed work. They may retire, as he did, from noise and 
folly, to meditate upon their duty to God and their fellow- 
creatures. They may shun, as he did, improper compa- 
nions, whose society is altogether hurtful — and shelter 
themselves at home, seeking counsel from their parents, 
and knowledge from books. They may speak, in the reve- 
rence and thankfulness of their hearts to God, as their 
Saviour was wont to do— be frequent and regular in their 
worship of Him--4uid endeavour^ by intercourse with Him, 
to acquire and sustain a vigorous and practical piety. . 

It is a great recommendation of this early training that, 
renders more easy and pleasant subsequent endeavours to 
be upright, and pious, and holy. The time at which it 
should be engaged in, is ; the very best which can be chosen 
for the purpose, because more leisure is then afforded than 
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qui he afterwards oommanded by anj oim who intend to be 
active and useful in the world ; and the good foundation 
being once laid, additions may be subsequently made to it, 
till « goodly fabric of integrity and righteousness be up- 
reared. The young, who thus commence the Christian 
life, will be better disposed than others to the mode of con- 
duct which is disliked by the thoughtless, and called rigid 
and austere, but approved by the wise : and they will con- 
tinue to tread in the footsteps of the Saviour, making it 
their constant endeavour to fulfil all the purposes of life, 
and to pay a reverential and grateful submission to the 
will of God. So much, at least, may be hoped for them— - 
meantime, they will increase in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. 
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On Reading the Scrlptarea. 

Chap. I. 

Happy the parents who see around them dutiful and 
amiable children, listening with attention and respect to 
parental advice and exhortation, shewing a sincere regard 
for all that is good and pious, and learning to love and 
practice religion as they see it loved and practised by those 
for whom they feel the highest regard ! And happy the 
children of pious parents, whose young feelings and thoughts 
are excited in favor of goodness, who are induced both by 
the lessons and example of their parents, to love their spi* 
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ritual Father, to reverence his will, and to delight in the 
revelations He has been pleased to make of that will in the 
sacred Scriptures ! 

These thoughts arise in the mind, as we read in the New 
Testament, of an excellent young person, a sincere disciple 
of Jesus, and a beloved friend of the Apostle Paul. Timo- 
thy, to whom the Apostle addressed two wise and affec- 
tionate letters, was a young man of great promise. It was 
his advantage and happiness to be the son of a very pious 
Jewess, who, from his earliest infancy had been careful to 
form him to good habits, and to instruct his mind, who 
had iuspired him with a love of virtue and religion ; had 
taught him what is the true excellence of human beings, 
and had trained him for being a very useful and valuable 
member of society. As the young Timothy rose to man- 
hood, his fond and anxious mother soon perceived that her 
lessons had produced good effects ; she beheld the child of 
her hopes putting forth the fair promise of excellence, and 
she enjoyed ii^ the prospect a satisfaction and delight which 
more than repaid her for years of labour and anxiety* . At 
an early period of his life, Timothy became a convert to the 
religion of Jesus. Well instructed in the Jewish religion, and 
taught to entertain different views of it from those of the 
multitude, he was prepared for receiving the messengers of 
the glorious Messiah, and taking upon himself the profes- 
sion of a disciple. The religious education through which 
he had already passed, was now of great service to himself 
and the cause he had undertaken. A deep sense of religion 
was ever present with him ; an ardent desire to be zealous 



ON READIKO THB 6GniPtORB«. 11 

in the discbarge of its duties filled lus mind ; and his pro- 
fession of Christianity opened a wide field for exertion and 
pointed to a noble, an immortal career. Beholding the 
kingdom of God, which the pious elders of his people had 
long expected, and sensible of its greatness and benevolence, 
he was not disposed to be a careless subject, nor to remain 
inactive in the enjoyment of its privileges. He was grate- 
ful to God for these privileges, and active in his service ; 
he soon distinguished himself by his labors, and gained 
the esteem of the brethren to whom he became known. He 
was well'reported of by them ; and their fitvorable report 
induced the Apostle Paul to make him his friend and com- 
panion. The Apostle, indeed, esteemed and loved the 
youth. He calls him " his own son in the faith,'' imply* 
ing, probably, the fact that Timothy was his own convert. 
But the Apostle could with great propriety, and in other 
respects, affectionately entitle him, " his son." He and 
his disciple were of a kindred spirit. They were alike de- 
voted to the cause of t^th. They possessed the same acti- 
vity and energy of mind, the same zeal guided by know- 
ledge, the same sincerity and boldness. The motives of 
both were pure, the actions of both were upright ; and 
whilst, in supporting the best of causes, they put on the 
whole armour of faith, and wore on their feet the prepara- 
tion of the gospel of peace, holiness shone around them, 
and gave additional interest to the enterprising and sue* 
cessful champions. No wonder, then, that Paul loved the 
youth—- loved him with the affection of a father, and gave 
him the most encouraging testimonies of his strong attach- 
ment. 
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T&it attaohment appears to ^reat advantage in the Epig* 
tlM which Paul wrote to Timothy, to encourage him in the 
discharge of his office as a Christian minister, to supply him 
with needful counsel, and to inspire him with increasing 
earnestness in his pious work. Thus he addresses him— 
•4 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son : Grace, mercy, and 
p^ace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I 
thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 
conscience, that, without ceasing, I have remembrance of 
th^ in my prayers night and day; greatly desiring to see 
thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with 
joy."' — ^In the midst of his own sufferings it was a cause 
of rejoicing that his young friend was pursuing so noble 
a course of duty, and a grateful employment to reflect on 
his many excellencies. And while he writes to him with 
the affection and tenderness which a conviction of his worth 
called forth, he speaks of the means by which Timothy be- 
came so upright, and disinterested, and pious. He urges 
him to remain steadfast in well doing : " Continue thou in 

t 

the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that 
from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus."' 

It was clearly the Apostle's opinion, that much of the 
goodness of Timothy's character was owing to the great 
knowledge he possessed of the Scriptures — a knowledge 
which, under the care of his excellent mother, he had been 
from infancy acquiring. Whatever there was in his chan^* 
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ter of real worth, of a regard for truth and integrity ; 
whatever he evinced of modesty and humility, of temperance 
and chastity, of kindness and benevolence, of love to his 
friends, of reverence to his parents, of piety to his God-* 
these excellent qualities were brought forth, nourished and 
matured, in part at least, by the study of the Scriptures. 
So thought the Apostle Paul ; this was the conviction of 
his mind, and our conviction cannot be very different. If 
the precepts of true wisdom, if the examples of the virtuous 
and best of our race, are at all useful or powerful in form- 
ing the human mind to the love of goodness, surely the 
best of these precepts^ which the Scripture supply — ^the 
most remarkable and eminent of these examples, which the 
Scriptures hold forth, cannot but greatly affect the minds 
oftle young, and strongly dispose them to good. If they ^ 
study — ^if all study the records of revelation, the employ- 
ment will be at once grateful and profitable, an improve- 
ment of time such as our state requires, such as our reli- 
gious profession demands, suck as will make our final 
happiness more secure. 

And what are the Scriptures which the Apostle conceived 
to be so useful in forming the mind and habits of his dear- 
ly-beloved Timothy ? They are the writings of the Jewish 
historians and prophets ; they contain most sacred and aw- 
ful truths ; they speak of the revelations of God to man. 
But these are not all the Scriptures which we possess. It 
is our advantage to own the Christian as well as the Jewish 
Scriptures, which together form the most valuable of books, 
which contain the written word of God. And if the dili- 
gent reading and study of the former, have so much to do 
in bringing into action and nourishing the noblest virtues 
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with which men «aii adorn thennelves, how much do the 
latter, the ohmtiaii $cripture9> add to their efficacy! 

Did the Bihle possess no other claims upon our regard 
than what its aiiti^itj) ita simplicity^ its truth and mora- 
lity give. It would be entitled to a most careful and repeated 
perusal. Other remwng of ancient literature possess a high 
valucK^hy nenof -learning they are regarded with venera- 
tion and deeply studiedr— is not the Bible a precious relic 
of literature ? It givea an account of the origin of the 
world, the . most rational and probable now extant; and 
whatever is found among heathen writers that does not 
carry absurdity on the iace of it, appears to have been 
borrowed from ^e book of Genesis. Where can we find 
such interesting hiatories as those of the patriarchs, so 
true to nature, and so instructive? The wonderful events 
which Noah beheld, and in which he was an instrument ; 
the trials to which Abraham was subject ; the pilgrimage 
of Jacob ; the touching incidents of Joseph's life, are told 
with wonderful simplicity, truth, and beauty. As a his- 
tory of the ancient and extraordinary people the Jews, how 
valuable are the books of Moses, and several which follow 
them. All classes of readers are interested in considering 
the peculiar system of religion and laws of this remarkable 
people, in watching the progress of their government, and 
in tracing the causes of their prosperity and decay. 

The books of the Prophets are interesting in another 
way, as containing specimens of true grandeur and subli- 
mity of language. Filled with poetical images even to ex- 
cess, and rising, at times, to an elevation of thought and 
majesty of expression which have been scarcely equalled and 
never surpassed ; they shew what lofty ideas the views of 
the prophets inspired, whilst they prove that strength and 
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lieaatv of language, and vivid eloquence, aiv found where 
society is in a simple state and human learning has made 
but little progress. 

In the hook of Proverbs we have a coDeHneb 6f maxims 
which an intimate knowledge of the springs of faumuft con- 
duct, and of all the motives, and feelings, and dIeteireB, of the 
heart, alone could suggest. Short, but forcible and full of 
wisdom, are the sayings of the King of ftrael ; they are, to 
use his words, "^'good doctrine,*' applicable to* the situation 
and circumstances of mankind, and worthy of being stored 
' in the memory of the wisest and the best. 

And there are the Psalms of David, some of the earliest 
and finest specimens of lyric poetry— of poetry composed 
for music. No one, certunly, can read these pieces without 
admiring the fire of genius, and the tone of exalted feeling 
which pervade them. There is so much of true devotion 
and humility, and so deep a sense of dependenee upon Xlod 
in these sacred songs, as to entitle them to the warmest 
prsdse. When the poet bewails his sins and sufferings he is 
full of tenderness ; when he dwells on the mercies of God 
to himself and to all, his strains glow with the warmth of 
his feelings, and are dignified by the solemnity of his de- 
votion. 

With this description of the Jewish sacred writings we 
■break off, and shall resume the subject in another chapter. 
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The Value of Good Intentions^ 

Errors respecting good intentions and the use and valne 
of them are very common. It is sometixnes .thought that 
they are highly meritorious, even without considering 
whether they are made to appear in the conduct of the indi- 
vidual, or pass off his mind as' they came on, without 
affecting his actions. Perhaps it ifr not too much to say, 
that in some cases they are regarded as equal i^ yaluB to • 
active goodness — that which is openly witnessed in the life ; 
and he who entertains them in hiamind, feels as if he had 
done his part in forming them. The numher of cases in 
which BO much merit C9tn4he attributed to good iiitentions 
merety, is comp^atively small; in many cases thosje who 

pride themselves upon them }ean tp a deception which is 

I .' ■•' * ■ • •» - * 

flattering but injurious to themselves, and are too apt to 

, «■ ' 

be contented} with them, instead of endeaVouring to make 
them Evident by the conduct, which, rightly formed and 
listened to, they naturally dictate. It is our object in this 
subject to suggest rules for forming a correct judgment of 
the value of our good intentions, and to advijse a regular 
endeavour to carry them into practice. 

Let us ask, what are good intentions ? what is usually, 
or ought to be understood of them ? They are states of the 
mind, in which we design to perform some actions or 
trains of action of a moral kind : we are disposed to be 
more dutiful, for example, than we have been to our earthly 
benefactors and friends, or, in a higher sense, to our hea- 
venly Benefactor; it is our purpose to carry into effect 
some plan that is worthy of ourselves, and useful and im- 
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portant to others. Good intentions frequently follow bad 
conduct. When we feel that we have done wrong, that we 
have hurt the feelings of a parent or a friend who loves us 
by our unkindness, that we have injured another by our in* 
justice or falsehood, that we have given any a right to be 
deeply displeased with us, that we have exposed ourselves 
to the displeasure of God, and are not only distressed on 
account of what we have done or neglected to do, but feel 
a desire to be more obedient and kind, and just and faithful 
in future, and propose to ourselves to be so, our minds are 
filled with good intentions. What is the amount of merit 
of this disposition towards goodness consequent upon our 
sorrow and penitence ? Its chief ralue must be found in its 
not remaining a mere disposition, or inclination, or desigu, 
or purpose. In other words, if these good intentions are 
suffered to pass away from the mindj^ as the dream of the 
night passes away at the dawn of morning, and we make no 
effort to act agreeably to them, it is easily seen that they 
are of very small value indeed, and of little use or benefit 
to us. 

But are there no instances of good intentions which are 
not wrought out in the life, and yet may be regarded as 
morally valuable and meritorious? Undoubtedly there are 
such instances, and we may refer to one in the Old Testa> 
nient, 1 Kings^ vili, 18. Let us explain the reference. 
David was raised from a private station to the throne ot 
Israel, as the successor to Saul, and he had many enemies to 
contend with— some even in his own family, over whom he 
triumphed, so that his dominions were }arge and his go- 
vernment established. We read some parts of his history 
with grief and wonder; but he was, nevertheless, a man of 

c 3 
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warm and generous affection, of deep and fervent piety, and 
his gratitude to God for the numerous mercies he expe- 
rienced at His hands, was strongly and beautifully expressed 
in those poetical compositions which are called the Psalms^ 
He was very attentive to the public worship of Jehovah ; 
appointed orders of priests for the regular performance of 
it ; made many other regulations for the solemn and holy 
observance of the sabbath ; and was desirous of erecting a 
temple for the worship of Jehovah, instead of the tabernacle 
which had been used for that purpose from the time of the 
joumeyings of the Israelites in the wilderness. In the 
17 th Chap, of the Ist Chronicles, the intention of David is 
stated, and with the message sent to him from God by 
Nathan the prophet. It , is an exceedingly interesting 
portion of sacred history^-for the pious spirit in which 
David's design originated, and for the encouraging a^d 
gracious manner in ^^hich God was pleased to notice it. 
But the remark we wish to make upon it is, that the good 
intention of David was not permitted to be carried into 
effect. A great part of his reign had been spent in war, 
and it was more agreeable to the divine will that the 
prince, who would succeed him and enjoy a peaceful reign, 
should erect the proposed temple. We are told by this 
prince, Solomon, in the former passage, that the Lord had 
declared to David, his father, tha^ he did well in that it was 
in his heart to build ti house unio his name : and we have, 
therefore, 4n this portion of history, an instance of a good 
intention which was acceptable in the sight of God, and 
regarded by Him as equal in value to a moral act. The^ 
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circumstances themselves expliun the reason. It was not a 
mere idle wish, or thought, of David, that he would erect a 
temple worthy the celehration of divine worship ; it was 
his deliberate purpose or design, and he would have endea-* 
voured to bring it to a successful end had he not been 
enjoined to leave the undertaking for the peaceful reign of 
his son and successor. And it must be further observed, 
that he did all that he was not expressly forbidden to do, 
towards the accomplishment of his intentions, " he prepared 
abundantly before his death.'" 

It will not be just to compare the good intentions which 
are generally formed, with this of the Royal Psalmist, and 
to attribute to them equal merit, because he was divinely pre* 
vented from fulfilling it, whilst those are such as may be, 
and ought to be, carried into effect. What, we may ask, is 
their usual object ? To lay aside some vice or crime ; to be 
attentive to some particular duty. Good intentions are, 
indeed, greatly varied ; but each individual forms them for 
himself according as he feels that he has been negligent or 
unkind, or unjust to his earthly connexions, or undutiful to 
his heavenly Friend ; in all there is, therefore, a general 
resemblance, since they are all of a moral kind. And it 
must be observed, that there is a liarther likeness in them, 
which is, that they admit of being accomplished, of which 
every one is convinced at the moment that he forms them. 
Of course we leave out of the view all desires or schemes of 
usefulness, in the form of benevolence or any other virtue, 
the fulfilment of which circumstances render totally im* 
possible. Such are the ardent pantings of the generous 
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mind, that longs to be among the first to spread joy and 
peace among the dwellings of the poor, but is denied the 
privilege of acting so distinguished a part in consequence 
of the poverty to which itself is subject. Such are the 
feelings that swell the bosom of him who would devote 
himself to his country^s good, were he not bound by stem 
necessity to labour for himself We do not call these 
strong feelings and wishes good intentions.' they denote the 
disposition, and they are honorable to the bosom by which 
they are moved, but they must sleep there for ever in this 
world. The name only belongs to designs and purposes, 
which every one may accomplish, if he will apply himself 
^ith zeal and vigour to the undertaking. And of these 
we observe that the value depends entirely upon the use 
which is made of them. 

Let us render the subject pliun by an example. A child 
is cautioned by his parents to guard against a certain fault, 
the nature and consequences of which are explained to him, 
and he remembers for a time what they have said to him. 
He does avoid the &ult. But he at length forgets himself, 
and is guilty of it. His parents are concerned at the 
change. They speak to him on the subject, remind him of 
their former counsels, express their sorrow for his weak- 
ness and disobedience, and with greater earnestness than 
before beseech him to be on his guard for the future. 
Unless his disposition be very unamiable and stubborn^ it 
is easy to <ionceive the state of his mind. He is ashamed 
that he has not been guided by the advice of his parents, 
and that his conduct has been ftiulty. He grieves to think 
that he has given pain and sorrow to them by his miscon- 
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duct ; if he does not see so well as they the importance of 
what they advised him to observe, he is at the same time 
assured that they had the best reasons for giving him the 
advice he neglected ; and whilst he penitently acknowledges 
that he has done wrong and obtains their pardon, he pro- 
mises himself that he will not offend again in a similar 
manner. His mind is now occupied with good intentions- 
intentions of obedience to his parents, and of preserving 
himself from blame; and he is eager to carry them into 
effect, longing for the opportunity to arrive in w<hich he 
may be able, tb say to himself,— *i Parents !. have I.ndt 

steadily kept to^my purpose?'" But days pass on^and 

» — • •' ' , ■ . ,. 

htS^feelings cool. The caution of his parents and^his «wn 
intention gradually pasiS away from, his mind'; he falls into' 
the thoughtlessnesjs, soi comtnop to jrouth; when the trial, 
comes he is taken by surprise, and again commits the fault. 
Would it be right to assign much merit to the child in such 
a case? Is he to be praised because he formed a good de- 
sign, and did not carry it through ? On the contrary, we 
should say that he was more culpable in the second instance 
than in the first ; for he was more fully convinced of the 
propriety of what was recommended to him ; he saw that it 
was of more importance in his parents' eyes than he had 
previously thought it to be, for the moment or the day his 
mind was more seriously set to the observance of it ; and if 
he afterwards failed to comply with the wishes of his pa- 
rents, and broke his own seriously-formed resolutions, he 
betrayed a greater degree of weakness and exposed him- 
self to greater shame. 
Is it usual for the husbandman to content himself with 
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the intention to sow his field with seed? What if he pre* 
pare the floil with the nicest care, rooting out every weed, 
and breaking down every clod, and heightening the fertility 
of it with a plentiful draining — ^must he not be a foolish 
roan to look in the autumn for the yellow waving com, 
when he had done lathing more than intend to scatter the 
«eed upon the bosoim of the earth ? The soft showers of 
April would fall in vain upon the soil ; the glowing suns 
of sunimer in vain spread their beams over it ; in vain the 
gentle gales of autumn would whisper along its surface; no 
green blade would shoot, no ear would form, no blossom 
open, no stem gracefully yield with its ripening load. The 
land would be as barren of all, save weeds, as the husband- 
man^s intention was barren and ineffectiTe; and the finger 
of the thoughtful would point to it in reproof, and his 
voice call it the land of good intentions. Just so is it in 
respect of morals. The mere intention of any person, 
however important and praiseworthy the object to which it 
refers, can produce no fruit, if he allow it to remain 
inactive in his mind. It is the intention of the husband- 
man who never troubles himself to sow the seed. It is the 
intention of the builder who delays for ever to lay the 
foundation of his house. It is the intention of the tra- 
veller who never sets forward on his journey. And, as we 
caBonly smile or mourn at such instances of folly, so must 
we smile or mourn at him, who, intending to change the 
habits of his life, to repair the evils he has done, and to 
avoid doing evil in future, still continues in the course to 
which he has habituated himself, without making one 
effort to change it for the better. 
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We can now decide, without hesitation, how fai' it ig 
useful or good to form certain designs without taking the 
trouble to bring them to pass. It is, in short, neither use- 
ful nor good. Design as much as we may to serye others, 
they are only the better for our design when we make it 
evident by our actions. And intend as we may to alter 
our own conduct in any way, that conduct still remains 
the same, and we are just as immoral, until we steadfkstly 
forsake the evil way we intend to shun, and prove that we 
can keep a virtuous resolution. It is not enough*-an up- 
right Judge can never consider it to be enough-— that it is 
in our hearts. 

We earnestly address ourselves to those who are conscious 
of good intentions :— '< You are blessed with parents of 
whose wisdom and kindness you have a high opinion, whose 
counsels you know to be of vast moment to your happiness, 
but you feel some internal reproach when you ask your- 
selves, if you have always returned their kindness^ or obe- 
diently listened to their counsels : and you intend to be 
more grateful and more obedient. Or you recollect some 
instance, or perhaps instances, of ill-humour or unkindness 
to a brother, or a sister, or a friend, and it is your inten- 
tion to repair the past, and not allow your evil passions to 
master you again. In the station of a servant, you remember 
that some reasonable commands of a master or mistress 
were received with rudeness, and neglected or disobeyed ; 
you remember that it is your engagement to obey the 
commands of your employers, you cannot deny that they 
should be obeyed with willingness, and your reflections on 
the subject lead to the intention of performing your part 
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in the family, or in the business, with civility, alacrity, and 
a desire to give satisfaction. Are you conscious of some 
heedless or wilful violation of the laws of God ? Do you 
feel a secret pang when you reflect on past misconduct? 
And are there blended with your thoughts of penitence 
designs of reform and amendment ? — Let not these inten- 
tions of affection and duty towards your parents^ of kindness 
and forbearance towards your relatives, of respect and 
obedience towards your employers, of reverence and service 
towards God, be suffered to sleep in your minds. If there 
be one fault unrepaired, one vice uncorrected, or one duty 
left undone, give to the intentions of your mind the life of 
action; be consistent with yourselves, faithful and obe- 
dient to your friends and to God. The good purposes of 
your hearts will then appear in your conduct ; your good- 
ness and piety will commend you to the love of those who 
know you, and especially to Him whose love is rich in 
present and future blessings. 



On fieadins the Scrlpinres. 

Chap. II. 

We have briefly described the Jewish Scriptures, but it 
would be a serious omission did • we not say how far they 
surpass' all the productions of ancient times in their descrip*- . 
tions of the Supreme Being. They describe Him such as 
we delight to believe He is— Infinite and Eternal ; possessed 
of all power and all knowledge, of majesty unrivalled, of 
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glory anspeakable, unbounded in benevolence, ind fifled 
with tender mercj. The mind sickeng at the fables of the 
Heathen Deities, their lust, their crueltjr, and the train of 
abominations which mingled together at their worship. 
But in the Jehovah of the Jews there is universal and un- 
limited excellence, the contemplation of this goodness fills 
the mind with devout love ; and when it attains a lofty 
height, and feels in all its force the sublimity of the sa- 
cred writers, the soul trembles with awe. 

Of the New Testament the historical parts are chiefly 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. The four Evangelists 
relate the public life of the most excellent person that 
ever dwelt upon the earth. The character which they de- 
scribe is perfect. There is no blemish — ^no, not one; and 
the excellencies are such as consist and harmonize witii each 
other. In the character of our Lord there is a just propor- 
tion of all the parts, and the whole is so complete and beau- 
tiful as to require no additional grace. 

He truly showed, 

I h ow awful goodness is, 
And virtue in her own shape, how lovely ! 

As an example of suffering virtue he shone pre-eminent. 
As a martyr to duty he displayed unconquerable greatness 
of soul. He was of friends the kindest, of benefactors the 
most disinterested, of patriots the most enlightened, of men 
the best and purest, of the messenger^ of God the most grate* 
fill and obedient to Him by whom he was sent. 

Such was Jesus of Nazareth : and to his history is added, 
a abort account of the labours of those who reeei ved him as 
a prophet and a w«ll beloved son of God, and a number of 
e^stlss wiitten by ^ese eninenl men, full of oounsel and 
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exhortation, and fitted to establish their converts in holy 
and pious habits. To these succeed the important but 
mysterious book of the Revelation. 

We have thus far described the Old and New Testaments 
as literary productions, t. e. as writings of eminent and gift- 
ed men, and even in this view of them have they an equal? 
In what volume do we find histories so genuine and in- 
structive, events so surprising and credible, lessons of wis- 
dom so valuable, poetry so exhalted and devout, moral and 
religious truth so pure as these display ? No single trea- 
sure equals them — not the united treasures of antiquity are 
so valuable. But let us hear the opinion of Sir William 
Jones, whose wonderful learning fully qualified him for 
giving it. He wrote the following sentence in the last 
leaf of his Bible : — ^* I have regularly and attentively read 
these Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion that this volume, 
independently of its divine origin, contains more simplicity * 
and beauty, more pure morality, more important history, 
and finer strains of poetry and eloquence, than can be col- 
lected from all other books, in what ever age or language 
they may have been composed." 

But let it be remembered that these Scriptures possess a 
divine authority. « They are given by inspiration of Ood, 
and profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness : That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished nnto all good works." 
They declare the means by which God efitected his beneficent 
purposes, and established that glorious dispensation under 
which we live. They rerveal his will to mankind-^that 
will so favourable to human virtue and happiness ; and 
they unfold the scenes of a future and eternal life, in which 
there will be a just and righteous distribution of reK«td» 
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and putiishment!}. Over the garment of rigliteouinesi 
which Jesus wore, they throw a robe of diyine and tran* 
Bcendant beauty. They invest him with the high commis- 
sion of the Messiah of God, give him powers the most 
exalted, and make him the herald and the pledge of the re- 
surrection of our race. They call him the Prince of Peace, 
the first-born in the kingdom of God ; and they point out 
the subjects of that glorious and eternal kingdom, in the 
myriads of rational beings who have peopled and continue 
to people the world. 

How valuable, then, are these writings, and how import- 
ant is it that we carefully and seriously study them ! that, 
like Timothy, we devote our childhood, our youth, our 
age, to the acquiring their divine knowledge 1 Other stu- 
dies may amuse our fancy or enrich our mind. We may be 
deeply read in the history of individuals and nations, learn 
to tsaea treats to their causes, and be able to account for 
the fiS6 alld fait of states and empires. We may possess a 
knowledge of the various animal and vegetable productions 
of the earth, and become familiar with nature in her most 
secret operations. We may look far above the earth, mea- 
sure, the sun in his course, give names to the stars, and 
point out their habitations ; but what is all this knowledge 
compared with the wisdom unto salvation of the Scrip- 
tures? What is this science in comparison with the science 
of livii&g,.by their aid, a virtuous life? 

The reading of the sacred volume, therefore, is a profita* 
ble employment. It speaks to all in a language not to be 
nusunderstood. It tells the rich that the blessings which 
Providence has plaoed within their reach, are not only in- 
tended to make them happy but to give them the means of 

d2 
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affording hstppitiess to others. It speaks to the poor in dhe 
kindest manner) ttrgfing them to be satisfied with thdr con- 
dition, and assuring them that to whom little is giren, of 
him little will be reqwed. It warns the havghtj, that 
pride and arrogance render them unworthjr of the blessuigs 
they enjoy, and admonishes them that however exalted they 
may be in their own eyes, they stand no higher in the vie>r 
of Him to whom they owe their existence than the lowest 
of mankind. To the humble it says in a tone of gentle- 
ness, " Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they shall see God/^ 

In the Bible the man of pleasure learns that there is no 
pleasure equal to that of doing good ; and he who places hi 
mortification and cold self-denial the essentials of religion, 
believing that God is best pleased when his numerons gifts 
are rejected and despised, is taught that the Being who 
placed around us such various sources of comfort and hap- 
piness invites their moderate and grateful ei^oyments. All, 
indeed, are taught to improve their advantages under a 
grateful sense of the beneficence of the Giver; to deny un- 
godliness and wordly lusts ; to be pure in their conduct and 
heavenly-minded; and to follow after the things which may 
qualify them for living in heaven. 

Where, alas! shall the distressed and mourning Ibok for 
comfort and hope, if they open not the treasures of divine 
revelation? What shall console them when misfortune em- 
bitters their day, when pain arrests their slumbers in the 
watches of the night, when death preys upon the long-tried 
friend and the endeared relative, if they will not drink qf 
the waters of comfort which flow from the celestial foun- 
tain ? Oh, why do they weaken their energies by continual 
dwelling on their woes ? why pour out their spirit in sighs 



and tears? why vent their feellngft in ungrateful murmuns, 
when there is a balm for their sorrows and a support for 
theit fainting* spirits ? Why do they delay to seize upon 

the hope which the gospel imparts-^hope, the anchor of the 

• 

soul, sure and steadfast? — To their childhood and youth 
the Scriptures were nc)t known, or they would fiee to them 
:i8 a refuge under every calamity; nor have they imbibed 
the wisdom of the celestial volume. They have not deeply 
considered the lessons^ nor dwelt upon the promises which 
it contains. To them, therefore, the day of visitation is 
dreadful, and the floods of affliction overwhelm their soul. 

Far different and happier is his experience who studies 
and values the word oif life. He remembers his Lord's 
consolatory discourse, *< Let not your hearts be troubled, 
ye believe in God, believe also in me :" and when the world 
frowns upon him and disturbs his serenity, he reads the en- 
couraging assurances of his Master, and his bosom is the 
abode of peace. In life he is resigned and happy ; in death 
he is tranquil and full of pious hope. 

We might fill a volume with the recorded sentiments of 
pious men, who were happy in bearing their heart-felt tes- 
timony to the value of the Scriptures, and the benefit of a 
frequent perusal of them — but this is not necessary. We 
cannot refrain, however, from making one quotation, be- 
cause it agrees so well with what has been already said. 
Bishop Hall thus writes in his "meditations:" — ^'^l durst 
appeal to the judgment of a candid reader, that there is no 
history so pleasant as the sacred. Setting aside the majes- 
ty of the inditer, none can compare with it for the magni- 
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licence mi4 antiquitj of the matter, the sweetnaw of compl- 
ling, the strange yariety of memorable occurrenoee : and if 
the delight be such, vhat shall the profit be esteemed of 
that which was written by God for the salvation of men ? 
1 confess no thoughts did erer more sweetly steal me and 
time away, than those which I have employed in this sub- 
ject ; and I hope none can equally benefit others : for if the 
mere relation of these holy things be profitable, how much 
more when it is reduced to use ?'" 
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The brevity of Moses, in the early part of his history of 
mankind, is mueh to be regretted. All that he says posses- 
ses so much interest, that we naturally wish it had been his 
object to relate more at length the various events, both of a 
public and private nature, which happened in the first ages 
of the world. To trace the manners and customs of the 
antediluvians, their civil institutions and religious obaer* 
vances, and to compare them with the manners and cus- 
toms of mankind in later ages, would be a high gratification 
to the lovers of history. Less pleasing it would certainly 
prove, though by no means without advantage, to note the 
progress of the moral corruption and depravity which over- 
spread the world— -of that disobedience to the commands of 
the Creator of all things which, first appearing in Adam, 
descended with his posterity, increasing on its descent, till 
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it became Bt length very fearful and dFeailfiil. This, how- 
ever, is not in our power. The hUtorlan, proposing to 
himsdlf to record the divine eall of Ahnilrt.tn and the sepa- 
tion of his family from the reM of mankind^' tabes a rapid 
but striking view of the creation of the world and the de- 
struction of its first inhabitants, as ap.introductioiitohis 
account. He traces the descent of Abrafiam firom the orl* 
ginal father of the human race through Noah tljie second 
father, introducing a short account of the descendants of ' 
Cain who were the inventors of the useful arts. In fulfil- 
ling his task so very brief, is he, that a genealogical table, 
a table of descent^ suffices^ for a period of 1400 years which 
elapsed from the birth of Seth to the 500th year of Noah 
and we are, therefore, quite unacquainted with the state of 
mankind during this long period. Whether, as men increas- 
ed, they formed themselves into conHaunities and states, 
and erected kingdoms, or lived lor the aiost part ttnc<Hir 
nected with each other ; whether they peopled the im mease 
continent of the globe, or confined themselves to the re- 
gions of the East, it is in vain to ask. We are told that 
there were mighty men of old, men of renown; and these 
would 90on subdue the weak, and make them the objects of 
their violence. And we may be sure that power was un- 
duly exerted and abused, for the historian informs us 
thai tbe whole earth was filled with violence. 

What was the moral condition of the human race, is a 
question more easily answered* Rapidly increasing in 
members, their crimes seem to have ineeeased in an equal 
degree. They lost all regard for tbe Supreme . B#ing, all 
sense of his presence, all thought of his governp;»ent and 
their duty to him. They cared for .little ei^ept the gra- 
tification of their impure desires and lawless passions,—- and 
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the conteqiiefncct were the total neglect of order, rigirt and 
justice/ and such an extensive and complete depravity as 
called for some signal notice and visitation. In thia deplo- 
rable state of things, Noah was born. As he grew up to 
inanhood and witnessed the profligacy of his fellow crea- 
tures, he formed many and firm resolutions of keeping him- 
self apart from their influence. No doubt the endeavours 
and temptations of his youthful friends made this the more 
difficult, for none in so corrupt an age would respect his for- 
bearance and goodness, and none be disposed to make the 
path of duty easy tobim. The smile of contempt would greet 
him, or the shaft of ridicule glance against him, when he re- 
fused to become the companion of those who listened only to 
the enticements of pleasure, and sought to spend the fly tog 
moments of time in all the intoxicating delights that liber- 
ty without restraint could purchase for them. But he w«is 
too flrmly attached to goodness, he had too high a sense of 
moral worth and piety, he sdw too clearly the unhappy end 
of the unrighteous, either to be seduced by their snares, 
moved by their ridicule, or intimidated by their frowns. 
To all their attempts to move him from his purpose he 
was alike indifibrent— and continued to live a quiet, virtu- 
ous, and pious life ; fully persuaded that the choice of his 
heart was far to be preferred to the choice of those whose 
heart was set not only on the sinful pleasures of life, but 
even on tiie most corrupt and worst of them. 'Noah walked 
with God !' This short sentence bears a noble testimony 
to his uprightness and piety. It is. full of meaning. It 
tells of persevering devotedness to duty, of obedience to 
the commands of God, and a holy submission to his will. 
It speaks of a pure and upright mind, appearing in actions 
uniformly virtuous, in conduct at once excellent and love- 



ly. We look with admiration on bis «b9Jraeter as aet £orth 
in this simple description. It appears the more engaging 
and beautiful amid the general depravity of the times, as 
the silvery radiance of the moon delights the eye in the 
gloom of midnight. And as it is more difficult, and requires 
greater courage to stand alone the friend and champion of 
religion, than to join the multitude under her banner, the 
firmness and fidelity of Noah would appear more conspicu- 
ous even to the divine eye. He who is the source of all 
perfection, and the firm friend of human goodness, could 
not fail to notice such a noble and consistent follower of 
righteonsness as Noah. He looked with love and favor on 
the man who walked with him, and formed those designs 
respecting him of wluch we proceed to speak, which gave 
him true renown, and made him a second Adam. 

Whilst the patriarch was thus moved by a zealous re- 
gard for truth and duty, the rest of mankind were filling 
up the measure of their iniquities, departing farther and 
farther from God, and throwing off all restraints of reli- 
gion. ' And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." What a 
dreadful description! There were none who refrained 
from sinful indulgence, none in whose breast was found a 
benevolent, or generous, or pure, or honourable feeling. 
One general ruin overspread the moral world, an emblem 
and a cause of the- physical ruin which soon succeeded it. 
' And it repented Jehovah that be had made man upon the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart." Such would be the 
feelings of a good man who, in putting forward some bene- 
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volent purpose, should experience the neglect of those he 
wished to serve, and see the means of comfort and happi- 
ness which he had supplied, abused to the worst and vilest 
purposes. It would repent him and grieve him at the 
heart. This is said, therefore, of God, because he can only 
be spoken of according to human ideas, and his feelings 
and designs be expressed in human language. Repentance, 
in truth, can never visit a perfect and unchangeable Being, 
nor grief prey upon his heart, known unto God are all his 
ways ; and although such events were hidden in the obscu- 
rity of future ages, he clearly saw that his laws would be 
despised, his gifts abused, and all the higher and nobler 
purposes of life lost sight of, by the descendants of Adam. 
He knew that some signal change must take place in the 
world— the removal of the sinful race as a punishment to 
themselves and a warning to future generations — some 
awfiil ablution to purify the spot He had created, adorned, 
and blessed. 

Amongst those whose crimes had drawn upon them such 
a dreadful doom, Noah stood singly, a just and perfect 
man. He alone found grace in the eyes of the Lord, and to 
him the awful revelation was made of the destruction of 
his race : * And God said unto Noah, the end of all flesh is 
come before me, for the earth is filled with violence through 
them ; and behold I will destroy them with the earth V At 
the same time God was pleased to command him to prepare , 
a spacious ark, in which himself, with his family, and the 
different kinds of beasts, birds and insects, might be pre- 
served, whilst all beside that had life, in the sea and on the 
earth, were destroyed. 
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The revelation of bo dreadful a judgment about to fall 
on the ungodly muBt have astonished and terrified the pa- 
triarch. The safety of himself and his family was provided 
for ; but could he reflect on the dreadful end which awaited 
all who dwelt near him or in distant lands, all whom he 
knew, all of whose existence he had any idea, all who wore 
the same form with himself, without beino; subdued with 
pity for their wretchedness ? that they were guilty he well 
knew ; that the judgment of God was just he could not 
deny ; but the good man feels no ordinary sorrow when the 
wicked are punished, let their punishment be ever so richly 
merited. He regrets the necessity — ^he mourns their &te. 

Such regret and sorrow filled the mind of Noah, and 
prompted him to attempt something on behalf of his fellow 
creatures. The apostle Peter styles him 'a preacher of 
righteousness ;' and we may readily believe that so just 
and benevolent a man did not confine the revelation which 
had been made to him in his own breast, but freely publish- 
ed it on every side. The desire of saving some, at least, 
from the general ruin, led him to the plain and the city, 
and he was gratified could he but find attentive hearers 
whilst he spake the awful visitation which was coming upon 
them. He dwelt on their conduct, showed how generally 
and universally they had forsaken the God of their fathers, 
how hateful their sins were in his sight, and how signally 
and dreadfully he would manifest his power in their over- 
ithrow. Whatever may have been the means to which Noah 
resorted to rouse his brethren to a just sense of their situa- 
tion, they appear to have been ineffectual. His remonstran- 
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CM made ao impression ; and hi« representations of the 
coming jii4giiMBt<iffire, fnkMy^ thought to be onlj the 
vaoderings of a diseaaed mind. They tamed away from 
the aealoiiB pieacher ; aad it was in the day of Noah^ aa onr 
Savioi»r ohstrved, ' they did eat, they drank, they mar- 
lied* they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
eptered into the ark, and the flood destroyed them all/ 

li would hare been happiness to him to lead back the sin- 
milg in a repenting state to Ood, and to save them from de- 
struction ; but this happiness was denied him. Finding all 
his attenipts fruitless, and exposing him to tiie neglect if not 
the scorn of bis brethren, he began to prepare the vessel 
which was to carry him and his fiunily in safety on the 
bosom of the waters, awaiting the moment when Ood should 
bring swift and total destruction upon the ungodly. Yet 
often as the work proceeded, did he renew the warmng. 
He pointed to the advancing work with a monmlhl air, 
and told them that their fate was as muck nearer to tiiem 
as the ark approadied to its completion. And wiien a 
stranger from a distant part came near and enquired wky 
that immense vessel was preparing, the patriarch stayed his 
hand and spake of human wickedness, and described the 
woe which was hastening near, and besought him, if he 
would live and see his beloved ones live, to go home aad 
repent with them, and teach others to repent. The afaraa- 
ger returned ; but mme still defiled the &ce of the earth ; 
still Noah waa alone, the righteous one,— the ark w* 
fisished-^the flood came. 
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What a melaoeholy picture does this history disfriay of 
hqman goilt ! Ff<mi the disobediesee of Adam to the era 
of the deluge, there appears to hare been a rapid increase 
ollmmorality and irreligion; every generation adding 
to the follies and crimes of the past, till there was notMng 
base or impious which had not been done. Ndtl^r chaiB- 
tity nor temperance, neither sobriety nor honesty, nmUier 
sincerity and fidelity to man j nor piety to God, then found 
friends. The historian has left us no enumeration of 
ciioies ; this is all he says — < The earth was corrupt be* 
fore Qod, and the earth also was filled with violence/ Its 
iidiabitants surely, must have been sunk to , the lowest 
depths of infamy, ere the Giver of life could determine by 
one awfttl judgment to sweep away the proud and rebel- 
lious, the impure, the unjust, and the violent, with his vast 
and whelming waters. Painful as this conviction may be, 
yet it is due to the justice of God to believe that his punish- 
ment, however exemplary, was proportionate to the crimes 
of those on whom it was infiicted. The justice of God, so 
the Scriptures persuade us, and so our own experience 
teaches us, is always attempered with mercy ; and we are 
ledj therefore, to believe, that even clemency could not 
pardon the sinners of the Vorld before the flood. Their 
sins rose up to heaven and cried aloud for punishment ; 
and onlf by ample retribution could the ends of the divine 
government, and the most important interests of mankind 
in succeeding ages, have been promoted. Had the Lord 

No. 2.— Vol. 1. b 
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restrained his anger, and suffered his creatures still to 
follow their own inclinations without placing any impe^ 
diment in their way, the prohahility is that they would 
have become, if possible, more abandoned^ and erery ves* 
tige of the dignity of human nature have been for ever 
obliterated, till not even a Noah could be found-^^ne 
righteous person-^-worthy of being the second fttther of the 
human race. 

The history teaches us, and it is a lesson which will be 
often impressed upon our minds, that under the government 
of a righteous God, punishment will fall upon the guilty. 
Whether individuals or nations sin, there is an eye ever 
attentive to their movements ; there is an arm strong 
to impose the penalty of their crimes. Cain, the mur- 
derer, was driven from his home to wander a wretched 
vagabond. The guilty femilies of the earth were buried 
beneath the abyss of waters. Devouring fire laid waste 
the reigons of Sodom and Gomorrah. Many signal judg* 
iiients befell the Israelites in different periods, till they 
were driven, like Cain, from the land of promise, to wan- 
der and find no resting place among the nations. And 
the many striking events of a calamitous nature with 
which the history of the world abounds, have answered the 
most important purposes, although the reasons of their 
infiiction are concealed from us. Does not the Almighty 
make the follies and even the crimes of men subserve his 
wise purposes ? Does He not make their ambition and 
tyranny his instruments at once to punish and reform ? 
Can it be that th£ commotions which have agitated Europe 
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even during giir short life, t)ie wars which have carried off 
so many thousands of mankind* aud the great politiciil 
changes which haye taken place, have not been under the 
control and direction of the Governor of the universe ? 

As the government of God is universal, so it is equit- 
able ai^d benevolent j and although he finds it necessary to 
inflict heav^ but not undeserved punishments on his crea- 
tures, their punishment is followed by salutary conse- 
quences. 

Let us not close the subject without admiring once more 
the excellence of Noah's character. In. the midst of a sin- 
ning world, he stood forward the intrepid friend of virtue, 
^ the preacher of righteousness.' Like the seraph in Mil- 
ton's Poem : — 

'faithfal found 

Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 

Among innumerable false, unmoved, 

Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified, 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 

To swerve from truth, or change his contant mind. 

Though single.' 

While he walked with God he suffered no thoughts of 
ease or danger to prevent him from giving a friendly, an 
earnest warning, to the men of iniquity and rapine. But it 
was useless. He earnestly wished to be the means of re- 
forming them, and although their folly disappointed him, 
and deprived him of so great an honor, he still felt some 
consolation from the fulfilment of his duty. And he still 
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preserved himself with exemplary care from evil influence r 
he continued to be the righteous Noah. 

The manners of the present age are not so dreadfully 
depraved, vice and crime are not so dark and universal, but 
virtue still requires support — and the labors of her friends 
are not unneeded. The firmness and integrity of Noah 
may be imitated by all, who wish to see their fellow-crea- 
tures increasing in goodness and advancing to higher 
degrees of moral purity. Those who delight to walk with 
God have much to do in opposing the spread of moral 
corruption, and exerting their influence and giving the 
force of their example on the side of virtue and piety. 
Vice still finds friends and followers ; and it becomes the 
good, by wholesome and wise precepts, and active efibrts, 
to diminish the number of its votaries, and to lead them 
back to Him to whom their duty is owing, and with whom 
alone safety and peace can be found. In no age of the 
world have its inhabitants been so just and perfect, as not 
to need the advice and reproof of the more excellent among 
them ; and none who have boldly ventured to advise and 
reprove, from a sense of duty and a desire to please God, 
will fail of their reward. Noah was preserved from the 
general destruction brought upon the men of his age ; and 
every one who assists in increasing the authority and the 
spread of goodness and religion, will at length enjoy the 
rewards which God and religion have to bestow. 



^^^^^^^M^^^JM^'MM^M^^VM^^i^N^M^^WM^***^ 



[41 J 



SERMON I. 

On the Qenius of Obrlf tiagilt7. 

PhilippianB iii. 8. — / count ali things but loss for the 
exceUency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lard. 

Religian, to prove a real blessing to man, must be suit- 
able to his nature and his condition. It must be. such as 
consists with a rational, intelligent, and moral being, and 
with the fluctuating and fleeting circumstances of human 
existence ; and whilst it improves and exalts his moral 
and mental powers, it must guard him against the changes 
to which he is exposed, and enable him to derive permanent 
benefits from these changes. 

Without religion, indeed, he can scarcely exist ; and in 
every state, from the most savage to the most civilized, he 
has sought it for himself, (where the advantages of reve- 
lation have been denied;) he has invented something 
under the name of religion, from which the wants of his 
moral being might be supplied ; out of which he might 
draw that nourishment for his mind and those stimulants 
for his affections, which are as essential to his peace and« 
satisfaction, as essential to his spiritual existence, as na- 
tural food is to his corporeal. 

In how far has he succeeded, however, in supplying his 
own wants, and acquired the real blessing we set out by 
describing ? Have the systems he framed^ improved and 
exalted him— or, on the contrary, exercised that influence 

b2 
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and moral being, and as one prompted by the hope of im- 
mortality, and show how well Chrifltianity approves itself 
to his best reason-^Htllies itself to his purest and mo9t ex- 
alted feelings— connects itself with his existence — and 
becomes the most beaatifal and glorious part of it. 

Superior to all other inhabitants of the world, man is 
possessed of reason. In his corporeal frame, mind is im- 
planted to be his light and his guide; to assist him in 
making the circumstances of his abode subserve his pur- 
poses; and to connect him with invisible and eternal 
things^ He learns^ through the possession of this great 
and noble treasure, that it should be improved, and not lie 
uncultivated*— unemployed. And he is prompted to the 
cultivation of his mental powers by the pleasure which the 
possession of knowledge communicates— *by be)iolc|ing the 
honor and advantages it bestows — and by the desire of 
making lumself useful to the world: and Christianity re- 
quires this cultivation as a sacred duty. It teaches us that 
God has bestowed upon his creatures no talent in vain. It 
proves to us that an account of all the talents bestowed, 
will be required at our hands. In the course of his public 
duty, our Lord aimed to impress this truth deeply on the 
minds of his hearers. It is inculcated by the parable of the 
talents, where he, who had been negligent and inactive, was 
punished and deprived of that which, judging from his 
conduct, he held in the lowest estimation. 

It is sufficient that God has furnished his creature man 
with high intellectual powers, to prove that he wills 
their exercise aud improvement. Why is it that such vast 
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regions over which the mind may travel, are laid open to 
us? Why is it that the fields of discovery, in every human 
science, are so spacious and boundless? but that they may 
be entered upon and traversed, by those to whom the facul- 
ties are imparted, by the diligent cultivation and use of 
which, discoveries, highly honorable to the 'Deity and 
bmeficial to man, may be made. Why is it that the em- 
pire of mind over matter has been established by the wise 
Contriver of all things, except that its dominion may be 
exercised and extended by the possessor of mind ? Reason 
presents an obvious account of these things ; and revela- 
tion strengthens and enlarges the views of reason, by in- 
sisting on the due exercise of our intelligent powers, which 
shall contribute to our own advancement, and, at the same 
time, make us more useful members of society. And it is on 
this point that Christianity lays especial stress, insisting 
on the improvement of every talent which may be made 
to contribute to the good of the siocial state, and advance 
the designs of infinite wisdom, for the happiness of our 
race. 

Man is a moral being, possessed of passions and affec- 
tions to be acted upon and modified by the circumstances 
in the midst of which his lot is cast. If these passions and 
affections are permitted to run to excess, and to become in- 
ordinate, they assume an empire over him greatly preju- 
dicial to his welfare, and destructive of that which peace 
attempts to establish in his breast. He becomes their 
slave ; and it is a galling slavery to which he is reduced. 
To restnun them, therefore, and to observe a true me- 
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dram in the esercice of this restmnt, is essential to his 
enjojrment of the many good things which pertain to the 
present life, andhowadmirahly does Christianity instmct 
and aid him in the performanoe of this necessary duty ; 
forbidding, equally, his indulging to that morlnd sensi- 
bility which is sometimes more pained by the imaginary 
than the real evHs of life, and his suppressing erery tender 
emotion till the feelings become obtnse and cold. 

It is the province of religion to train man to virtue. 
And let him who has the sublimest notions of virtue, and 
can best direct to the practice of it, say, if he do not find on 
the pages in which Christianity is enrolled, revealings of 
virtue in a more sublime and exquisite form than any he 
had conceived, and guidance in the pursuit more certain 
and availing than any he had supplied. The Scriptures 
exhibit the essence, the loveliness of virtue,^— the essence 
to be imbibed, the loveliness to be admired and co{Hed. To 
a very high point do they ruse the standard of perfection^ 
but high as it is, they show one illustrious example in 
which that perfection appears in its just proportion and in 
all its beauty. 

To be more particular, they speak of that benevolence 
which is never wearied ofwdl-doing, but consults and 
promotes the comfort of all who come within the sphere of 
its influenoe~H>f that charity which never feileth, but 
when the worid is censorious puts the best construetion 
upon actions of doubtful character, and is the last to re- 
cetve the evidence of guilt— K>f that purity which avoids 
even the appearance of evil^^-^f tiiat fidelity towards man 
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whicli interest never warpe, end temptation never shakes— 
of that &ith in the divine administrations which retains a 
strong and permanent hold on the Blinds even in cireum* 
stances ike most powerful to try its strei^th> the most 
q^palling to break it down. Consider man in every rela- 
tion in wluch he can possibly stand with respect to others, 
— a parent, a child, a relative, a friend, a member of the so- 
cial state, a citizen of his country, a citizen of the world,-^ 
and do we not find that love of kindred and of country, 
that friendship and affection, which it becomes him to 
cherish, developed and illustrated in the most beautiful 
and touching manner in the language and the conduct of 
Jesus Ghiist ? Consider him as a dependant and account- 
able being, and that distinguished Messenger stands before 
you radiant with the adornings of piety* 

It is not witiiiout exertion and labor that such virtue can 
be attained. Difficult, and hazardous, and fiiacinating, and 
afflicling are the events of life. We are enticed by sin — 
we are subdued by sorrow. And here Christianity again 
befriends us. She calls us to the contemplation of the 
divine presence with us, prepares us for imbibing the 
spiritual ccHnforts which that presence dispenses, brings 
us nearer to the pure Author of our being, and places us 
within reach of the beams of benevolence and mercy 
which emanate from his throne. If our energiei flag, she 
iiiq>irit8 them $ if our minds are disturbed, she composes 
them ; if our souls despond and are bruised under a sense 
qf unworthiness, she pours into them the balm of heavenly 
love; and if they ascend in devout aspirations, she teaches 
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Aem to 86ar vtill higlier, till ikffy are alworbed in thecMi- 
tODplatioii of dlvliM «iMg«ii6e md glery. TbiiB she 
utAtm as ki the Mieftt tks to onr Stemal Pteent; .tmA 
thus she wiH twte ut till we are more epiritufil, nMHre 
pure, till we an snUiaied by the uiu<mi, and become at it 
were a ray of kie glory. 

Man maiy be comldered as an ezpeetant of iaunortaUty. 
It is inth pttnfal relaelanoethat he admits the possibility 
of his enjoying -but a partial existence, and his resigning 
that existeooo for ever when the grave calls him to become 
its inmate. However unenlightened by nature and own- 
proved by religion, he has still contemplated the poBBBlbi- 
lity of dwelling beyond the confines of time and the 
world. The hope of immortality, in fact, has been eaeen- 
tial to the enjoyment of the present life ; without it» every 
thing has appeared gloomy and disordered, and he has 
shrunk from the miserable prospect of annihyation with 
undissembled reluctance and agonizing thoughts. From 
such a prospect we shrink ; nor do we think of ourselves 
alone when it appears so dreadful to our view. The hope 
of immortality is not a selfish principle. When we con- 
template the probability of rising from the cold and 
gloomy r^ons of the dead, and of springing into renewed 
existence with higher powers, quicker energies, and purer 
feelings, it is not that we seek the solitary happiness of 
such a change. In the hope of our own immortality, the 
immortality of others is bound. In the contemplation of 
our own never-ending happiness, the happiness of others 
participates. We think of those with whom we are tra- 



ttrnog the^Tfem imtfas ailoiigwbieh o«r MrtUy pilgrim- 
■ge «iieiid8. We tUnk of thote with wbom we have teken 
tweet eounsel. together, and the hope whieh wlnge iti 
^iight to other elimee and regions, and repoiee in the 
pMradiee of God, unites itself to their happiness as to our 
own. With them we would dwell for ever ; with them we 
would renew the intercourse whieh death shall interrupt ; 
with them we would taste that happiness which eye as jet 
hath not seen, and of which the heart of man cannot as 
yet conceive. Such hope hecomes a source and an ahun* 
dant and fruitful source of human happiness. It is a well 
of liring water. Connecting itself with our domestic and 
social relations, it assumes a more important feature— it 
takes a more endearing shape. The more it expands itself, 
the more wide its circle extends, so much the more does it 
ftll and exalt the mind. Had Christianity done no more 
for OS than confirmed and established the hope of immor^ 
taliiy. Its advantages would hare been inestimable. It has 
made that which was before a floating idea, a fixed, a 
vital, a Hying principle. It has converted the fountain 
which sent forth sweet waters and bitter, into a perennial 
spring of felicity. It allays the restlessness and anxieties 
of our thoughts with regard to ourselves and those to 
#hom we are most intimately united ; and at the same 
time that it gives us a foretaste of the felicities of heaven, 
it administers additional delight by placing an immortal 
crown on the betoved of our soul. Our affections are 
warmed and expanded by its cheering prospects ; and all 
that we can imagine of peace, consolation, and felicity-— all 
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that springs from refined occupations from exalted intei' 
course and ethereal contemplations— -all that can be peri- 
ceived and felt and enjoyed in the splendid presence of that 
Being who is the light, the life, and the joy of the unir 
verse ; Christianity encourages us to anticipate, and pro- 
mises to , unfold, before the astonished gaze of creation, 
and to bestow freely and for ever upon the just madfi 
perfect. 

The reasonableness of the hope of immortality is 
evinced — the certainty is established. Thanks be to Crod 
for his unspeakable gift ! How valuable it is none can 
tell ; but many can feel, who derive from it renovation to 
their decaying spirit, who cling to it as a refuge when the 
hand of the spoiler overturns the fabric of their ^artl^y 
happiness and lays one after another their loved ones in 
the grave. Yes ! many can feel, who repose upon it in the 
midst of earthly trouble; to whom it is the anchor of the 
soul when the waves of adversity beat against their fragile 
bark, and threaten to bury it in the deep waters. With- 
out it, the world would present a different aspect. Clouds 
and darkness would often rest upon it — ^storms and tempests 
would often devastate it — and fear, and Storrow, and de^ 
pair would often maintain their dreadful empire. With 
it, there is light and beauty — there is serenity and peace ; 
where sorrow shows her tearful visage her sister joy is not 
far distant, and both are but the handmaids to conduct to 
the mansions of unfading glory and bliss. 

Had the. course of argument been as luminous and pow- 
erful as the subject permits, we should then fully perceive 
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In what an admirable manner the religion of our honored 
Lord cori'esponds to our situation ! how it strengthens our 
Weakness and supplies our wants ! But perhaps enough 
has been said to gire stability, where that stability was 
wanting to our convictions of its excellence. Oh, when it 
teaches us to be diligent in the improvement of every 
ikculty and talent which we possess— when it requires us 
to be upright, and kind, and merciful in every relation of 
life — when it leads us to an intimate and holy communion 
With God, raises our trembling soul to his presence, and 
sublimes it with the essence of his purity and love — ^when 
it cherishes and exalts our virtues in the present life, and 
crowns them with glory in the life which is eternal — we 
should not refuse our admiration of its excellence, we 
should not count other things than as loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord ! Should 

r 

we attJempt with the most scrutinizing exactness to dis- 
cover in any respect its incapacity to refine and ennoble, to 
communicate the most pure and enduring joys, to console 
amidst the afflictive changes of our mutable condition, and 
to sanctify every dispensation of our God and Father in 

« 

heaven, the attempt would hW ; we should make no such 

discovery, for, in this and in all respects, it is exactly such 

as the most perfect wisdom would contrive for us and our 

purest affections delight in. 

Is it without reason, then, that the Apostle Paul places so 

distinguished a value upon it? that he esteems it above all 

price ? that he suffered the loss of all things for it ? and 

was only anxious in his own expressive words to win 
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Christ? His admiration is jast and natural. Having 
drank deep of the inspiration of Christ's religion, he was 
qualified to speak to its ' value ; that value was impressed 
upon hit hi#r4^ - il W4s enhanced xiiiriiig thie eowoe of -Ms 
apostolic labours^ it was lessened neither by .the proapect 
nor tho.eiipeariefuse of death* . May we trine it also | Maf we 
liotA ^ the profession of it, and reo^Ye from it the btc M 
ing» of w)ii»h it^is d^nsti^ ted the medium* Enough are the 
trials in, whidi, we requiee fortitude and prudence ; eimiigh 
«re, the afflictioiis inwhkh we need oonsolation and hope. 
In- these trials and afflictions religion will be found a 
80V4»refgi^-tt perpetual aid. And she is ever at.ovr hesid 
to do us good, to bless us, to restrain or to excite^ to ad- 
monish or to commend, to subdoe or to exalt-— and fhae^to 
be the oompamon and the monitor of oar life. If <we iaif 
low h^ dictates, if we act according to her seggesi^oiis 
and make her our fHend, we shall receive happiness from 
her when. the world frowns or when it smiles, when advev* 
sity enters our dwelling or prosperity gladdens oar fog^ 
step with its rays. And hereafter, at theconeununfition.ef 
all things, our happiness will be perpetuated i<.relig»ioiiie 
hope will be succeeded by enjoyments to which K^l^fiam 
will slill yield its attraction»-^^ith which it wH) still nun* 
gle its sacred delights. ^ .. 
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We hiive in tbe 29th Psalm it vivid descriptSon of tb« 
effiseto of the word of Jehovah, cMieiy upon inanimate 
nstore. The sacred poet describes, in a enbliine and im^ 
pressive manner, how this word produces tiose phenome- 
na of the natural world which are of a grand and aWfUl 
character, referring particularly to the scenes which were 
deiir to the hearts of the sons of Israel— -and amid which, to 
their view, the majeety of JehoTah w«m cfaiefiy unveiled. 
The Psalm is a majestic outpouring of the spirit of devo- 
tion, and attests equally the energy and fii*e of He^ 
brew poetry, the talent of the Hebrew bard, and tiieiiH 
spiration of sacred truth. We love to hear the praises of 
the One True and Living God sung to so ^fted a lyre. 
Entering into the feelings of the Psalmist, we shall not 
confine ourselves to the ideas contained in his noble aiid 
highly devotional ode ; for the voice of the Lord has been 
heard in various ways, and in every age of the worlds 
prodaiming his existence and asseiting his supremacy, 
with a grandeur and authority which rivets the attentiem, 
and awe the soul to silence. We do not now allude to 
the awful proclamation to which Moses and tilie Israelites 
listened, with speechless wonder, amidst the thunder and 
lightning of Mount Sinai— to the sublime communications 
vouchsafed to the Hebrew prophets, to the testimony from 
heaven, given to Jesus near the waters of the Jordan — 
* This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased,* — ^nor 
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t^ the Mme grand testimony repeated in his favor on the 
motnit of Transfiguration. It is not only in the extraor- 
dinary commniuiS&^oiis of his spirit that the voice of the 
Adorable Oreater aAd Qofr&ntar of the world is heard, but 
in all thft woidqs of Us )iands> These hare,a voic^ which tell 
lis that he edisls, vbidi proclaim wiUi immense authority 
and etievgy. his infinite power, his •onsummi^te skill a<id 
wisdom, his oreriomnf^ goocbiess. 

Walk into the gaifden, or the field* or the grove. Look 
at the sraiMies o£plaiit» which flAuri^ on eyery side ! On 
thtt stem and Hie lesvea of each you may look with admira- 
tion, and dlaBover.in tbem the work of a master hand. 
Look at tka flowers I The formihow various, yet elegant 
in all; the coleraliow.ridi and glowing, and though few in 
luiasber, yet. blended and diversified, almost to Ipfinity ! 
Their odimr* tool The air is filled with it; and it is 
wafted along by the. breeze to delight the labourer as he 
ai^lies himself iro his task, and to refresh .the traveller ^ 
he hastens on hts way.- • Press the turf with your foot— and 
whilst pon admire ite. velvj^t eoftness, jQiink. .that every 
blade of grass and ejirery minuta plant which compose it, 
are fonned with'ft skill that none can rival or i^iitate. 
Raise the eya tQ these ,tl9ees, which plapting their broad 
and r^igl^ed Irttnka firmly, in thegrpupd, lift their branches 
iNt higii». and weav^ itwfn ou.t to minute tendrils on which 
the)^ hang teir gfoen aad glassy leares.. . Herp is the oak, 
justly* named die mooardi of our woods» the glory and pro- 
jection of loarasland^,. Affd^hATStlj^^m toilers ^b^veit, 
a stately* aad ms|ssOic tree 4 wl^s^^.thft beecji inclines ite 
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iliicklf-ftOTered bfandiM toiirarditiie 'gsoand^anAitbe 
bircb, with its diver iMirk, haiv^ Mi ligM&atid gnwaM 
wreath ^abore oiir b^ada. Admire tile defKkk and' riehmfl* 
of tbetr united tint^, and rej<Moe intlM oMlneas: •§ littiir 
sbade. And now liftt^ %o tbe «aNfl of te fOfonsf birdi m 
Ibey rustle among tile feaves^-Hir tpfing) in the exubeMnte 
of their enjoyment, frotet tTM to tree. Brttn IdiD. distant 
hill smiles in its softened lovi^neM^ imd the; river winds 
its bourse along the ralley atid glitttm with thflr light Irom 
heaven, as if it ftlt the calm beauty and tba happiness whkh 
it seems to reflect. And now, leUme, does Mr v<iioe:c«iie 
to you from aU these interesting objetts^^Mthiisa graeefiii, 
and sweet, and lovely works ? Does not tfaa hambleit flower 
address you ? nor the breeze beiir to your ear a language 
from the waving forest? nor the OdOHr of the gard0ii,aad 
the field, and ihe rapturous song which tnakes the woods 
vocal, bring their messa^ to yOur deHghted semett**- 
Listen, and they will tell you of Ood. They will bring to 
you solemn but captivating^ words i>f his wotalroaa skHl, 
his wise and kind arrangement, the order -and beneficeiiee 
of his universal 'Providence. They wifl'ifiipresi npott yctar 
minds ideas of Itifltiite perfection, and exciter in your bosoms 
feelings of admiration and lbv6-— of pious delight, and ez- 
hilirating hope. From one and fifbvA aUMllv -^ohsa, indeed, 
will come to you, to wake your mindb to the oonaoiotiSBess 
of his sacred prdseiice ; and to call npan ymur souls and M 
"iliit is wHhln yon, to praise and magidfy to 'tacmd name. 

TKeWdrkft of God, i»^rcFi%#^ thof ara iean i aad^here 
are tli^jr not seen ?-«-speak to th^ l e a a em of iaen» aptpaalto 
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their understanding and affections, and urge them to bear 
continually with them a sense of his presence, and to open 
their souls to the fall inspiration of the glories they behold. 
7%e voice of the Lord is upon the waters : who has gazed 
upon the immense ocean, and not felt the meaning of this 
sentiment ? It is a majestic object ; and its changing sur- 
face and its ever-varying lines, do not allow the admiration 
and the interest of the beholder to sleep. Like the life of 
man, it is sciarcely ever a scene of unbroken tranquillity and 
rest. It is either ebbing or flowing, and its ebb and flow 
have continued even from the infancy of the world to the 
present moment, to preserve the purity of its waters, and 
the health of the animal and rational world. It seems to 
sleep at times beneath the glittjoring radiance of a summer 
sky, or when the breeze of evening dies upon it and the last 
rays of heaven touch it with gold ; but even then you hear 
the soft ripple as it moves the pebbles upon the distant 
shore. At other times, its whole surface is agitated ; lash- 
ed into fury by the rising blast, billow rolls upon billow, 
foaming and roaring in the madness of the storm, and 
threatens to uproot the earth on which its force is expend- 
ed. It is the voice of God which thus * speaks. The 
softest murmur of the deep, and the awful utterings of its 
fury, bear that voice to the ear of man. They proclaim 
His Oibnipotence who gave to the sea gates and bars, and 
said to it, in^the flrmnds of his purpose, * Hitherto shalt 
thou cdme but no further, and here shall the pride of thy 
waves be stayed.' Whilst we wwtch this noble element as 
it stretches itself from the shores of our lasd, and seens 
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to.unit^ with the (JUtant horizoQ» let us.Dec^lYC wijljtL WMie 
atjtentioQ the instrufition it conveys tQu^. . A memento of 
the power of Q od» it spreads itself fort]i;as his henevolenee 
je3qpan<l|, a^d tiears.tp all 1J^ .shoje^ of .life > ijch.and «94- 
}idsg variety of Ueiasiqgs. It speaks to us, pf h^^lth,. .aod of 
Ijhe advantages of civiUziktion« jfchf e;(change of the neces- 
saries and luxuries ofjiife, the social, relations pfj^e^ple who 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the earth. When ,wje h^r 
the murmur .of the deep as. it li§s in contented and placid 
jBJigesty-— « mirror of thebHghtn^,yf.heavexi>— or rolls 
with mjghty swell and darkened colour, at the impulse of 
t}ie terapeM: ; when we listen to the breathing of the wind 
iq)on the sails of the mariner's vessel^ as it carries him along 
to. enterprise and fortune, ia it not the voice of God call- 
ing upon us to revere his majesty-r-of which the.ocean is .a 
ii|iot emblf^m-^nd to rejoice in tl^ ample .prpyi^ion he has 
made for human industry, the exercise of intrepidity and 
genius,, ^nd the recipro9al welfare of distant nations? 

i^nd now let the Heavens engage your thoughts. Do 
^^ put. forth no voice ? Have you ever attentively ob* 
sgEvM them when, from East to West and from North to 
^Qth, they presoated to the eye a beautiful expanse of 
blue*-«U Uuesave a thin and white cloud which .only 
)iivightened» by its contrast, the r^^hness^ of the colour? 
Hav^ -yott not beheld the elouda, rolling in masses like the 
MttoTO^ «f Ae. de^i and b^r^tlng op^a ^ gijvf a pi^ssage <(0 
ik» ligfalaiiog's fire» or (gatlM»riBg th^^iselve^.togf^^er to 
noawis aad.to. reftect the 1^ r9iyii ^f tbe^ipafvtii^ sun? 
BiHr;fNi|uetiA;are these dispUors of be^y. and g^raBdeur! 
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And ih& mm^hejer in his place, measuring his course from 
East to West, shedding his generous beams upon the ea«th, 
and lighting it up with his magnifieeace, that ail who 
live upon It may exult in the dfty, and taste of the enji^- 
ment activity brings to them; And vhen night eometh, 
the season of rest and sleep, the aspect of the heavens h 
changed— ^but it is still an aspect of grandenr and glory. 
The stars keep their silent watches, though the eye of man 
is closed. They are the diamonds of hearen. libok 
around you, and count their number and measure their 
magnitude. See hov the gentle lustre they emit spreads 
itself over the sky, and sheds a soft light even upon the 
earth. And see, the moon is rising, she travels npwards; 
and as she is obscured for a little while by the fleecy clouds 
which cross her path, and then shews her beautuous face 
above them, she, seems to picture virtue moving amid the 
clouds of life ; and though occasionally hidden from "^le 
eye, again reappearing, and rising to higher grace and 
more distinguished beauty. Say, have you beheld these 
tilings with an indifferent eye? Have not this splendour 
and glory excited your admiration? Because they are of 
daily and nightly occurrence, have your thoughts scarcely 
been fixed upon them ? Has no sound come to yoU frdm 
their remoteness^ to inspire ideas of Him who spread out 
the heavens like a curtain, and gave the stars their hames 
and appointed them. a haMta^on? Believe me, silently as 
the SUA travels his daily path in the skjr, and the plmiets 
move in l^ienr appointed orbits, and the stars dwell in their 
pavMioBS and n^oA fort^ tlheir brightness to guide the b^ 
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nigfated tniveller, they oall to the soul of Inaii—- and emo- 
tlfonB of piety riae at their bidding. There is, in their si- 
lence, an eloquence which words possess not. Listen again, 
and tell me, what ideas and thoughts you can form of In- 
finite and Beneficent power which they do not inspire. 
Where will you seek evidences of the Creator *s power and 
grandeur, his magnificence and goodness, if the vault of 
heaven with its infinity of worlds, glowing and rushing 
along their course with exquisite harmony and unbroken 
CKrder, does not bring them home to you ? And in what 
portion of his works would you seek the superintending 
presence of God, or hear the echo of his voice if you dis** 
cern them not amid the noblest and the best ? From the 
glorious ^spot on which he has erected his throne, he speaks 
to his human ofifepring. His voice comes to them from the 
sun as he biases on high, from the moon in her milder 
light and beauty, from the stars in their countless number 
and infinite distance, to wake their minds to conceptions 
of aataral beauty and magnificence ; to call into life their 
slumbering feelings, and to teach them what are the trea- 
inree of an exalted and refined devotion. 

And is there no voice sounding even within us, and 
coming at once to the heart ? Does it not bid us reflect 
on our own powers, on the attribute of reason, and on the 
strength and delight of human affections? When our 
soul has been disturbed and troubled with human ills, has 
00 gentle whisper come to console us? When despon- 
dency, like the darkness of midnight, has come upon us, 
and ve have felt l(Hie and comfortless, has not tiie same 
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whisper poured Ub comfort into our sonl, aiid ekborted lis 
to take courage? Our Father has heen near us, in all-oiir 
distresses, if we have not seen him. He has spoken peace 
to our troubled soul, if we hare not heard him. And'iSie 
same voice which springs from the green herbage, aiid is 
wafted along on the odorous breeze — which is blended wfth 
the murmur of the forest, with the dash of ocean** wate^ 
and rises above the fury of the storm^-the voice which 
sends its softest echoes through the vast eoncave of heaven, 
and side by side with every ray of light — ^that voice tdk 
the unfortunate and the sorrowing, no less than the pros- 
perous and the happy, of infinite goodness and never Rul- 
ing mercy. It says to human sadness, be consoled ; to hu- 
man pride, lie prostrate ; to human piety, awake, receive 
my inspiration, and live and glow for ever. 

We wish to excite a livelier attention to the works of 
nature, and a quicker perception of the lesson whidi tilieir 
variety, and order, and beauty, and uses convey to the In- 
quiring mind. The works of God will contihue to pro- 
claim his perfections, and to declare his greatness and ma- 
jesty, whether we listen to them or not. Beauty, and 
sweetness, and grace, and fragrance will overspread the flEice 
of the earth-^the seasons present their varied ch^rms-^^nd 
the heavens their magnificence by day, theit softeiSflBd 
splendour and glory by night, notwithstanding our Inatten- 
tion and insensibility. But this indifference will rob us* of 
one of the pUrest and most exalted pleasures which we are 
capable of enjoying — ^that of learning to Reverence and love 
the Creator through the medium of his works. Csill those 
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pka««r«9 ftfier which, men «rQ ^c^ frirqyfBivtly and eigerly 
hasteniag !— ^peak net of th«m at tl^ same time witl^ tl^e 
pleasures of inielkct — ^tliosa which devout admiration of 
Ike works of creation, and the frequent study of then), 
supply to the mind. These are pleasures which may be 
safely pursued ; there is wisdom in the pursuit of them, 
for they not only solacp us when care and distress come 
over us, hut they are productive of good to pur moral na- 
ture ; they strengthen our religious impressions, and render 
our pious feelings more susceptible, more vigorous, and 
more fruitful of offerings to our Father in Heaven. 

We need state no other reasons for calling upon the 
young, before other and less valuable habits are formed, to 
accustom themselves to contemplations on the Divine works, 
that they may see God in them, and hear the music or the 
awfulness of his voice. Nature presents to them a book in 
which they may always read ; she speaks to them in a lan- 
^;uage wluch they may always hear. And with the dispo- 
sition to learn of her, t^ey will Jind mental profit as well 
as health even in a walk. They cannot see an object which 
is not cudotts and wonderful. A tree, a plant, a flower, 
the rq>pling brook, or the broader or more majestic river, 
the spirit of the mom, the brilliancy of mid-day, and the 
^lence and sweetness of eventide, the earth lighted up by 
day, and the heavens with their own lustre by night — all 
these objects, and all the phenomena of nature, will pour 
knowledge into their minds, and peace and joy into their 
hearts. And they will go to revelation for new lessons, 
and listen with increasing reverence^ and piety, and hap- 
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piness to the voice of Him who giveth salralioil to his 
people. 



Twas the Toice of God ! I heard it rise 

On the fitful tempest's angry moan, 
As billowy clouds engulfed the pure skies, 

And the lightning's glance through their dafk mast shone; 
Proudly the storm went careering on, 

The forest groaned at its maddening roar ; 
Old ocean leaped up, that mighty one, 

And dashed his huge form on the trembling shore^ 

That voice, that voice, how loud it rung ! 

How rolled its volume o'er mountain and fell ! 
Whilst Echo in breathless wonder hung, 

And Time seem'd to hear his own sad knell : 
Mournful it came on the sweeping blast 

From yon dark hull where terror is shrieking. 
Where the wild farewell is convulsive past. 

And human ties and hearts are breaking. 

'Twas the voice of 6od-^I heard it swell 

Where the dark woods wave and birds are singing. 
Where flowers their love-tale blushing tell, 

And the heather's silver bells are ringing ; 
Where blossoms are wreathed from spray to spray. 

Their drops in scented chalice distilling. 
And spirits of air fan the blooming day, 

And Nature's bosom with joy is thrilling. 

It swept through the glade and bade awake, 
The crystal gem in each flower-cup shined ; 

Then murmuring breathed o'er the scented brake, 
And the woodbine more lovely its tendrils twined^ 
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On tiie 8ephyr*» wing it was borne along, 

Andtho woods grateful smiled as it passed them by. 

The happy brook warbled a sweeter song, 

A thousand glad throats trilled their minstrelsy. 

'Twasthe yoice of God — its melody came 

O'er the soul, in richest cadence stealing, 
And it fanned into life the spirit's flame, 

Gently it breathed on each fount of feeling ; 
Of love it whispered, the love that beams 

More bright than day, than suns more glowing— 
And told of rapture's sparkling streams. 

From golden urns for ever flowing. 

Softer and sweeter its harmony swept 

O'er grieTs deep throb, and the pang of despair 
Hung on the spot where the lorn one wept, 

And left its lingering echoes there : 
And still shall it touch the chords of joy. 

Still make up rapture's holiest tone, 
Or, rushing along in its majesty. 

Tell the world that it governs alone — ^alone. 
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The kind notice wliicli our Lord was accustomed to take 
of little children, is a pleasing and delightful picture of 
condescension and love. His errand was to itien— 4o admo- 
nish them of their guilt and impiety, to warn them of 
the consequences of their evil doings, to excite the dormant 
spirit of goodness and religion in their souls, to lead them 
a subdued and penitent band to the throne of the Divine 
Grace ; and the execution of this solemn and awful commu- 
nion might hare been supposed so td occupy his mind, and 
absorb his thoughts and feelings, as to indispose him to 
give more than a passing thought to the feeble in&nt and 
the prattling child. In ft«qnent and holy communion 
with God, his whole soul filled with divine inspiration, 
swelling with thoughts of the unutterable majesty of his 
Adorable Parent, of the grace and glory of religion, of 
the pure bliss of immortality, of the final exaltation, har^ 
mony, and glory of mankind ; how could it be expected 
that he should stoop firom this height to welcome and bless 
the little one clinging to Ids knee and watching for his 
smile ? And when we see him in all the dignity of a 
divine Messenger, and all the severity of offended virtue, 
exposing the deceit and wickedness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and making them tremble at luspresence or steal 
away in the shame and confusion of their face ; how little 
are we prepared for beholding him winning the hearts of 
parents by his condescension and benignity to their chil- 
dren ! The error of his disciples would not be a very 
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nncommon error. They thought that he would be annoyed 
and troubled by the in^tortvnity.of tbesi^ p^eDjtcu - Per- 
haps they imagined that he might deem it trifling w^th 
him to ask his kind notice of the young, or feel it beneath 
the dignity of his office and character, to notice or speak 
to them. Hence it was that they rebuked the parents. 
Put they were wrong. They misinterpreted the gravity 
which at his age was truly venerable— the piercing look 
and severe tone in which he rebuked the impenitent : they 
knew not the full strength of that generous aft'ectiop which 
beat in his heart for all human-kind ; much as they saw in 
him to revere and love, they were yet but imperfectly 
acquainted with the. generosity of his disposition, and had 
felt but in part the power and living grace of hiti 
virtues. 

The parents turned away in disappointment at the 
rebuke of the disciples. ]t was in reverence of Christ 
they had come to him. They regarded him as a sainted 
being whose very touch might benefit their offspring— 
whose blessing, uttered in prayer, might cling through life 
to them and avail to their virtue and happiness ; and they 
sorrowed to think that their errand had failed, and that 
one of so sacred a character and worthy their deep reverence, 
was not to be approached. But the Master hears the 
request, and hastes to correct the error of his disciples, and 
to remove the disappointment of the applicants. St^er 
little children to come unto tne, said he, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven^ Thrice blessed words 1 The delighted 
parents heard them with transport. They pressed forward 
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vitii~*tMr little ones^ and saw i^ condesoendteg and 
smiaUe Jftut larf hit luaida up«ii tbem, and rejoiced to 
tirade Ihst his todeh had isipartod Bome ij^ritoal grace. 

The {BCtufd is tndjr a delightful o]i»-*let iu gaie upon 
it io? a moment efe ve proceed. See the Saviour wel- 
eotttng hie iii£iiit disciples! hi« eye looks with kindness 
and lore upon them» he bends to them with afifection, his 
hamis' atv clasped over them, his prayer ascends to heaven 
for them I widlst tiie parents* eyee swim in tears of grati- 
tude bad delight. 

Bitt mark ouathordLBwor^B^^f msek tithe kingdom rf 
keawen. What meaning shall we attach to such words ? 
Does he mean to commend the disposition of children—^ 
pronounce it good and lovely? Does he intimate that 
disciples of maturer age, to be acceptable to him,must«hew 
iSie same artlessness aad simplicity, the same inofibnsive- 
ness-, the same yielding temper and humble spirit ? This is 
his nieaning-^orhe loved little ehildren-4e watched with 
pleasure and delight their opening ^sposition% and in all 
his views and aH his labors, fidr the edification and final 
felicity of mankind, they shared lus thoughts and qakk- 
ened his exertions. 

And it is a lovely thing to see innooent and happy 
childreti. We look with pleasure on the smile that ani* 
mates their iace. We watch with warm interest their 
mitidil opening to instrue^on, panting after knowledge, and 
the st)eaking intelligence of their eye when some fireshidea 
is taken in. How joyous their spirit ! how guileless their 
thoiightsl how free from care their hearts! they have not 
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learnt the sorrow nf^h e»mm of ifai; 'i^jhmtt tMt 
aoqaired the art of deceiTing and (Mtn^iiif ; tfaelt4;hiMifhfci 
and wishes are as pure as HtuA «lcNir- df the ro«,JSdi ihtit 
sorrow? as tranilienf M an Afdil showei^. Alas f that the 
world shonld erer sullj this Inftoceiice «iul deitiojr tUs 
sweetness— that It should hreiUt d^wn tiiif Ufht-^MirtedMes 
with sordid cares ; or, cohveyhig awaf these dttmestsr of 
happiness, deposit in their place the deadly idgredleiitB ttf 
crime and withering femorset A«d ii tbsii no tiaiedf ! 
Mnst the innocent mind he for erer tntored to evil, and 
^e buddings of jrontbAil rlrtue be seon^d aad witMf ed 
bf the fires of siii? No— no! Tfaare is a remedf. 
Wldlst children are innocent and happf as we hmv% deieiifo-» 
ed them, bring them to the Saviour. Wait not tiU thay 
seek him of t&eir own accord, lest yon wait till the plea- 
sures of sin hare captivated them) and unholy thoof^ta and 
unseemly companions hare led them in a direction fatal to 
their welfare ; but guide them to him Whilst theif hearta 
are untainted, and their souls begin to expand to the * 
perception of good and sacred tilings. This is the tine to 
secure them firom evil, and to obtain for them hia blessing. 
But how bring them to the Saviour ? He does not now 
walk the earth in the sight of men, rousing them to just 
and good thoughts, and aa the sower scattors his seed, 
spreading the blessings of heaven and happiness on every 
side. The parent cannot now hang with delight on the 
prayer audibly pronounced l^ Jesus over his childi nor 
tl» infant eye gue on his saored person* True, infants 
cannot be guided to his presenee nor reeeived in his arma ; 
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tab tiiejr may be taught to know Mm and to love him. In 
% igoratrre sense th(^ may be led to him; for their enquir- 
ing aad'cager minds will soon learn to think of him in his 
saerod character, to understand the interest which he feels 
for them, and to, be grateful for the kindness with which 
others like themselves were once honored by him. Let 
them be told of the engaging manner in which he received 
the young of ancient days. Let them hear the kind things 
he said of them, the admiration he expressed of their sim- 
ple innocence; not to excite feelings of vanity in their 
'young minds, but to prepare them for hearing more of him, 
and learmng to preserve, that sweetness of disposition and 
guileless simplicity, which their Saviour loved and com- 
mended. . His own condescension prepares the way for 
this. Children naturally love those of maturei; age who 
are kind to them and condescending, who manifest an 
interest in them and endeavour to call forth their young 
affections ; and would they not begin to love, as a kind and 
gentle friend, the Saviour of the world, if they were made 
acquainted with his kind feelings towards them — ^his kind 
expressions respecting them — and the willingness and ten- 
derness witL which he received the youngest of them to his 
arms ? Their affections once engaged for him, they would 
listen with increasing interest to plsdn and simple state- 
ments of the objects for which be appeared upon earth« 
Moved by that ever active curiosity which belongs so 
peculiarly to their age, they would anticipate the endea- 
vours of their parents and instructors ; and hasten, by their 
ingenious questions, those explanations which we advise to 
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be made to them atru very entlj p^ridd4 And the eurio^ 
flity whitili points ih thh direotioti, at t&e lametimetttfitit 
is gratified, may liafe its issue in eoBMqnenoea tlM moat 
desirable and happy, inasriinch as the gnitiieatiimof ItHmy 
be accompanied with that moral luid religiotis trainhtg 
whose advantages no mind can M!y eetfetaate, unless tUe 
final glory and felicity of Christ's discipleS be Justly under- 
stood and felt. 

We say again, therefore, Wifih antious solieitiide for ao 
interesting a part of the Chtisilan chuitb^ let Uttl* chil- 
dren be brought to Christ. Teach them to loTe him, and 
they will be prepared to reyerence what he says to them. 
And when they are told that Ood sent hhn forth to teadi 
men to be good and happy, and how he labored to carry 
forward this great and good work ; when they ean under 
Stand that he gave up life to accomplish it, and for his 
obedience unto death was made the Prince of Life ; when 
their opening minds can perceive the connexion between 
the religious goodness of men upon earth and the hapt>i^ 
ness of the land in which Jesus prepatvs places for his 
faithful disciples ; we may hope and expect that they will 
be prepared for more important communications, and. for 
loving that goodness, and endeavouring to show it forth, 
which Jesus loved in others like themselves. Their lore 
for Jesus exerted and strengthened by their parents, will 
give interest aiid importance to all that are taught of his 
instructions to the Jews, and the manner in which he lived 
among them. Kappily^ for them, it can scarcely be neces- 
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sary to call their attention to a single trait of goodness, in 
which the example of Jusus may not be described as a 
sanction of the lesson. Tell them that vanity and pride 
are oflfensive and wrong, and let them see the humility of 
Jesus, as like a dutiful servant, and in the observance of 
his own precept, whosoever will be chief among you let him 
be your servant, he washes his disciples' feet. Tell them 
that the poor, the sick and the wretched, are objects of kind- 
ness and benevolence, and that it is a duty and a pleasure 
to assist them, and let them see Jesus in his benevolent 
walks through Judea and Galilee, not only providing for 
the souls' wel&re, but with wonderful kindness and com- 
passion healing the sick, comforting the mourner, and 
relieving the destitute. Tell them how sad and wicked it 
is to depart from the truth, and let them know of one on 
whose lips guile was never found. Tell them that they 
should be dutiful to their parents, love them, and endeavour 
to make them happy ; and let them see Jesus obeying his 
parents in his youth, and in the last moments of his life, 
and in the midst of his grevious sufferings, caring for hk 
mother, and providing for her an affectionate friend and a 
peaceful home. Tell them that God, their Father in hea- 
ven, is entitled to their highest affection and most dutiful 
service ; and let them follow their Great Master into the 
more private scenes of his life, when no eye is upon hijn but 
God's, andseehow dutiful to God he then was, how resigned 
to his will, how strong his affection for him, and how anx- 
ious he was to please him in all things, although the path 
of obedience might lead him, as indeed, it did lead him, to a 
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dreadfal death. Brought up in this way at the feet of the 
Saviour, taught in the most winning manner what are 
goodness, and virtue, and piety, and religion, made to fed 
the force of heautiful example as well as to comprehend 
the meaning of wise precepts and discourses, the young are 
prepared in the hest manner, not only for more extensive 
knowledge and more spiritual communications, hut forbear* 
ing the trials of temper and character to which they are soon 
to be exposed, and for enduring the temptations that await 
them, unhappily, on every side. They learn to think and 
act as becomes the disciples of Christ at an early period, 
and having once imbibed a reverence and lore of him, and 
become impressed with the value of religious goodness, 
they will have recourse to him whenever they are in diffi- 
culty — seek his guidance and counsel — and feel anxious to 
acquire and maintain that sanctity of character, and that 
fidelity to God and religion, which he constantly recom- 
mends and honors in his instructions and his life. 

We think parents delay too long the duty of guiding 
their children to the presence of Jesus. They leave them too 
much to the operation of association and habit, and allowing 
them to advance many years in life before they seriously 
apply 'themselves to the pleasing task of instructing them 
in the principles of religion, and causing them to feel and 
to enter into the motives which regulate the affections and 
the conduct of the disciples of Christ. How long are they 
habituated to an attendance upon public worship before 
the reasons for such attendance are submitted to their 
minds ! How long are they made to bend the knee in pri- 
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▼»te prayer^ before they are taught why prayer is offered to 
Oody and what ia its effiLcacy upon the mind and heart ! 
TUs aught not so to be ; it is neglect— it is injury. The 
best ^me .to commence religious education is when the 
mind is youngs in its simple state, and free to receive the 
best impre^ns. Seal these impressions upon it, and it is 
pre*oocupisd for good. The young affections, as they ex- 
pand, are engi^ped on the side of virtue and rdigion^ sad 
are in less danger of being afterwards drawn aside from 
these best and dearest objects, whilst every additional lesson 
serves more eadly and closely to cement the connexion, to 
beautify the opening character, and cause it finally to shine 
forth in all ity^ loveliness and attractions. Happy labor 
which is thus productive of good! Richly is it rewarded 
in the improvement and the happiness of the young. And 
when it is undertalcen with sincenty and performed with 
diligence^ wisdcyn and affection, we may hope to witness its 
most extensive effects in the improvement, not only of the 
i^e of ehildhood,butof every age, and a more illustrious 
display of the hesivenly virtues which may be truly called 
the children of Christianity. 

Theae are hints for the consideration of parents — to the 
young disciples of Jesus we say, listen, children, to the 
words of his lips. Hear how kindly he speaks of the inno- 
cent—^ow he teaches his older disciples by referring to 
yon. He tells them, < Except ye be converted and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven/ And agun, in words which we have already 
quoted, ^ Suibr little children to come unto me, and forbid 
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tbem not, for of sucli is the kingdom of heayen.* li Is liot 
necessary again to explain this meaning, nor repeat tils 
favorable opinion of your young minds, yoar tender and slm* 
pie hearts. Surely you desire to remain what your Saviour 
has described you to be ? You would not wiDingly lose 
that character which he has attributed to you. You give 
the promise of better things — ^let that promise be k^t. 
Do not destroy, by your own neglect or waywardness, the 
sweet and lovely picture which Jesus has di^wn of you. 
Taking the hand of your parents, seek his presence, bis 
counsel, his approbation, his affection. Learn to love 
him-^eam to obey him;— and increase as you may in 
years and stature, be still children, untutored in deceit, 
nnpractiBed in wickedness. Attempts will be made to draw 
you off from your attachment to Jesus and your duty to 
Ckyd. Pray for help from above and resist them. The 
flattering snares with which pleasure tries to catch this un- 
wary and' thoughtless, will be spread around you; be on 
your guard, pray for heavenly wisdom that you may see 
and detect them, and you will not be taken captive. 
And whenever the integrity of your mind is in danger of 
yielding—- or your religions principles of being undermined, 
-*-rememberwhat you learnt of Jesus in your earliest years, 
what additions of knowledge riper years bestowed — re- 
Kiember how he loved you innocent and pure, and that in*- 
noctnoe and purity will -always secure his love — and you 
will pause, you will recall your departing regard for good- 
ness and religion, and be innocent still. Think yon Im^w 
poisible it is tiiat Jesus is preparing to receive you in 
Vol. I. — 'So, 3. h 
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heaven. Go to him in that humility of spirit, that ten- 
derness of heart, and that sweetness of disposition, which 
he loved in your childhood, and you shall be welcomed to 
his arms and be happy with him for ever. 
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The Deluge. 

Noah obeyed the divine command, and followed the di^ 
tine suggestions, in building an immense vessel to receive 
his family and the various tribes of creatures which were 
to be preserved in it, till the flood had come upon the land 
and passed away again. Sceptical men have attempted to 
prove that this vessel could not contain the /inimals which 
are said to have dwelt in it. To refute such arguments, 
calculations hate been made by learned men, among the 
rest by Dn Wells, (Geography of the Old and New Tes- 
tament,) who has ingeniously demonstrated that 1;he Ark of 
Noah could easily contain the family of Noah, and all the 
animals enumerated^ with provision for the space of twelve 
months. 

M^hen the preparations of Noah were ended, Jehovah sum- 
moned him to take up his abode in this spacious structure^ 
" Come thou and all thy house into the ark, for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this generation." — ^Noah 
enters with his family; beasts, birds, and insects follow 
him, probably by a divine impulse ; and then the Almighty 
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secures th« ark against the entrance of the waters. The 
fountains of the great deep are broken up, the windows of 
heaven are opened, and one universal flood desolates the 
earth. The waters rise even above the mountains ; and 
every creature that moveth on the face of the earth, or 
beateth the air with its wings, is destroyed. 

Awful — most awful is the destruction ! The families of 
mankind, and all their labors, are covered by the inun- 
dating waves and seen no more. The valleys first receive 
the impetuous streams, and the labors of the husbandmen 
with their flocks and herds are swept away. The affright- 
ed inhabitants ascend the neighbouring hills and obtain a 
short respite from the impending ruin. But not even the 
summit of the lofty mountain is a secure refuge for those 
who would fly from the fate which pursues them. The 
waters climb the mountain's side, and the wretched groups 
that cover its green head, behold with dismay the verdure 
receding from their eyes, and themselves surrounded by a 
waste of waters, extending as far as the eye can reach ; 
whilst here and there its foaming surface is tinged with a 
dark green spot, covered with groups as wretched as them- 
selves, whose uplifted hands and frantic cries bespeak the 
agonies of despair. The father draws his children round 
him, the mother presses her babe closer to her trembling 
breast ; friend dings to friend — ^but it is in vain. Now 
the spray washes their feet— now the waves encircle them 
— <and now, with one convulsive cry, parents and children, 
the young, the blooming, and the aged, sink in the abyss, 
and the wave rolls in awful majesty above them. 'Tis 

02 
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past! and the spot whereon they stood is buried in the 
deep. What a spectacle for Noah! To witness the war 
of elements — the tempest pouring down its torrents— «nd 
the deep breaking over its bounds and deluging the earth, 
must have shaken his soul. But when he saw the accumu- 
lating horrors of the flood ; when villages and towns, with 
all their inhabitants rapidly disappeared from his sight, and 
the cry of the perishing smote upon his ear, dismay and 
horror would almost paralyze his frame. How would he 
lament that the iniquity of his brethren had been so great, 
that they had refused to listen to his admonitions, and had 
continued with fatal obstinacy in a course of life which had 
been thus awfully and abruptly terminated ! 

So perished a guilty world. So the great Ruler of 
heaven and earth manifested his power, and poured forth 
his indignation upon the iniquitous and impious of the 
days of Noah. Truly we may say, with the Psalmist, 
" Come and see the works of God : he is terrible in his do- 
ings towards the children of men." Their iniquities could 
not be pardoned : vengeance was due, and He took ample 
vengeance on those who knew not God. llie power which 
directs the course of nature for the support of all creatures, 
and especially for the support and the happiness of the hu- 
man race, was compelled to arrest that course, and to 
make the elements the instruments of destruction to a 
rebellious and ungodly world. Their end was indeed des-* 
truction. In the midst of their impure enjoyments and the 
prosecution of their unjust designs ; whilst they said tq 
their souls, Eat, drink and be merry; whilst they wer^ 
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8wift to eontrive tod execute schemes of cruelty and op- 
pression ; in the midst of all, their life was taken from 
them, and they, with all their possessions, became the prey 
of the avenging flood. 

One &mily, however, survived the destruction of their 
race. Noah with his wife and children, secure in their 
spacious vessel, ride safely over the conflicting waters ; 
preserved on account of the righteousness of the patriarch, 
and designed to re-people the desolated earth. For months 
they moved slowly over the vast ocean, till, the waters be- 
ginning to subside, the ark rested on one of the mountains 
of the east. But it was not the work of a moment to re- 
pair the evils of such a deluge, and they were obliged to 
remain much longer imprisoned in their abode. By de- 
grees the mountain tops appeared. Higher and higher 
they seemed to rise, whilst the waters sunk away, till the 
streams ran more confined from the valleys, and islands 
and continents took their present form. The sun exhaled 
the moisture from the reviving earth, and Noah impatient- 
ly Awaited the moment of deliverance from the ark. 
Twice he sent forth a dove, and the second time she re- 
tamed with an olive-branch as a proof that the lowlands 
were free from water. He opened the ark and was re- 
joiced to look once more upon the green bosom of the 
earth. After another short interval had elapsed, God him- 
self called to him, and bade him remove from the now un- 
necessary shelter, and give liberty to all the creatures 
which had been his inmates, that they might go forth and 
multiply in the earth. 

h3 
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Sweet must have been his sensations, when he led forth 
his happy family from the ark which had been for more 
than a year their gloomy abode, in which they had often 
shuddered at the horrors of the flood, and the cries of 
their perishing fellow^creatures. But how changed was 
the scene ! Wlien the ark received them as its inmates, all 
around was life and bustle. Planting and building, mar-> 
rying and giving in marriage, occupied the attention of 
the busy and heedless mortals, while the sound of the la*- 
borer, the peal of laughter, and the shout of noisy mirth, 
were heard around. Alas! how changed from what it was ! 
No human being met their eye ; nor fnend nor relative 
greeted them when they stept again upon the earth, and 
felt themselves free to dwell there. Silence and desolation 
reigned around; and the fate of his brethren, and the 
cheerless aspect of nature, filled the patriarch's mind with 
sadness. Still, he did not forget, that he and they who 
were dearest to him, had been saved from the general 
wreck ; that his and their life had been preserved, though 
all besides had perished ; and he called upon them to pros- 
trate themselves before that Being who had preserved them, 
and permitted them again to breathe the refreshing air, and 
to resume their life*8upporting labors. 

Noah builds an altar to Jehovah, and, assembling his 
family around it, offers up the sacrifice which gratitude 
prompted as an acknowledgment of the sovereignty of 
God, and of the mercy with which he had visited the pa- 
triarch. The sacrifice found acceptance with the God of the 
Universe. In the words of Scripture, Jehovah smelled a 
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sweet savour. His goodness had not been manifested to an 
unworthy object ; and the flame which consumed the sa- 
crifice betokened, as it rose to heaven, the pious feelings of 
the man who had been so wonderfully distinguished from 
the rest of his race. And Jehovah said in his heart, " I 
will not again curse the ground any more for man^s sake, 
although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth; neither will I again smijke any more every living 
thing as I have done. While the earth remaiueth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and win-' 
ter, and day and night, shall not cease." The course of 
the seasons had been interrupted during the melancholy 
year of the deluge, but the Divine Ruler decided that there 
should be no such interruption in any future age of the 
world. From that period to the present, the seasons have 
run their course, vivifying the earth, and ripening its fruits, 
and producing those supplies, without which, all creatures 
would pine and die, and the earth become again a scene of 
desolation. 

This striking portion of history excites feelings both of 
a painful and pleasurable nature in the mind. Melancholy 
is the contemplation of an act of Almighty justice, so ex^ 
tensive and overwhelming as the deluge! Painful and 
humbling is the conviction, that the nature we wear has 
ever been so defiled by wickedness and profligacy as to re* 
quire an almost universal obliteration. Was there no one 
but Noah to rescue man from the shame of universal de* 
pravity ? none but he worthy of life, when the penalty of 
death was incurred by such vast numbers ? Was there no 
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^ righteous person, beyond his own family, worthy to sheU 
ter with him in the ark ? Behold how frail— >-how liable to 
sin, is man! how much does he require instruction, and 
counsel, and guidance, to preserve him in the virtuous 
path, and to make him the upright Ueing his Maker design- 
ed him ! Surely the best of men may not boast, though he 
have attained a high degree of moral excellence, for he 
owes it to the judicious labors of others, of his parents 9jkd 
instructors, that his mind has been preserved free from im^ 
purity ; he owes it to the Being who observes and pro- 
motes the welfare of the upright, that he has been able to 
preserve his resolutions unbroken, and to flee from all un** 
righteousness.—'^ Be ye clothed with humility," is an apos- 
tolic injunction, which it is prudent and wise to oliserve. 
*f he pharasaical pride that would lead us to say, '' Stand off, 
I am holier than thou,'' should never find a place in the 
breast of him who, if he surpass his fellows in moral and 
religious attainments, is still of like passions with them 
and liable to err. The good may rejoice that they have 
profited by the means of virtue which are granted to every 
one ; but they will be humbled by the thought that, in 
every age of the world, many of their brethren have been 
wicked, and that, in one era^ the world itself was defiled 
hy universal impurity. The bad can never be proud, — ^for 
to the remorse of conscience for sin committed, will be 
added sorrow for having despised the counsel and reproof 
of those, who were anxious for their welfare. 

Yet mingled with the melancholy which the view of God's 
ju^t judgments on the wicked induces, there is consolation 
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and joy from the certainty that the upright are his delight. 
-The preservation of the righteous Noah is a grand and ani- 
matipg proof that human goodness is observed and loved 
by the Almighty. This man walked with God. He made 
his laws the rule of his life ; he engraved them on the 
tablets of his heart ; he moulded his disposition and habits 
to their dictates. His was not that unwilling and tardy 
obedience which fear induces. He did not presume to ren- 
der to God an eye-service ; but a wise and expanded zeal in 
the cause of his Maker, filled his soul — impelled him forward 
in his excellent career — and gave purity and inexpressible 
value to his actions. Soaring far above the grovelling train 
of evil men, he would not stain himself with their impurities; 
and if he sought their presence, it was to admonish and to 
warn. Such a man the Divine Being regarded with com- 
placency. Such a man he preserved as a deserving object 
of favor and an example to posterity, and as a pledge that 
the righteous are had by Mm in everlasting remembrance. 
Let this be the firm conviction of our minds ; and may 
it be equally our resolution, that sin shall not triumph 
over us. We need no incentives to virtue stronger than 
we already possess. The Scriptures read us one continued 
lesson of the folly and danger of a wicked life— «of the safe- 
ty and wisdom of one that is virtuous. Every inspired 
teacher who has been sent by the benevolent Father of our 
race, to shew the sinner the error of his ways, and one 
more eminent than all, promised, with the authority of the 
Most High, that peace and happiness shall be the compa- 
nions of Um who doeth justly, loveth mercy, and walketh 
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humbly with his God. Why, then, do we hesitate? Why 
is a moment suffered to pass by unimproved, which 6an be 
devoted to the great purposes of final and eternal salv|ition, 
and we stand careless and inactive? Time rolls rapidly 
along. Death, without any violent convulsion of nature, 
approaches all that live. To work while it is day, is a 
duty imperious upon us — a privilege the most important ; 
and 'tis to value this privilege, to perform this duty, and 
to aspire after the rewards which heaven at present conceals 
from the eyes of the faithful. 

If virtue be our aim— if the practice of it be our conduct 
•—we may look up to our Heavenly Father with the sacred 
confidence of faith and hope. He will not desert us now, 
nor hereafter ; and though he should require us to su^r 
pain, and experience misfortune — though, for the purposes 
of his wisdom, he should make oar lot hard to be borne — 
he will teach us to confide in him, to trust his providence, 
niidto share and to improve the riches of his grace. Then 
shall we meet all the frowns of a frowning world, with for- 
titude and magnanimity. Then will not the wrongs of man, 
nor the convulsions of nature, shake our peace. Then a 
flood may sweep us from the face of the earth, but it will 
not remove us from the presence of God. It will rather be 
the propitious stream which bears us from the land of mor> 
tality to the celestial world — from trial and probation, to 
eternal rewards of well-doing. 
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Knowledge and "Wisdom must be ftoquired in Touth* 

** There is a time," said the sage of ancient times, " for 
all things/' There is a time to enrich the mind with use-* 
ful and valuable knowledge, to form an acquaintance with 
the works of nature, and to discover in them the proofs of 
the existence and perfections of the Omnipotent and Bene- 
ficent Creator — to study what wise and good men have re- 
corded of their own discoveries and experience, and to 
learn what Ood has been pleased to communicate of his 
gracious will and merciful designs by means of prophets and 
messengers, and, more than all, by his son Jesus Christ. 
There is a time to plant good principles in the mind, to 
learn to distinguish between good and evil, to refer to the 
best of men and to divine revelation, for just and sound 
maxims and rules of conduct, and to fix them so firmly on 
the memory and the heart, as to be able to refer to them 
on every occasion of difficulty, and to act upon them with 
decision whenever there is danger of , doing wrong, or any 
doubt presents itself as to the expediency, the propriety, 
or wisdom, of a particular action. And there is a time to 
form prudent and thoughtful plans for the life which it may 
please divine Providence to prolong-— to look with calmness 
upon the various occupations of men — ^to reflect on the 
difi^erent pursuits to which their time and powers are given—- 
to consider what are the first, the great purposes of human 
existence— and to resolve that these shall have the chief at- 
tention, whatever be the affairs to be attended to, or the 
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gfvtiftcations to be soaght after beside. Every one will 
ttlloMT that this is a most important time, and some will ask. 
When 16 it? We answer, It is the season of youth. For 
aMough it would not be easy to point out any portion of 
man's existence in which it is not necessary and useful to 
increase the stores of the mind, to strengthen its moral 
fbellngs, and to open it to the suggestions and purifying 
pftnciples of religion ; youth is especially the time when 
duties like these should be attended to-— that a proTisioa 
may be carefully and duly made for the future — ^that re- 
ligious knowledge may be collected to spread its light over 
the path of human duty — and moral strength gathered for 
resisting the temptations by which, in this state of disci- 
pline and trial, the virtue of human beings is proved and 
perfected. But why is youth the best time for this prq>a- 
ration ? and why must a season which appears particularly 
formed for gaiety and every enjoyment, be occupied with 
such serious and weighty concerns? Let us find an answer 
to these questions, and that answer is, because it is the 
most suitable and convenient time. When would vou de- 
vote the hours of the day to the acquiring of knowledge and 
listening to the voice of instruction, but when those hours 
are free from other engagements ? When would you learn 
to judge correctly of human life and the duties of it, bnt 
when there is leisure for consulting the wise of past ages 
or those of the present, and the cares and anxieties of the* 
world do not distract the thoughts, nor feelings of self- 
interest endeavour to warp the judgment? And when 
would you wisely prepare for a great undertaking, after it 
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has actually commenced, and decisive steps hare beea 
taken-^or previous to its commencement, when it can be 
brought fairly and fully before the mind, and the right 
course dearly marked out ? The right improvemept in hu- 
man life must be allowed on all hands to be a great under* 
taking, and nothing promises so effectually to aid and se- 
cure this improvement, as a careful and serious preparation 
for the duties which men have to perform, before they are 
actually undertaken. Will it now be denied that he who 
makes an early and judicious preparation for the part he 
has to perform in the world, uses unnecessary haste and 
troubles himself too soon? 

Let the young consider that the leisure which they at 
present enjoy, must pass away with the season to which it 
belongs. Once arrived at maturity, they will engage with 
zeal and earnestness, as all have done before them, in the 
various pursuits of the world ; their connexions will in- 
crease, their employments will be far more numerous and 
more weighty ; they will covet and eagerly seek the profit 
and advantage which so constantly invite human pursuit ; 
one will make riches his pursuit — ^another, honors ; this, 
will strive to win his way to. fame-— that, to extend his in- 
fiuence over others; and all, generally speaking, will fol- 
low up their objects so closely and devotedly, as to leave 
thiunselves a very few moments for rest or thought. Un- 
less they employ their present leisure in the way we suggest, 
they will hereafter have bitter cause to regret that the op* 
portunity was, indeed, presented to them, but not wisely 
improved. They will lament that such an important period 
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of their life passed away in thoughtlessness and neglect^ 
and sigh in vain for the benefits which it is now in their 
power to secure for themselves. They will experience how 
the cares which pertain to mature and active life, distract 
the mind and engross all its powers ; and how the business, 
and the amusement, and the sorrow, and the joy that seize 
upon them in turn, cause their days and years to disappear 
with the speed of lightning, whilst they form fruitless 
wishes for relief from corroding care, and a freedom from 
almost incessant toil. 

But we wish, as we pass on, to put the young on their 
guard against the deceitful and ruinous maxim, that theirs 
is the time for enjoyment and pleasure. What enjoyment? 
what pleasure? If by these terms be meant anything which 
is not strictly innocent, and prudent, and good, and religious, 
nothing can be more false nor more mischievous than the 
notion that they, more than persons of advanced age, are 
at liberty to seek it. Say, however, that youth is the sea- 
son for innocent and rational enjoymenf^-let themaxim, 
which in its common acceptation has ruined tens of thou- 
sands, be thus limited in its signification, and we shall not 
object to it. On the contrary, we urge the young to seek 
innocent and rational enjoyments to taste of the allowable 
pleasures of their age. We urge them to roam among the 
fields and the woods and to inhale the breezes of health, 
whilst they learn to admire the works of God. We urge 
them to delight themselves at home, and to be the delight 
of their parents and dearest friends. We urge them to 
seek society, but it must be the society of the virtuous and 
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religious ; whose tastes they may acquire — ^whose pleasures 
they may share. We urge them to converse, in hooks, with 
the sages of other days ; to cultivate a taste for reading and 
study, and to know the refined delight of literary occupa- 
tions. Still more, we urge them to study the recorded will 
of God, and learn what is the exalted happiness of a religi- 
ous youth. We point out to them in these hints, sources 
of gratification to which they can apply again and again, 
and neither exhaust them nor weary themselves; hut let 
them, as they value their peace of mind and final welfare, 
turn a deaf ear to such as would persuade them, that the 
society of the indolent, the trifling, the ignorant, and the 
depraved, offers a single rational inducement to join them; 
or that levity, and disobedience, and guilt, can procure 
them one pleasure, which they will not purchase at too dear 
a rate, whatever may be the price they pay for it. 

It is a strong recommendation of the diligence and sober 
thought which we are recommending to the youthful, that 
they prepare them for entering upon life, with a determi- 
nate object and in a wise course. The culture of their men- 
tal and moral powers, pursued at leisure and according to 
a judicious plan, will prove far more beneficial to them than 
they are perhaps disposed to imagine. Their correct 
knowledge will become highly useful both to themselves 
and others — to themselves it will render more easy and suc- 
cessful the application of their industry, in any direction in 
which circumstances may lead them to employ it— 'to others, 
it will enable them to show frequent kindness in the form 
of advice, information, or other assistance which ignorance, 

i2 
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k9we?«r kwdlf disposed, can seldom Attempt with suoGeiB^ 
And who oan estimate the benefits which result frcfm an 
early and calm coiitem]dation of life, its ^amides aiad its 
duties, and the forasation of moral habits. He who thna 
prepares himself for the engagements of aotive life, fwthe 
watfiiro whidi he must t»rry on with the powers of the 
world, for tiie dieoipline to which Heaven is pleased to 
sttbjeet tts— enters upon these engagements^ thiswarfere, 
and this discipline, with the advantage of years which he 
has not numbered ; young in life, he has attained in some 
degree to the maturity of wisdom, and all that his best 
friends hope for him, and from him, is likely to be rediaedy 
as he continues to tread the path of duty, and to recedb 
still farther from the days of his youth. 

laspeet the conduct of the man who prepared not in hiv 
youth for the days that were to come, by whom early cal- 
tare was neglected, and judicious plans were unformed ; 
yon will perceive with what an unsteady aim and waver- 
ing purpose he proceeds. And how can it be otherwise? 
He is endeavouring to form principles of conduct, when he 
ought to be acting upon them ; and he is subject to this dii^ 
advantage, that he is too busily occupied with the aifiuntif 
the world to use that caution, deliberation, and reflection^ 
which are absolutely necessary to the forming just and 
sound principles. He is swayed to the right hand or to <ha 
left, by any impulse which acts upon him, because he haa 
not learnt to suppress the feelings whose dictates ought not 
to be listened to, nor taught his passions to yield without 
a murmur to the authority of reason and duty.-— He haa 
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a grand object before him — that of preparing himself by the 
discipline of time for the freedom, the glory, and bliss of 
eternity ; but he has never seriously weighed it, nor deter- 
mined in what manner it shall be most surely secured. To 
^hom shall we liken him ? He resembles the traveller — and 
he must be, indeed, a thoughtless one — ^who sets forward on 
his journey, without arranging his course or manner of 
proceeding. Such an one, having scarcely a definite object, 
is induced by the merest trifle to loiter away his time, and 
allured by the slightest temptation to deviate from his 
path. Here, a valley catches his eye, and he is curious to 
measure its extent, and ascertain if any stream meanders 
along it. There, a thick wood or a forest spreads its close 
shade over the land, and he is tempted to explore it. 
Now it is a hill which he is eager to climb, that he may 
judge of its height, and become familiar with the prospect 
to be viewed from its summit ; and now it is the ruin of 
some ancient hall or abbey, and he desires to rest upon the 
moss-covered stones, and give his mind to vagrant and 
profitless thoughts. At length, he begins reluctantly to 
think of the end of his journey ; and then he finds that 
night is coming upon him, and wonders why he should 
have thus dreamed along his road, and how he shall redeem 
the time he has thus thoughtlessly consumed in his wan- 
derings. The night does come, but he cannot reach a safe 
and happy shelter. He, on the other hand, who has 
arranged the plan of his course, and made wise prepa- 
rations for every thing that is likely to happen to him 
npon it, presses forward with a deliberate aim and a firm 

i3 
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8lq>. No trifles allure bim on either side, nor cause him 
to forget the errand on vhich he is going. StUl, his mind is 
alive to the interest of the scene through which he moves, 
he enjoys the beauty of it as he proceeds. ' The flowing river 
and the' rippling brook, the valley and the lake, the forest, 
the mountain, and the soft colors of the receding landscape, 
all have charms for him ; but he does not loiter on his way ; 
he gazes, admires, and passes on ; he arrives at the place 
of his destination, and his journey and the day are ended 
together. 

We have in the Old Testament a memorable instance of 
the desire for wisdom in the youthful mind. We allude to 
Solomon, and we borrow the language of the historian of 
the Kings. — " In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in 
a dream by night : and God said. Ask what I shall give 
thee. And Solomon said, Give thy servant an understand- 
ing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and bad ; for who is able to judge this thy so greatpeo- 
pie ? And God said unto him. Behold I have done accord- 
ing to thy words ; lo, I have given thee a wise and an un- 
derstanding heart; so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee." — ^To 
do justice to the merit of Solomon in preferring such a re- 
quest, we must remember that he had just taken possession 
of the throne and dominions of his father David. Peace 
smiled upon him, and wealth was pouring into his treasury. 
The delight of the eye and the pride of life were his ; plea- 
sure and delight would have sprung forth in ten thousand 
forms at his bidding. He was young—- a prince-^ut he 
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jttdgvd) witli the gravity and correctness of mature years, 
that ^'wisdom is more precious than rabies, and ail the 
tilings thou canst desire are not to be compared to her." 
And the history of his reign tells us how successfully he 
sought after wisdom^ and how fully his prayer was an- 
swered by the Lord. It is not to princes alone that the ex- 
ample of the youthful Solomon maybe commended as wor- 
thy of imitation. By the youthful of every condition, his 
earnest and ardent pursuit of knowledge and wisdom may 
be imitated: at their age, if at any time, they have leisure 
for such a pursuit ; whilst they are engaged in it they will 
experience the rational pleasure of it, and afterwards, at 
least^ they will reap the profit thereof. We cannot, indeed, 
promise them the riches of a prosperous government, nor 
the honors of a throne ; but they may secure for them- 
selves under the blessing of Providence, a tranquil and ge- 
nerally prosperous course, the favorable opinion and es- 
teem of the best part of mankind, the honorable fame of a 
virtuous life, the sweet satisfactions of a contented mind 
and an approving conscience, and the hope of divine favor 
and immortality. Their choice of wisdom is the promise 
of these noble things-— may they enjoy the fulfilment of the 
promise ! 

The example we have adduced, like all human examples, 
is imperfect. If we commend the youth of Solomon, we 
cannot commend his age. Alas! he forgot that wisdom 
crowns the hoary head with honor. But let us draw the 
vnl of pity over his weakness, and remember that we must 
persevere even to the end. It is not enough that we wisely 
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prepare ourselves for the active duties of life, and tke 
changing circumstances of human condition ; we muat 
move in the sphere of our duty with circumspection and 
wisdom, and continue to do so till the latest period of hu- 
man existence. We would not be objects of pity to the 
moralist, nor beacons to warn others not to fail of the pro- 
mise of their youth, nor dishonor the weakness of de- 
clining life by the decay of moral strength and imbecility of 
religious motives. 
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On Prayer. 

There is a great and glorious Being in the world and in 
■the universe, although he is unseen by the eye of men. 
We believe that he exists, that he is the author and gover- 
nor of all things, and that we are the creatures of his form- 
ing hand. As his power is exercised every where, we can- 
not imagine any spot on this earth, or throughout all 
worlds, where the energy and glory of his presence are not 
felt and displayed ; and wonderful as it is to our thoughts , 
that he should be near us, and we not see him — ^that he 
should be on our right hakid. and. on our left, without our 
being able to perceive his presence— yet are we fully con- 
vinced that he is thus present with us and with all his 
creatures. On this Being — the good and eternal God— *we 
feel that we depend. After we have experienced, at least how 
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llMle w« caa effect for (mrsdiyes^ wh»t a ffiUgH proTteion 
we can make for <rar own Mpport aod ooufort, what a 
poor proteotion we can interpose between oaraelveB and 
danger, and how soon we must sink away and perish, did 
we depend on our efforts alone for life, and breath, and all 
iMngs ; w« become fully sensible of the agtncy and sup- 
port of another, and leom to see in the Father l^ all the 
families of the earth, a kind and beneficent Friend, who 
causes his providence to shed its blessings upon all that live, 
who guards them from danger and destruction, perpetual- 
ly renews the produce of his bounties, that their souls may 
rejoice ; and with a wise and mercifUl regard for the happi- 
ness of their life, prepares to their hand an almost infinite 
variety of blessings, and teaches them how to adapt them 
to their own use, and to form from them a succession of in- 
nocent and rational enjoyments. Knowing, therefore, our 
dependence upon him— and believing, as every ^oughtfal 
mind w0t do, in his omniscience-^that is, in bis univenal 
presence ; is it not natural that we should seek communion 
with him— 'that we should express to him the pious 
thoughts of our minds — that we should endeavour to 
thank him for his innumerable mercies— that we should 
ask of him guidance and support in every portion of our 
existence? This sacred communion with our Maker-^^this 
expression of our pious thoughts— ^this thanksgiving for 
mercies— this request for future guidance and siipport— 
is Prayer. 

It is scarcely necessary to prove at length that prayer to 
God is essential and becoming. But consider what is com- 
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monly* and justly thought among men respecting the kind- 
ness and favor they shew to each other. Is not that con- 
sidered to be a thankless heart, which makes no return of 
feeling and words for benefits received from another? 
Does any one commend the benefited who slights and neg- 
lects his benefactor? Does ingratitude pass for a virtue 
among us ? or is he esteemed wise, who, knowing that he 
has a friend kindly disposed towards him, both willing and 
able to render him even a signal service, is too proud or 
too indolent, to apply to him for the aid which is most 
important to his own success ? We need not answer these 
questions; every one who reads them can do it without 
much refiection. But if it be ingratitude not to acknow- 
ledge the good deeds of our friends, and folly not to seek 
their assistance when it is of great consequence to us, and 
would be most freely given ; how much more is it ingrati- 
tude and folly, neither to acknowledge the unremitting 
kindness and mercy with which we are honored an^ blessed 
by our heavenly Father, nor to supplicate him still to re- 
gard— «nd treat us as his children. 

Deeply convinced of the sanctifying power of a prayerful 
spirit, we desire to see it more generally acquired. We 
affectionately entreaithe young, in the words of an Apostle, 
'^to pray without ceasing;" to cultivate the habits of 
prayer, frequently to address themselves to the Father of 
of our spirits, frequently to kneel before the throne of his 
grace. Do they still enquire. Why pray to God ? We 
answer with another question — Have you a sense of the 
blessings he gives ? If you can look around you from 
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esiHh to heaven, and behold in the works of creation the 
manifestations of the Creator's power, and wisdom, and love ; 
if 70U can so far comprehend the state of earthly things as 
to perceive that the providence of God watcheth over 
and protecteth all ; if you are sensible that your own 
frame is the work of the same Being, your powers his gift, 
your preservation his act, your pleasures and advantages 
the communications of his love ; express this sense to 
him, your admiration of his works, and your thankfulness 
for the numerous favors which, not your own merit, but 
his infinite beneficence, brings to you. Praise him for 
his glorious deeds : adore him because he refresheth your 
soul with his mercies. 

Have you no earthly friends to whom you owe both duty 
and affection ? You are not in this state of absolute aban^ 
donment. You have relatives aud friends who cherish you 
with watchful care, and are anxious to see you at once good 
and happy. Such friends have strong claims upon your 
love — to them your obedience is due. Why not ask of hea- 
ven such strength and determination as will enable you to 
make a just and grateful return for all that they have done 
and are doing for you ? Why not pray, with a thankful 
heart, that they may be as happy as they endeavour to make 
you? that their life may be long spared to you and others, 
and that as they approach the decline, and you the maturity 
of life, you may be the honored instruments of comfort to 
them, sooth their feebleness and pain, support their totter- 
ing steps, and receive their dying blessing. 

Are you aware that you have a part to perform in the 



vor]^)«id.th^t life w not designed to be a scena o£ vs^* 
nity, thoaghtlessaess, and folly ? Have you npt liS^iA 9^ 
K99dnfi99 apd Yirtw^ and tbat it becomes the rational foff- 
9pW(i,oS Qoi tQbe ^oodaqd virtuous? Haveyo^nc^'^ 
li^r 4«i9v,.tol4b nor iBiid^ the discovery, that there ace ^fWRT 
^^on^ in ^ W01I4 which it is difficult to resist ; th^t th^ 
are,^^r4u|W9> whl«h P(7 ^ ^iritof m^, and^afflk^p^ 
s^, ^Miehb^sts to. prove with a migj^y forqe the pietf th^ 
d^^i/^ . ever tp l;ruj&t in Go4 ? The moral and relig^pii# 
jfU^cv^cftj^AJPtthave received, has made you ac<iualnte4wiJ;jbL 
t))^s^. ^|igi^ and being aware of them, you must be disj^sed 
tqpraor n^o yoi^ l^en^iSbcient Parent for wisdoim to.a^t 
fright, and fortitude to bear every earthly change. I^ow 
mu9t.ypn desire to ask him to guide you in the path of. his 
commandments,, to assist you in endeavouring to do honor to 
his wilt, to in^trnfit yon when you are conscious of your qvvn 
ignorance, to increase your courage when the euQinief of 
your virtue assail you, and so to encourage all yoiyr <iu.t^}4 
endeavours to en^loy the moments of your life an^ P^ 
talents he has coipmitted to your trust, that ypn n^^^uc- 
oeed in maints^ning a good profession, and come tp J^^ 
end of your days in peace, and sink to sleep in the ^JfK 
that brighter scenes shall greet your waking .ey^,fi^ 
holier einployments await your immortal spirits ! If yo|V 
thiQli; iit of. the least importance whether you lead agpod 
or a wicked life, or attach a^y v^lue to the assistance whfph 
thQ divin/^ gopd^eu m^y be pleased to. iinp^t to you, 
notblifg can be niore natural than th^tyon shp^ld prsiy. %ff 
V^ 49Uv9red from the evil th»lk U in. thf^ worlds and seek 
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every Vlessing of the kind in thankful Mid trattfal comma- 
nion with Ood. 

It is no slight recommendation of hahitual prayer, that 
it hrings us so frequently into communion with (}od, as to 
form our mind to a truly pious temper. We cannot seek 
him, from day to day, without feeling the effects of that 
sacred intercourse which he permits us to hold with him.— 
Our feelings are purified, and our mind is elevated, hy the 
holy converse ; goodness appears more lovely in our eyea» 
and piety of increased value ; and the purity and holiness 
of God seem to spread themselves over our soul, to protect 
it from the evil and contamination of sin. And let not 
the youthful imagine that the God who heareth prayer, is 
not favorahly disposed towards them, nor inclined to listen 
to their prayers. Of what importance in his eye are all 
the varieties of human condition ? And if the monarch 
and the peasant stand in an equal relation to him, can the 
mere circumstance of age increase or diminish his con- 
descension and love ? No : When the youngest of his 
children lisps his praise and asks, in artless words, his 
blessing, he listens with as much condescension and kind- 
ness as when an aged Christian adores him in fuller and 
loftier strains; and far more valuable, in his view, are the 
simplest expressions of piety springing from the heart— 
though breathed with the lips of a child — than the elabo- 
rate prayers of misplaced eloquence. 

And does not habitual prayer aid us in obtaining the 
most desirable good wluch can be sought by mortal beings ? 
Is there any one so weak and thoughtless as, whilst he 
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continually prays to be protected against all disobedience 
and sinfulness, to make no effort to escape them ? We 
hope and trust that sucli efforts accompany such prayers : 
that few or none expose themselves to the displeasure of 
God by frequent supplications for moral strength, wluch 
they attempt in no other way to gain. And we may ap- 
peal to the experience of many who have derived, from 
communion with their heavenly Parent, additions of for- 
titude and resolution to act as became their religious pro- 
fession. His grace has proved sufficient for them : and, in 
all cases, it will be found that our endeavours after good 
and excellent things, acquire fresh zeal from our pious 
offices ; whilst these, on the other hand, quicken our per- 
ceptions of what is good and excellent, and increase our 
love of it. 

But whatever may be the efficacy of prayer, we find it 
continually recommended in the holy Scriptures, and enjoin- 
ed upon us as a duty, which we cannot neglect without great 
injury to ourselves. And it is encouraging to read the kind 
assurances which God gives of his readiness to hear the sup- 
plications of the grateful, the humble, and the contrite 
heart. Whilst he tells his children of men that he expects 
to receive from them that sacred homage which is due to 
the Creator and Governor of the the world — ^not, indeed, 
because it is important to himself, but that it may conduce 
to their improvement and spiritual comfort — ^he graciously 
encourages them to approach his throne, to pour out their 
hearts before him, and to repose their hope in his infinite 
wisdom and boundless benevolence. And many are the 
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Ijftevs meE wbom the Scriptures place before ub, engaged in 
this most fiacred and edifying of duties. We see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, rapt in holy commumon with the* 
Father of their spirits, and middng a sabbath for their 
hearts whilst they worship him. And there are Moses 
with his prayers and triumphal odes ; Deborah and Barak 
with their eloquent song of thanksgiving; and Hannah 
supplicating the Lord in the bitterness of her soul, and then 
adoring him in its thankfulness. What a treasury of devo- 
tion opens itself in the Psalms of David! The strains of 
the royal poet are touched with the fire of devotion ; and 
he guides us in distress, or rejoicing, to the throne of 
Jjphovah. As we read on, we seem to listen to the prayer 
of his son Solomon, at the dedication of the temple; to 
Isaiah, to Daniel in the land of captivity, and to all the 
mighty men on whom God was pleased to bestow the pro- 
phetic spirit. We behold our Saviour on the mountain*B 
top and in the retirement of Gethsemane, seeking the pre- 
sence of his Fatherland asking for wisdom and power, or in 
the sadness of his spirit, resigning himself to the divine 
will ; aod his Apostles solemnly devoting themselves to the 
cause of their Master, and ardently supplicating on their 
brethren the richest blessings of his kingdom. If we 
select one example from all these, it shall be that of Jesus. 
And who will presume to say that prayer is nothing to him, 
when he sees the Messiah of God withdrawing from the 
conTorse of men, and the scenes of his public duty, to the 
mountain side and other secret places, for the sake of being 

alone with the Being who graciously sent him fortti, and 
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in his hallowed presence indulging the pious ftelii^ wi^ 
which his heart was so ahundantly repleni^ed ? when he 
hears from his lips the words of thanksgiving, the heart 
breathed accents of deep resignation and the most affec- 
tionate supplications for others, which ever rose on the 
spirit of devotion to the adorable presence of God ? Prajer 
nothing to him ! Weak and mistaken being \ Were he to 
employ it as the expression of his gratitude, and the means 
of his spiritual strength and solace ; were he earnestly to 
seek some portion of that lovely spirit of piety, which was 
like the vital air to our Saviour, he would find that it was 
almost every thing to him, and obliterate the rash expres- 
sion with the tear of penitence. 

Let men debate even to weariness, concerning the uses of 
prayer, we say of all these examples, that they lend every en- 
couragement to the practice. If the best of men, whom the 
world has ever known, found in thnr lives the advantage 
of a certain habit — such a habit comes recommended to Hie 
young, by the force of their example. But when that 
habit is the habit of prayer-— of praise and thanksgiving 
for the mercies which are ever rich and ever near — of 
affectionate supplication for the goodness and happiness of 
those we love-— of humble entreaty for the wisdom which 
is profitable to direct, and the pardon which shall blot 
out the sins we have committed— of resigned submission to 
the divine will, when sorrow troubles our soul and op- 
presses our tortured spirit — we feel that example is 
scarcely necessary to enforce the authority of it ; and hum* 
bly, but 8incerely> desire that the youthful disciples of Jesuft 



»— 4t is for their benefit particularly that we write — may 
never entertain a low and unworthy opinion of it, nor rob 
themselves of its sacred pleasures. Good men lead the way 
for them, to the footstool of the divine grace; their 
Saviour stands pre-eminently forward as an example of 
piety and devotion ; and God himself beckons them onward, 
and says to them, even with parental tenderness and love^ 
" Seek ye my face !" 

A forcible sentiment of Milton, it appears in his Eikon^ 
oclastes, shall «nd this paper. << He who wants a prayer to 
beseech God in his necessity, it is inexpressible how poor 
he is ; far poot*er within himself, than all his enemies can 
make him.'* 
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^he author of one of the Gospels, the second, is Mark or 
John Mark. He was the nephew of Barnabas, and, some^ 
times, the companion both of him and the Apostle Paul. 
It was to the house of his mother that the Apostle Peter 
withdrew, when he escaped from the prison into which 
Herod had cast him. He became the companion of Paul 
and Barnabas on the following occasion. These eminent 
Apostles had been deputed by the Christian church at 
Antioch, to bear their benevolent contribution to Jeru- 
silem ; here they, of course, frequently saw the Evan- 
gelist and his mother, and w)ien they departed from the 
city, on their return to Antioch, he accompanied them* 

k3 
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'fh» GkmiifM world u greatly indebted to him far Hie 
goape) he eomposed, and is juBtified in receiring it as the 
t^tifliOBy of one who was accurately informed of the cir- 
cumstances of whkh he wrote ; for although he was not 
numbered among the twelve disciples and Apostles of Jesus, 
and there is no eyidence to prove that he was an attenduit 
upon the ministry of Christ, indeed he must have been ex- 
eeedingly youthful at the time of our Saviour's preaching ; 
his mother's house was the resort of the Apostles and other 
members of the Christian church, a presumptive proof that 
he himself was, at that time, well acquainted with the his- 
tpry and doctrines of our sacred religion ; and he was, in 
turn, the companion of fiamabas and Paul, and Peter, by 
the last of whom, especially, he is honored with the affec- 
tionate title of *^ son.*' He enjoyed, therefore, the best op» 
portunities for gaining the most accurate information and 

* 

learning the exact truth of ^' those things which are most 
surely believed among us ;" and it is, moreover, the united 
testimony of antiquity that he composed his gospel under 
the immediate superintendence and direction of Peter ; 
and, if so, it must be received rather as the work of Peter 
than his own. Coming to us with the sanction of the 
chief of the Apostles, its authority is most unquestionable ; 
and this authority is increased by a consideration of tiie 
contents of the book, and of their harmony with those of 
the other Evangelists. 

To John Mark, then, we owe an instructive and delight- 
ful epitome of our Saviour's life and doctrines, whidi 
unites with the others in assuring us that we have not re- 



Olt WBAKNS88 OP CflARAOTtfU. lOS 

eufyed ^^a cannmglf devised fable/' justifies ovr faith in 
the Redeemer, and sanctifieB it with the word of G6d» 
To him, also, we now proceed to say, and^ in his personal 
character, we owe a lesson, which we shall do weU to inr* 
print on onr minds, and to employ for the goTemmentef 
out own hehaviour. We hare said that he was the coof- 
panion of Barnabas and Paul. He joined them on their 
journey to the east, but accompanied them no farther tiian 
Pecga in Pamphylia : at this place he took his leave of thett 
and returned to Jerusalem. No particular reason is given 
for this change, but the strong displeasure which Paul felt 
at it, shews that it was culpable ; and the probable intei^ 
pretation of the matter is, that the young man*s seal 
b^gan to cool. When he left Jerusalem, he felt as warmly 
disposed as the two Apostles to propagate the gospel 
' among distant nations, but he was not aware of the diffi*- 
cttlty and hazard of the undertaking ; he had not counted 
the cost ; .and he was not ashamed, after having put his 
hand to the plough, to look back. But it would be un- 
becoming in us to speak with severity of this instance of 
infirmity. The Evangelist was, at the time of the journey, 
a very young man; he was not fully acquainted— no uncom- 
mon case — ^with his own character ; he knew neither where 
its strength nor its weakness lay, but he was sincerely de- 
sirous of being useful when he commenced the undertake 
ing, and if he did not carry it through to its completion, 
such an issue was as opposite as possible to his expectations. 
He meant well ; he intended to render the kindest assist- 
ance to Barnabas and Paul, to minister to them, whilst. 
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witb untiring zeal, thej preached the glad tidings of sat- 
vation, and with stead^t courage resisted all opposition : 
if his resolution gave way and his heart failed him, it is 
but one instance of many in which good resolutions have 
not heen kept. We have not introduced his name in this 
paper for the purpose of passing u severe judgment upon 
him, but that we may advise others to avoid similar orrors. 
It would betray ignorance of the human character, if we 
were to say that such an instance of weakness as the 
writer of the Acts relates, is uncommon. Facts to the 
contrary are continually presenting themselves' before our 
eyes, and there are feelings within us which make us oon- 
fess that we have not been always free from it. Nor is it 
confined to the young — ^in which case it would admit of some 
excuse ; but we sometimes see persons of more mature ag6 
and longer tried virtue, withdraw from an undertaking that 
was commenced with'ylgour, and was as worthy of com- 
pletion as when they first engaged in it, and lose thar 
courage and firmness at a time when they are most needed^ 
Such instances are greatly to be lamented ; for those who 
haTe been long engaged in active pursuits, and gained 
more experience both of themselves and the world, who 
have undergone for a considerable period, the moral disci' 
pline of Providence, and seen the advantages of a continued 
devotion to good and virtuous pursuits, ought to sho# 
some firmness and consistency, to do credit to their years, 
and to prove that they have been anxious, not only to com* 
mence, but to complete works of usefulness to themsel^s 
and others. 
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But this unsteadiness is the peculiar fault of the young. 
To them life is new, and their character is unformed. 
They have not acquired hahits of firmness and perseverence 
— habits which are essential parts of a decidedly moral 
eharacter— and the acquirement is not made without the 
occanonal manifestation of qualities of an opposite kind. 
They also place a confidence in themseWes, which events 
prove to be rash and unfounded. Much too often do we 
see them, after they have begun well, and given the promise 
of perseverance and final success in the best and worthiest, 
objects to be sought in this world, breaking this promise 
by faltering in the pursuit, and finally, and unhappily, 
withdrawing themselves entirely from it. Whether it be 
their aim to carry into efiect some judicious plan for the 
benefit of others, to secure for themselves some mental 
benefits, to attain to some honorable distinction, or to cul- 
tivate the higher and nobler virtues which belong to our 
nature, they are equally in danger of being allured from 
their path by some tempting objects, or yield to the indo- 
lence which often blights the fairest promises of moral suc- 
cess and triumph. We are aware that attacks are made 
upon their principles by base minds. The choice of their 
companions is not always made with sufficient judgment; 
and amongst those with whom they occasionally associate, 
there is danger of meeting with some who hold morality 
and religion in little esteem, and are more intent upon 
sapping the foundation of another's morals than improv- 
ing their own. When this baseness is concealed under a 
pleasing exterior, it is more insidious in its attacksF— 
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and more fatal in it&cQns^^uencM. The apparentlf f^ood- 
natured and eaty mamierB of the profligate, make their 
way to the hearts of the unauspecting, who do BOt dream 
that the flowery parterre ponoealB an adder, and render 
them a mote easy prey -to their designs ; for wheoa they 
have ingratiatad themselves, they too often succeed, vriik 
ease, in seducing the virtuous from the waUss of goodness 
and religion, and causing them to relax tMr exertiosa in 
every honorable direction. 

One of the most formidable weapons with wlock the 
base contend against virtuous reaohitions, is ridt(»ile. 
When .all other arts have fuled to weaken them, this has 
proved successfuL For it requires ^considerable etreogth of 
m^d to hear, unmoved^ the scornful and bitter jests which 
low and unworthy minds cast upon all that is goodin pifin- 
ciple and practice: and this strength is not usually ti 
feature of theyoutiiful mxnd-- nor so often, as it migh^ Im, 
of the more matured. And hence, the laugh and the taunt 
have caused lus resolution to give way, overwii^m nil 
other arts of seduction had in vain essayed their power. 
But what a despicable pleasure it is, to turn to ridicule 
every thing that is esteemed good and honorable, and 
sacred among men — to attempt to force the blush of shame 
iqMin the countenance of the youth who professes a regard 
for his parents, his best friends, and Ins duty; who ist^eld 
enough to avow thattuodesty, and sobriety, and integrity, 
are commendable; and to profess l»e belief in a rigli^toous 
God and a etate in which tiie wicked shall cease firem 
treubliBg. How cmrrupt and abandoned must tie be ivlio 
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seeks it, and rejoices when he has succeeded in shaking the 
resolution of the good mind, and delmrred it from perseve- 
ring in the course on which it had happilf entered! 

Those wiio are anxious to act their parts well, must be 
ever on their guard. They must turn a deaf ear to the 
solicitations of unlawful pleasure, howevor artfully and 
pleasingly these may he urged upon them, and despise that 
ridicule which is attempted to be east upon all their best 
actions, and feelings, and thoughts, upon their attachment 
to the good, and their reverence for God, and fear of his 
displeasure. They must, indeed, resist every thing which 
threatens to impede their endeavours to pursue their own 
improvement, and to be useful in the world. If they wish 
to be regarded as Uie friends of goodness, and to establish 
and maintain a character which wise men love, and God 
himself regards with approbation, they must suffer no 
cause to lessen t^eir attachment to a commendable object, 
nor to diminish the strength and ardour of their zeal in 
carrying it forward. The upright mind must feel that its 
adherence to a good cause, is essential ; and that it would 
incur its own censure, and disgrace in l^e sight of others, 
were it to rdax its efforts^ waver in its resolution, and at 
ISMt cease to exert itself any longer in the same direction. 
This falling off, is pitiable— and when it takes place in res- 
pect of moral and religious engagements, it has a most per- 
mdotts effect upon the character of the individual, and the 
satiefaetions of his life. How much valuable time does he 
lose by such weakness and imsoln/tion ! Whikt others are 
h/islening formard on tb»ir course, he is* loitering on the 
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w9jf and 18 thus lefb iut behind th^n ; and when he once 
more applies to the business over whieh he has slept so long, 
his renewed exertions must be made with a painful consci- 
oasness of the time and opportunity he has wasted, and his 
whole future lifis^ though improved with diligence, will 
scarcely avail to redeem the past. 

This weakness of character, whether it shews itself in 
the want of firmness, or resolution, or zeal, or moral cou- 
rage, is, as we have seen, far from being ornamental or use- 
ful. It greatly lessens the value of the good, and some- 
times high qualities, which we observe in men. We have 
already given an instance of the former ; from a later 
period of time we take examples of the latter.- They are 
those of Galileo and Cranmer. The former, an Italian phi- 
losopher of eminence, having discovered that the system of 
his day was erroneous, and published some results of his 
discoveries, fell under the displeasure of that horrible 
court, the Inquisition, by which he was thrown into prison 
and kept there for a considerable period. His crime waa>— 
asserting that the earth was round, and moved round the 
sun ; and, for this, the conservators of religion immured 
him in a dungeon. He subsequently obtained his liberty, 
but it was by an immense sacrifice — ^he abjured his opinions, 
and engaged not to propagate them. Archbishop Cruuner, 
too, was a victim to that persecution by which the assumed 
friends, but most fatal enemies of religion, have pretended 
to secure her. interests. He lived in times when the estab- 
lished religion was alternately Catholic and Protestant, 
and, in the reign of Mary, fell under the charge of heresy, 
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of which charge he was conricted. The party opposed to 
him succeeded in procuring his condemnation. He endea- 
vonred to save his life, hut not his hondr. He recanted ; 
and it was in Viun. He soon, however, resumed his moral 
courage, and nobly redeemed his character, and expiated, 
at the stake, the weakness of the moment into which the 
fear of men had led him. It is painful to see these other- 
wise noble and excellent men bringing a shade over their 
life for the sake of adding to it a few jrears^-of ^shonor. 
And it is a melancholy reflection, that the best and most 
highly-gifted of God's rational family, are apt to tarnish 
by some unhappy weakness or other, the splendour of their 
attainments and the glory of their renown. 

The young will make a wise provision for their security 
aiid happiness by avoiding, as much as in them lies, every 
weakness which would detract from the merit of their vir- 
tue and lessen the value of their character. They cannot 
pass through the world without difficulty, or labour, or 
danger. This is not the lot of human beings. Intent 
upon useful pursuits, attempts will be made to detach them 
therefrom, and, strange though it may seem, there are 
those who will take a pleasure in ruining the moral work 
with which they are occupied ; or, if they fail in this attempt, 
in increasing the difficulty of success. Should they find 
themselves in these or other difficulties, however, let them 
persevere and place their trust in a righteous God, who 
always propitiates the moral labours of his children. 
Their course is simple and straight — ^to do right, come 
what will of it ; and they may safely and conscientiously 
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leave the issue to Him, who orderethall events andgoverneth 
the world with infinite wisdom. Should they unhappily 
betray any weakness, let them look to those, who, having 
also betrayed it, recovered themselves, and nobly redeemed 
their character. Let them look to Cranmer, and to one 
more illustrious still — ^Mark the Evangelist — who amply 
atoned for the fault of his youth by perseverence in the 
course from which he once swerved, and by affectionate 
attachment and service to the distinguished men whom his 
fault estranged from him— only for a time. 



LINES ON THE BIBLE. 
By Sir Walter Scott. 



Within this awful Volume lies 
The mystery of misteries ; 
Happiest they of human race 
To whom their God has given grace 
To read — to fear — to hope — to pray — 
To lift the latch, to force the way; 
And better had they ne*er been born, 
Than read to doubt— K>r read to scorn. 



[Ill ] 



The Prodigal Son.* 

LuKB XV. 18, 19. — / will arise and go to my Father ; and 
will say unto him^ Father y I have sinned against Heaven 
and before thee^ and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. 

The exclamation of the text is the language of unfeigned 
repentance ; it is the dictate of a conscience sensible of 
past acts of disobedience ; it is the sorrow of a heart pene- 
trated with a lively sense of its alienation from God ; it is 
the pious and prudent resolve of one oppressed with the 
weight of bitter recollections, yet determined to avow his 
unworthiness of God^s parental kindness, and stand before 
his presence a penitent and humbled sinner. Thus inter- 
preted, the words of the text accord well with the solemn 
season of self-examination upon which we have so recently 
entered, and may famish us with much useful matter for 
serious consideration. 

Though the parable of the prodigal son more imme- 
diately shadows forth the blessings which were extended to 
the Gentiles, who, after having been long lost in ignorance 
and idolatry, were at last admitted, on their faith and re- 
pentance, to the participation, with the Jews, of the great 

* This Sermon i« from the pen of the late Rev. G. Hughes ; and is. Tor the 
beauty of its language, inserted here in order to vary the style of our work. 
This will strike home to every parent. 

J.2 
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feast of salvation prepared for all, I will> in the following 
discourse, apply to it more generally, and consider its se- 
veral circumstances as referring to God's dealings with his 
penitent children. 

Whether from its close analogy to the conduct of or- 
dinary life, its awakening allusions to domestic scenes, the 
interest it excites in the bosom of every father of a family, 
the salutary and godly fear with which it may inspire every 
youth anxious to hurst the bonds of parental authority—- 
whether from the engaging representation it gives us of the 
infinite mercy of God, of the insufficiency of sinful pleasures 
to add to the happiness of life, or of the efficacy of sincere 
repentance— the parable of the prodigal son has ever been 
a fevourite topic with the preacher, and has seldom failed to 
give birth to serious, though transient, reflection in the 
breast of his hearers. The misfortune is, that the impres- 
sion is only transient : your judgments are convinced, your 
feelings are roused, your consciences are awakened, but— • 
your lives are not reformed. In the moment of conviction, 
you adopt the language of the returning prodigal ; but, 
the solemn services of the tabernacle ended, you forget the 
conscientious resolution of the preceding moment ; the 
interest which the parable excited, the moral it inculcated, 
the impression it made upon your hearts, fly before the 
earliest and most trifling object that addresses itself to 
your attention. Thus the lesson, which it was hoped 
would, at least, have governed the conduct of the week, 
until the impression should be renewed with the returning 
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sablNith, iiidei from your memories and is forgotten in an 
hoar. 

Let U8 examine into the several particulars of the parable 
and apply them as we proceed to our respective situations 
in life. First, in its literal sense, to our relative duties as 
parents, as children, — and spiritually, in the next, to the 
relation we bear to God as the creatures of his power, the 
adopted children of lus mercy. The rise and progress, and 
evil consequences of error will be found intelligibly repre- 
sented in the conduct of the prodigal. 

** The younger of two sons said to his father, father, give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to me/' In this his 
impatience of the wholesome restraints of parental authority, 
we behold the origin of all the after errors of the prodigal. 
Not satisfied with the calm and innocent enjoyments of do- 
mestic scenes, tastless to him while fettered by the obliga- 
tions of filial obedience, he would fain embark on the bois- 
terous ocean of life, blindly trusting to his own untried 
and incompetent powers, and spurning that afilectionate and 
guiding hand wluch has conducted him through the weak- 
nesses of childhood and the slippery pathways of early and 
inexperienced youth, into the opening plains of manhood. 
The pleasures of home have become insipid, not from their 
insufficient nature, but from the restraints which accom- 
pany them ; whilst those less innocent enjoyments, which 
the wisdom of parental experience denies him, assume, from 
that very prohibition, a new value in his estimation. It 

was reserved for the woeful experience of future days to 

l3 
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conTinoe him of lus error, and, by stripping of their bor- 
rowed fkscination tiie guilty pleasures for whicb he now 
pants so ardendy, to bring his repentant heart to bitter but 
sincere reflection. 

Anticipating the beneficial change that might be wrought 
upon the heart of his impatient child, though thrxiugh the 
the medium of «o severe a discipline, and fondly trusting 
that those convictions would follow upon experience which 
his own good counsel and authority had been incompetent 
to effect, his father " divides unto him lus living/^ He 
gives him the portion of goods that falleth to him ; with a 
heavy heart he yields him up to his own self-government, 
and in a few days he sees his unconscious child set forward 
on a journey that will be beset with numberless dangers 
and vexed with various storms. 

"The younger son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance 
with riotous living.** 

No sooner is he released from the galling bonds of a 
father's authority^ and let loose upon the plains of free- 
dom, than he hastens to that ruinous consummation from 
which that father's authority would have preserved him. 
The wisdom and es^pediency of former restraint is imme- 
diately seen in the ill use he makes of his liberty. He 
'* wastes his substance,*' he ** spends all " that he has, and, 
to add to the sad catalogue of his privations, " there arises 
a mighty famine in the land, and he begins to be in want." 
He is compelled to have recourse to dependence upon a citi- 
jLtn of the country for immediate relief, to a degrading and 
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peeuUarljr revolting employment for bifl daily food. Nor 
eren by these humiliating serrices oan he satisfy the crav- 
ings of hunger ; tkin would he have fied upon *^ the husks 
that the swine did eat/* but << no man gave unto him." 
This is the season for reflection : in this his hour of su£fer- 
ing» the follies of the past rush upon his recollection ; the 
kindness of that lather, whom he had hastily left, the wis- 
dom of that counsel he had despised, the comforts, the en- 
dearments of that home he had deserted,— all are opposed 
to the desolation, the necessities, the unfeeling hearts that 
surround him. This was indeed a trial of affliction, well 
calculated to ** bring him to himself'* to bid him contrast 
his former fulness of supply with the scantiness of the 
present, to bid him bow beneath the chastening rod, and ac- 
knowledge himself humbled and repentant. 

" How many hired servants of my father,*^ was now his 
involuntary exclamation, *^ have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger !'' Gladly would he exchange his 
present forlorn condition for the meanest among those who 
composed his father's household. When it recurs to his 
recollection how abundantly all their wants were satisfied, 
how blest he would now consider himself were he permitted 
to feed upon the superfluities of their daily supply ; the 
height from which he had fallen makes his present depres- 
sion more insupportable ; the comforts he once enjoyed, 
and which, but for his own folly he might have continued 
to enjoy, shed a darker horror over his existing privations. 
Under the pressure of present distress, and with the cer- 
tainty of its becoming daily more severe, he comes to the 
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only wise resolution which could afford the prospect of re- 
lief. " I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against Heaven and before theC) 
and am no more worthy to he called thy son ; make me 
as one of thy hired servants/" The consummation which the 
father had anticipated is thus happily brought about ; the 
distress to which the body of his child has been made sub- 
ject, has effected the wished-for change upon his mind- 
He arises, and '' comes to his father/' And what is the 
conduct of this justly offended parent ? Does he visit the 
ill conduct, the ingratitude of his wayward son with pu- 
nishment proportionate to his multiplied offences ? On the 
contrary, his affectionate heart ]« enraptured at that son's 
return. " When he was'yet a great way off," he " saw him, 
and had compassion, und ran, and fell on his neck and 
kissed him."' In proportion to his fears for his prodigal, 
is his gratitude for his safety ; the sanguine expectations 
he had entertained of his child's conversion are realized in 
the lowly confession he now makes of the extent of his 
error, of his unworthiness to stand before the presence of 
one whom he had so ungratefully deserted, in opposition to 
whose precepts he had so grievously erred. " Bring forth 
the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand 
and shoes on his feet ; bring hither the fatted calf, and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry ; for this my son was dead 
and is alive again, — ^was lost and is found."* By one im- 
mediate act of unhesitating forgiveness, all his former 
errors are cancelled and forgotten. His return from vice 
to virtue is welcomed by the happy father as a resurrection 
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from death to life ; he calls upon his whole household to 
unite with him in demonstrations of rejoicing ; to exercise 
their utmost efforts of hospitality to welcome the wanderer 
home. 

Are there among my hearers, parents, whose feeling 
hearts have been deeply wounded by the ingratitude of a 
disobedient child ? They will readily sympathise with the 
delighted father, rejoicing over his returning prodigal; 
they will remember how deep was the anguish of their 
hearts, whenever their child's rebellion was uppermost in 
their thoughts ; when they deemed him lost to every ra- 
tional hope of present and future happiness, " wasting his 
substance with riotous living," and perhaps denied the 
common necessaries of existence. But they will also re- 
member, if so happy a consummation has been also theirs, 
with what devout thanksgiving they listened to his prayer 
of penitence, with what unusual rejoicing they hiuled him 
again a member of their domestic circle--again a partaker 
of their domestic joys. 

Are there any repentant prodigals around me, who, in 
an unguarded moment, have renounced a parent's protec- 
tion, and fled from the innocent joys of home, to riot in a 
strange country, and instead of treasuring their patrimony 
against the day of necessity, have idly and wickedly squan- 
dered it on lawless indulgences and among intemperate com- 
panions? Let them, if such there be, bear witness to what 
a conflict of opposing passions they were exposed, when- 
ever reflection brought them to themselves,'" — ^how greatly 
their guilty pleasures were alloyed by the frequently recur- 
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ring thought upon their unnatural and ungrateful conduct: 
and when driven by extreme necessity to ask forgiveoMs 
of the parent they had dishonoured, with what mingled 
sensations of conscious unworthiness and humbling antici- 
pation they preferred their prayer! with what lively emo- 
tions of gratitude and joy they received the unqualified 
pardon^ aad beheld the preparations for rejoicing. 

To those who have perchance been i^ared these scenes of 
trial, let it be a timely and a valuable caution. Let the 
history of the prodigal inculcate upon every fathw's breast 
the duty of so nurturing his &mily and regulating his 
household, that his children may own no satis&ction so 
pure and suflioent as those he enjoys in the heart of his 
home. Let it guard the youth just entering on the paths 
of manhood against the dangers he will encounter, the pri* 
vations to which he must submit, when seeking, with un- 
timely eagerness, to break from a parent's just authimty, 
and escape his healing and affectionate reproof. Let him 
hence learn the indisputable truth, that his happiness 
is never so safe, as when in the custody of those who are 
by nature interested in his well-doing ; that the value of 
their protecting guidance is never duly estimated, till a 
sad and chastening experience has convinced him of his own 
imcompetency. 

Hitherto we have commented only upon the letter of the 
parable ; let us now look to the spirit of it,*^et us oon tem- 
plate the parent as our Heavenly Father ; and, in the por- 
trait of the prodigal, acknowledge a striking resemblance 
to the majority of his creatures. For awhile, we walk 
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satisfied in the paths of peace and innocence, happy under 
the restraints of religion and Tirtue, and scarcely knowlBg 
or indulging a wish beyond our home. But with the plea- 
sures of youth come also its temptations ; desires, hitherto 
unfelt, occupy our meditations, meet us in our path, follow 
us to our retirement, and compose our wdcing dreams. 
We are ardently anxious for the new enjoyment, but the 
Gospel forbids it — ^pronouncing it not periuips guilty in 
itself, but imperceptibly leading on to guilt. We yield to 
the first temptation ; and, not having yet, we will suppose, 
transgressed a positive command, the compliance is not 
accompanied with any serious misgiving of the heart. But 
having once given way, the work of the enemy is become 
comparatively easy; the prohibitions of the Gospel seem 
now unnecessarily severe ; the control over the thought is 
pronounced arbitrary; and, with a full and undoubting 
reliance on our own powers of resistance, we advance one 
step more towards the snare of temptation. Now the pro- 
gress becomes rapid— -we demand the ** portion*' of our 
liberty, to which we think we are entitled ; we no longer 
brook the control of parental authority, of Gospel precepts, 
of positive commands, but rushing at once upon pursuits, 
unrestrained by reason or religion, we "waste our sub- 
stance," enfeeble our powers, both of body and mind, ruin 
OUT reputation, and not till every forbidden pleasure has 
been exhausted, do we perceive the folly and vanity of our 
course. What now remains for us, but bitter and unavail- 
ing remorse? Can we have recourse, for consolation, to 
that volume which we know holds out threatenings of pu- 
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nisiuDent to those who disobey its commands ? Have we 
courage to look up to Heaven ? may our eye meet there 
an o£fended Omnipotent God, who is too " pure to behold 
iniquity," whose authority we have disputed, whose dis- 
pleasure we have braved. Yes — ^in this the moment of our 
extremest need, the Gospel toitt afford us consolation, the 
all-merciful God wUl compassionate our wants, and listen 
to our prayer. If, in the language of the parable, we 
<< arise and go to our Father, and say unto him. Father, 
we have sinned against Heaven, and before thee, and are 
no more worthy to be called thy sons ;"' if we sincerely 
acknowledge our disobedience, our unworthiness, and 
throw ourselves upon his compassion, God will have mercy 
upon us ; there will be .'unusual rejoicing among his 
angels ; they will gladly welcome the ^recovered] prodigal, 
and his transgressions will be for ever blotted out from the 
register of Heaven. 

We have yet to consider the remonstrances of the elder 
son, who had never quitted his fftther*8 house, on witness- 
ing such unusual rejoicing at the return of his prodigal 
brother : — ^^ He was angry, and would not go in." And, 
in answer to the earnest entreaties of his father that he 
would partake the universal joy, he exclaims, "Lo, these 
many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any 
time thy commandment, and yet thou never gavest me a 
kid, that I might make merry with my ftriends ; but as 
soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy 
living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the &tted 
calf" 
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Let it not be imagined from this, tfate elder e^'i wmon ^ 
strances, that repentance, however sincere, following- opon 
a coarse of disobedience and crime, is of moi^ Value in the 
sight of God than actual innocence. Li rely as is the re- 
joieing in Hearen at the resurrection of the penitent pro* 
digal from the death of sin, we are not warranted ill coming 
to the conclnsion that his reward will be eommenenrate 
with that of him who has not wilfully swenred from his 
duty, nor disobeyed the commands of his Maker, and who, 
consequently, needs less the purification of repentance. In 
confirmation of this, look to the reply of the father in the 
parabio— -" Son, thou art ever with me> and all that I have 
is thine/^ — ^It is true thou hast never rebelled against 
my authority, nor quitted my protection ; thy reward will 
be proportionate; *<all that I have is thine:'* but this 
thy brother, who has long been dead in sin, is risen again 
to righteousness,-—*' It is meet, therefore, that we make 
merry and be glad ;'*— as our hearts were severely grieved 
at Me lots, so let them revive on his return. Repine not 
^t he is " alive again^* to share the comforts of the pre- 
sent and hope the blessings of the future-^thy patrimony 
wiH not be impaired by his participation in the fruits of my 
%Ottnty>-H:ome, therefore, and unite with us in rejoicing 
ibr Ms recovery, and thanksgiving for his return to liberty 
andKfe. 

' Bnch, my brethren, will be tiie diipotition of our Heaven- 
ly Father towards the reviving stnner-^with such encou- 
ragement will he meet his earliest efforts after virtue-^and 
such sentiments of joy and gratitude should we indulge 

M 
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when beholding a fellow-creature burst the bonds of sin and 
pursue the path that leads to hra everlasting home. 
Hasten onwards, then, to those tranquil habitations where 
a Father's arms are open to embrace you— to that fountain 
of grace, whose waters had not learned to flow but for the 
sacrifice of Christ ; — refreshed by the exhilarating draught, 
and cleansed in that pure stream from the pollution of the 
past, " go on your way rejoicing." " Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow," — and though 
a higher recompense may await thy brother, who has been 
contented and happy in the innocent pursuits of his father s 
house, yet will joys beyond the reach of your present con- 
ception crown your future services, if they begin in repent- 
ance and close in reformation. 



CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES, 

(From- the Chrittian Regitter.) 



David's Reflolutions. 

In these resolutions the reader will find much to admire 
and imitate. For a king or a Christian, commencing his 
respective course of life, never were principles more admi- 
rably adopted. 

David was now proclaimed king of Israel. It is the 
object of my present number to develop that course of 
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cfwdttct, which, ouhis acceBsion to the throne, he professed 
ht hk intention to adapt. The hundred and first psalm is 
supposed to have been written on that occasion. He com- 
mences with the developBient of the just and merciful 
principles, by which he meant to govern the kingdom ; and 
he expresses them as in the presence of that Being, who 
had approved his former character, and raised him to the 
royal elevation he now enjoyed ; I will sing of mercy and 
judgment ; unto thee, O Lord, will I sing. Mercy, justice, 
and integrity shall be my guiding lights, and I will walk in 
them as under the immediate inspection of the Omniscient. 
After this exordium, David makes allusion to himself-*- 
to the resolutions he had forDned respecting his awn beha- 
viour : I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. This 
is .the first and grand aim of every good man. He looks 
at home. He examines his own motives of action. He 
views his own proficiency in obedience. He ascertains 
his own departures from that luminous path. For a per- 
son w^o desires to be a Christian, there is no propensity 
more offensive or fetal, than a scrutinizing or condemna- 
tory spirit; — a spirit more disposed to intermeddle with 
the affairs of a neighbour, than to pronounce at hmne that 
startling admonition of the prophet i-^Thou art ike man. 
Let me iatreat you, therefore, if you imagine you have 
embraced the pure doctrines of the cross, to be satisfied 
wit^ that peace in believing : let me intreat you to abstain 
from every unchristian word and work against your neiigk- 
bonr. Let not yovr best of trees produce the v»otst offrnit : 

that would be a miserable reeommendation of the infiiUir 
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bilitj of your faith. You say that your belief k more 
Bcriptural than that of other denominatioufl. This may be 
true, and it may be a mistake. But allow it to be correct. 
TheU) to employ the language of a poet, let those denomi- 
nations 

''See 
That as more pure and gentle in your faith, 
Yowrtelvee are gentler, purer. Ye shall be 
Ab gods amoD^ them, if ye thus obey 
God's precepts.*' 

Imitate the resolution of David : conduct ymtrsekef 
wisely in a perfect way. You will feel your insufficiency, 
indeed ;— but, like him, repair to the fountain of wisdom 
and strength. With him address the Supreme Being, al- 
mighty and all-gracious, — O when wilt thou come to me ! 
Be sensible of your dependance upon him. Supplicate his 
presence, protection, and blessing. 

David proceeds in developing the principles, by which he 
{Purposed to regulate his conduct : I will walk within my 
house, or my court, with a perfect heart : To my family and 
kingdom, I will discover perfect integrity of heart and life; 
in my personal intercourse, setting a praiseworthy example, 
not from prudential, not from political views alone, 
but from a firm conviction of God's eye being upon 
me, and through desire to promote his glory. I will 
set no wicked thing before mine eyes : I will have no un- 
justifiable aim. My honor shall not be corrupted by rea- 
sons of state. I hate the work of them that turn aside : I 
execrate the crooked policy of the artful^ the ^designing, 
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the interested : it shall not deave to me. No such unwor- 
tl^ motivee shall adhere to my soal, or debase my high- 
minded views. << I consider myself, though king of Israel, 
as a subject of God, and sin as treason against his supre- 
maoy. A iroward, stuhhorn, or rebellions heart shall de- 
part from me. Such a disposition I will neither indulge in 
myself, nor tolerate in others. I will not know a wicked 
person; an infamous character shall be no friend or inti- 
mate of mine: no royal fator, no royal munificence, shall 
he experience. 

The next character that excited the animadversion of 
David, is more troublesome and mischievous than any men- 
tioned in the whole psalm, and he threatens the delinquent 
with merited punishment and reprobation. It is in truth 
a delinquent hateful to CU>d and man ; a iJharacter that sows 
more discord, and spreads more dissatisfaction in the field of 
the world, than almost any other. Need I say that the 
Psalmist alludes to the busy-body, the intermedler, the 
whisrperer, the talebearer, the slanderer, the propagator of 
falsehoods and unfounded rumours ? Whoso privily slan- 
dereth his neighbour, him will I cut off, — severely punish, 
discard, or banish from my court and dominions. He that 
worketh deceit, says the royal admonisher, shall not dwell 
within my house: he that telleth lies, shall not tarry in my 
sight. No calumniator, no informer, shall remain in my 
service. Against the base insinuations of mischief-maker^, 
against the poisonous breath of defamers, I will manifest 
the most unrelenting sternness, the most unmitigable se- 
verity. I will early, or invariably, destroy all the wicked 
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of the land ;— ^all such eyil-doers, such criminal characten, 
•finch disturhers of the peace and harmony of societ^T) I w9l 
out off from the city of God. 

A nohle resolution, hut of most difficult accompiiBhment. 
Human nature continues the same in all ages. Where 
there is no rdigion, no moral principle, there will belying; 
where ignorance and bigotry exist, there will be a fondness 
for misrepresentation ; a love of wild rumours and wiM 
surmises ; a relish for calumnious tales and miscreated sus- 
picions ; a welcoming of the marvellous, the incredible, the 
impossible ; a thirst for the waters of strife, evil speaking, 
clamour, malice, bitterness ; an exclusive spirit, defamatory 
suggestions, uncharitable and unchristian judging; 

This is an appalling catalogue of crimes. Individuals 
-of this irreligious temper, persons of a high look and a 
proud heart, who are insensible to their own imperfection 
and unworthiness, but who fabricate or retail slander 
against a neighbour, David declares that he will not suffer 
-or endure. Moses had made a «imilar proclamation by the 
.command of the Most High: Thou shalt neither roue nor 
receive a false report. Solomon is equally explicit against 
4his criminal habit : — He that hides hatred with lying lips, 
and he who utters a slander, is a fool. In the multitude 
^f words, there wanteth not sin; but he who refrains his 
lips, is wise. But the most awful denunciation against 
this vice, which I remember to have seen, you may find in 
the Revelation. Observe with what characters the author 
classes liars, and the tremendous doom of all ; and when- 
lAver you feel disposed to employ .falsehoocl, .to misn^re- 
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sent, to calumniate, I pray God that you may remember 
^ sentence and stand in awe of Him who witnesses the 
thoughts of your heart and the words of yoor mouth. 
The unfiuthful, and abominable, and murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolators, and all liars, shall 
hare their part in the lake that bumeth with fire and brim- 
stone ; which is the second death. The blessed Saviour, 
too, attaches the same criminality to abusive or malicious 
speeches ; I say unto you, that for every idle or unprofita- 
ble speech, every false or injurious word, which men shall 
speak, they shall give account in the day of judgment ; for 
by thy words thou wilt be justified, and by thy words thou 
wilt be condemned. 

Do you wonder, my readers, that David was so deep- 
ly impressed with the sinfulness of vague and evil-minded 
rumoure? ihat he communicated his disapprobation so 
strongly ? I think you do not, for you all know some- 
thing of this evil ; few of you have escaped its venom^ and 
few of you have remained innocent of its sin. If then your 
impressions resemble my own, be it your aim to discourage 
the slightest appearance of this crime both in yourselves 
and others. If sometimes compelled to hear the calumnies 
and floating rumours of the day, just as you hear some dis- 
mal howling that enters your window by night, do not 
propagate those rumours any more than you would 
propagate these melancholy sounds ; let them die even from 
your own memory. He who spreads a false accusation, 
becomes an accomplice with the original contriver. Many 
evil rumours may be true, but it does not become you to 
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promote their circulation. It forms a part of the iiniyersal 
prayer, to " hide the iaalt we see.*" Therefore haT« nor- 
thing to do with forging an untruUi ; and haTe no concern 
with falsehoods of other people's forging : both to retuler 
and receiver they are a most unprofitable eommoditj ; to 
him who entertains, and him who disposes of them. The 
example of the divine Teacher, and the golden rule whidi 
he gave for our direction, I hare often recommended as 
truly of heavenly origin, and I would recommend them 
now : Make that perfect example and that golden rule your 
directory. You will find them of universal application 
and efficacy : like the love of God shed abroad in the heart, 
they will diffuse a benign influence over yonr minds, 
your affections, and your intercourse with mankind. 
Strive, then, during the remainder of your earthly day, 
to imbibe their spirit and to exemplify their divine princi- 
ples. The example of Christ, I hope, is imprinted on the 
memories of all. He suffered for you, leaving yon an ex- 
ample, that you should follow his steps : he committed do 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth : when he was 
reviled, he reviled not again ; when he suffered, he threat- 
ened not ; but committed himself to Him who judges right- 
eously. He exemplified the wisdom that is from above,— 
pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruif«, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make peace. Blessed words, and worthy of being in- 
scribed upon every heart! But not more blessed than the 
rule, which the Saviour proposed for your observance : All 
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tJungSy-— whetjier thoughts, words, or actions,^— whatsoever 
you desire others to entertain, express, and perform, iu re- 
gard to you, fail not to entertain, express, and perform 
yourselves ; for this is the law and the prophets. Such 
are the principles and practice, which your heavenly Father 
will approve and reward ; and he will view yon with the 
same complacency, with which David promised to regard 
his faithful advocates and friends : Mine eyes shall he upon 
the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me : He 
that walks in a perfect way, shall hoth serve me and parti- 
cipate in my glory. 

I have now accomplished what I proposed. I have pre- 
sented some of the more prominent features of David's pro» 
mised administration,—- those principles of conduct, which 
he promised should influence his government of himself and 
his government of the kingdom. Many of his views are 
extremely applicahle to the situation and circumstances of 
Christians, to your own religious improvement, and to your 
intercourse with the Christian community. May your con- 
viction of their truth, your corresponding endeavours to 
observe them, and the blessing of the Alipighty promote 
your comfort on earth and immortal life in heaven. 
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8el£-diatru8t, ^XTatohfulneM, and Prayer. 

Mabk XIV. 2S.'^fFatch ye and pray^ Usi ye enter into 

temptation. 

Tide conimaiid of the SaTiour k full lof instruction. He 
gave it in his hour of agon j, to Peter, James, and Joba ; 
but to Peter with some particularitj of address. Petor 
had reposed too much confidence, — ^not in the strength, of 
his attachment to his master, for that was of immoveable 
finnnees,*— but in the warmtii and weaksess of his heart, 
in the passionate hnpnlses and aeeompanying timidily oi 
Ids character. * Simon,' said the agonised Saviour, 
'sleepest tk&ul couldst not tkou watch one hour? thoUy 
whose spirit is «o ardent, wluMse heart is so warm, and 
whose promises of fiiiMilneBS have just been so vdieDMnt 
and impassioned?* 

A milder, a more gentie rebuke, never proceeded £fom 
hnman mouth. Nothing could have becK move tender, or 
more touching, than this delicacy of vefisrenoe ; and »o- 
thing could have been more appropriate, than the caution 
of the text : — ^Watch ye and pray, lest you yourselves come 
into these same trials. 

As I have already observed, there is salutary warning 
in this passage ; and 1 would impress its power upon every 
heart. The doctrines it impresses, are threefold: 1st. a 
consciousness of human imper^BCtion ; 2d. the necessity of 
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exereising TigilaDce over your hearts and behaviour ; and 
3d. suppHcation to the Supreme Being to preserve you 
from trial, or deliver you from evil : — self-distrust, watch- 
fulness, and prayer. 

1. The first doctrine cluming your regard, is self-dis- 
trust Do not imagine I mean unreasonable diffidence ; a 
feeling so apprehensive of doing wrong, as never to do 
right. I wish yon to discover decision both in your sen- 
timents and your conduct : it is the glory of a rational 
being, — ^it is the glory of a Christian. Peter discovered, 
indeed, temerity in promise and timidity in performance ; 
but thirty years afler that melancholy night, when he de* 
nied bis lord, at the period when he composed his first 
^stle, he manifested the true wisdom of experience. Be 
always ready to give an answer, he enjoined with meekness 
and respect, to every man who asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you. The self-distrust I would reeommend 
is 8<MDething more than freedom from rashness ; it is a deep 
sense of human frailty relying upon divine sufficiency. 

All heart and impulse, Peter was over-confident of him- 
self. He was most sincere, no doubt, in that devoted en- 
thusiasm he expressed. How could he then deny his be- 
loved Lord ? From motives resembling these :^-Knowing 
his master to be in possession of miraculous powers, and 
entertaining views of the Messiah extremely erroneous, 
he hardly expected to have his fidelity immediately brought 
to the proof. Besides, talking of imprisonment and 
death, is a very distinct thing from seeing them moment- 
ly impending. In a word, Peter was an imperfect 



132 8ELF-DI8TRUST, WATCHFULNBSS, 

ChristiftiL He has been Btigmatized as timid or cowardly- 
In that sonl-trying exigence, he was so ; but justice re- 
quires jou to remember, that he showed more courage than 
his companions. True, he exclaimed with yehement em* 
phasis, ^ Even should I die with thee, I will never deny 
thee ;' but the historian adds, ' and thus said they aU ;' and 
when his master was apprehended, he made the only resis- 
tance of which you have any record. They had but twa 
swords; but of those two he wielded the only one that 
seems to have been drawn, and not without some execu- 
tion ; and when the disciples all forsook Jesus and fled, 
Peter and John alone hovered near their Lord: they 
alone followed him to the palace of the High Priest. 

r 

They were both moved to this procedure by affection; and 
if ooe of them uttered an untruth, it was with no malici- 
ous design, but solely to preserve himself from suspicion 
and arrest as an accomplice; 

Still, though fear of seizure prompted the falsehood, it 
was altogether unjustifiable^; and you cannot wonder, 
that he went out and wept bitterly ; you cannot wonder 
that when the Lord turned, ai^d looked upon hih, he 
was overwhelmed with astonishment, — a deep sense of his 
weakness and unworthiness ; — ^that he rushed from the 
palace, and in the solitude and silence of night burst into 
tears,«— tears of memory, tears of selfHsondemnation, tears 
of the bitterest remorse. You see him the oldest disciple, 
now in the full meridian of manhood, weeding alone, and 
you see a most affecting sight. You are disposed to weep 
with him. But pause and reflect ; the warning he affords. 
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you, is something more profitable than tears. You per- 
ceive that a more intimate knowledge of himself, a con- 
sciousness of his imperfect virtue, would have preserved 
him, — ^preserved him from rash self-confidence, — saved him 
from his deplorable disloyalty and fall. Yes, this true 
friend of Jesus, thus betrayed by 'circumstances and the 
infirmity of his nature into a momentary defection, is an 
impressive warning to all Christians. He seems to pro- 
claim to you, < Remember me, — me who promised to de- 
fend, but shamefully denied my master. Be more mode- 
rate and composed in your promises, but resolute and un- 
moved in performing them. Be sensible of this truth, that 
your Maker has granted your soul the powerful nerve of 
resolve; but still rely upon the support of an arm that is 
almighty. For the energies imparted, fail not to be grate- 
ful; fail not continually to exert them. Remember for 
your encouragement, that while with fear and trembling 
you strive to accomplish your salvation, God is working 
in you both to will and to do, — aiding you to resolve and 
aiding you to perform. At the same time, be not pre- 
sumptuous : remember the vehement wrath, the unmanly 
fear and felsehood, the bitter agony of Peter, and cease 
not day or night to be watchful. 

2. By considerations of this nature, you come to the se- 
cond doctrine of the text ; you percdve the necessity of 
christian watchfulness, 

£very human being that lives to maturity of reason ; 
every human being that has a probationary life committed 
to him, is exposed to evil. This is the inevitable lot of 
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man, since without trial you could give no proof of good- 
ness. God commands you that seem to stand, to take 
heed lest you fall. God commands : he is therefore faith* 
ful, and will not suffer you to he tried ahove your ability ; 
but with the trial, he will proTide a way for your escape. 
He promises to proportion your burden to your strength. 
This is no more than you would naturally anticipate, 
from a Being of infinite perfection. But the strength he 
has imparted, he requires you to exert ; for unless you do 
exert it, you have it imparted in vain. Peter was not 
tried above his ability to bear. Had he fortified his heart 
by confidence in his Master, instead of confidence in him- 
self; had he believed in God, and believed in Christ ; that 
is, had he reposed confidence in the Supreme Being and 
his Master; had he felt the conviction, that the miraculous 
works of his Master must have been wrought by divine 
power ;— he must have been assured, that the Father who 
commissioned, would not abandon his Son ; and had he 
been watchful over himself, he could never have commit- 
ted the folly of uttering three falsehoods so improbable and 
so useless. His Master had given commandment, < Swear 
not at all ;' but so imperfectly had his heart become mould- 
ed to spiritual views, that he attempted to confirm even 
falsehood by swearing. Unhappy Peter, how miserably 
fallen! how humble even in his own estimation ! Can this 
be the man, who expressed his attachment with such en- 
thusiasm of sentiment and manner ? My friends, he knew 
not himself: he was not watchful over his weaker nature. 
He had expected a temporal Messiah ; but now, when he 
saw him whom he had acknowledged to be the Christ, the 
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Son of tbe living God ; — vrhtn he saw him brought to j udg- 
menty and about to be condemned to death,*^— his hope and 
assurance almost sunk in despair. Blessed be God, he gave 
the world a lesson of caution and humility. Blessed be God, 
he afforded encouragement to repenting sinners. He rose 
elastic from his degradation. The Saviour pitied his irreso- 
lution ; but he knew, at the same time, that his heart was 
composed of the best materials of heaven. Immediate! j 
after his resurrection he gave a most touching testimonial 
of his tenderness to Peter. Go, said he by his Angel, go-* 
tell his disciples, and Peter, that he goes before you into 
Galilee. 

I cannot avoid observing, that the change of character 
discovered by ihe disciples* and particularly by Peter, 
fifty days afterwards, when the supernatural illumination 
was communicated, affords a powerful corroboration of the 
truth of the Gospel history. You have witnessed Peter^s 
melancholy state of mind, when he denied the master he loved 
so tenderly : listen to his fearless developments now. ' Ye 
men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
from God, manifested among you by miracles, and wonders, 
and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know : him, being delivered up to you by 
the determinate counsel and preordination of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain; 
whom God hath raised up, having loosed the bonds of death." 

Hear again : * Then Peter, filled with the holy spirit, 

said, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, if we 

be examined this day concerning the good deed done to the 

N 2 
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infirm man, by what meaas he hath been restored ; be it 
known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
but whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you well/ . 

Such was the power of divine illumination. To the 
powerful evidence arising from this bestowal, you, my 
hearers, are bom heirs. Favored with such advantages, it 
becomes you to be watchful, lest you sin against peculiar 
light ; and if you have sinned like Peter, be thankful to 
your Maker for the power he communicates of emancipa- 
ting yourselves from evil. Be watchful over the thoughts 
of your hearts, the words of your mouths, and the actions 
of your lives. Be so watchful as never to come under the 
dominion of a known sin. Distrusting your own wisdom 
and strength, relying upon those which come from above, 
and exercising unremitting vigilance over your Christian 
walk,-— these virtues you are to esteem auxiliary to this 
blessed attainment. 

3. But, in the third place, the Saviour adduces another 
virtue of indispensible importance ; it forms the third and 
last doctrine of the passage under consideration. This is 
prayer: pray that ye enter not into temptation or trial. 

There is a beautiful exemplification of this devotional 
spirit, recorded in the first chapter of the Acts. Of tbe 
Christian converts and eleven disciples, of certain women 
and Mary the Mother of Jesus, with his brethren, it is 
sud : These all with one mind continued in prayer and sup- 
plication. It was now a most interesting period, — ^tlie 
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period that intervened between the ascenaioii of Christ, 
and the communication of the spirit. Christ had com- 
manded his converts, after their return from Galilee, not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 
the Father. This promise of the Father, or baptism of 
the spirit, was accomplished in about seven days ; and as 
a preparation tor this great event, nothing could have been 
more suitable than the course they pursued. Their 
Christian unanimity, and devotional exercises, prepared 
them for the reception of miraculous endowments. 

My friends, you have no right, at the present period, to 
expect any miraculous bestowal in answer to prayer ; the 
Israelites, after reaching the land of promise, might as well 
have looked for showers of manna. It seems to be a prin- 
ciple, in the diviue economy, not to make superfluous 
grants. The purposes of inspiration were accomplished 
in the apostolic age by the establishment of Christianity ; 
that once effected, its divine principles were left to their 
natural operation. But although you cannot anticipate 
from prayer the power of working miracles, there is some- 
thing,— -something, too, of unspeakable moment,-«which 
you may anticipate from observance of this command. I 
allude to that spiritual influence recognized in our text, — 
that mysterious aid, which helps your infirmities, pre- 
serves from temptation, delivers from evil, purifles your 
affections, and composes your spirit for earth and heaven. 
Had Peter been more watchful over his infirmities, instead 
of yielding to the pressure of sleep ; had he repaired to that 

iaAnite Source of sufficiency, to which his lord had direet- 
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ed him, and to ¥^hich he repaired himself; he would have 
been saved, I doubt not, from the offences and sufferings 
of that fatal night. 

My hearers, take warning by this example* You are ex- 
posed to temptation as well as Peter ; and the same self- 
confidence, the same want of watchfulness, the same inde- 
▼otion, which he discovered, will lead to consequences 
equally to be deprecated. 

There are many ways of denying Christ, besides that of 
denying that you know him. In one sense, it was most 
true, as Peter exclaimed, that he did not know the m an. 
Most assuredly he did not know him, any more than he 
knew himself; for had he known this Son of the Highest, 
had he appreciated his divine character, had his heart been 
deeply imbued with religious truth, — he could never 
have shown himself so weak and unworthy. 

My hearers — every man is a Peter, when he deserts the 
cause of his Redeemer ; when he lives in opposition to his 
commands ; — ^when he yields to the subjugation of sin ; 
— ^when he experiences none of the power of his gospel on 
his soul ; when its promises of divine comfort and peace 
find no avenue to his heart. — I speak not of the grosser 
vices : these are a sure passport to perdition. But you all 
deny your Lord while you continue unwatchful. You all 
deny your Lord, while you have no communion with the 
Father of your spirits. You all deny your Lord, when 
you remain uninfluenced by his blessed religion ; when jou 
refuse to welcome his ordinances; when you live without 
holiness, as if Christ had never lived ; when you die with- 
out hope, as if Christ had never died, risen, and ascended. 
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I have now presented some developments, wliich I pro- 
posed to present, of self-distrust, christian watchfulness, 
and hahitual devotion ; — three principles of Christianity—- 
three grand rules of life — ^which, in the name of [the 
agonized sufferer of Gethsemane, I entreat you all to observe 
while you live. 

I close this subject with a single observation : an obser- 
vation applicable both to yourselves and he who addresses 
you. Every man who addresses his fellow men, desires 
that his reasonings and persuasions may accomplish their 
purpose. Mere speaking into the air is most discouraging 
and painful. Every man, too, that is disposed to listen to 
reasoning and persuasion, wishes to gain something of 
light and confidence, something of encouragement and vi- 
gorous resolve, to animate him in his remaining course. 
We do not assemble here, I trust,-— either speaker or 
hearer, — to wile away an hour in amusing pastime. No : 
we meet for mutual improvement, both intellectual and re- 
ligious. I am not alluding, now, to that part of our ser- 
vices, which 1 esteem, incomparably the most important, — 
I am not alluding to our communion with the Omnipresent, 
the devotional intercourse with which he indulges us : — I 
am speaking of the views I unfold of duty and acceptance. 
According to the custom of our age and country, — I may 
say, according to the earliest establishment of Christianity, 
•—it is my province to present, in the clearest and most 
scriptural light, I am able, the duties of a true Christian. 
It is my study and aim, I need not declare, to render my 
representations as well attractive as unambiguous and edi- 
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fying. It is your province and wisdom, if you understand 
and approve the views I present, to embrace them as your 
own, — to feel their influence, and follow their illumination. 
Again I ask, why do you assemble in the house of your 
Father ? Not only to give him worship and glory, — not 
only to ascertain the direction of this pathway of blessing ; 
much more remains to be done, before you are blessed in your 
deed. You retire from the hearing of the divine word to 
tread that pathway of blessing ; otherwise you continue as 
unblessed as you were : it may be, you become more un- 
blessed. That pathway of exertion, and that alone, leads 
to the rest of heaven. Gladly would the ambassador of 
Christ reveal to you, — gladly would he secure for himself, 
a less arduous ascent to glory. But to employ the vigor- 
ous comparison of a man of genius, in applying to an am- 
bassador of the Messiah, you " choose a chamois-hunter for 
your guide. Your guide will, indeed, take you the shortest 
way; will save you many a wearisome and perilous wandering, 
and warn you of many a mock-road, that had formerly led 
himself to the brink of chasms and precipices, or, at best, 
in an idle circle to the spot from whence he started. But 
he cannot carry you on his shoulders : you must strain 
your sinews as he has strained his ; and make firm footing 
on the smooth rock for yourselves, by the blood of toil 
from your own feet."* 

My friends^ would you be successful in your Christian 
enterprise, — superior to the trials and adversities of life ? 

• Coleridge's " Friend." 
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Exemplify the vigor and faithfulness of men who are in 
earnest. Be not forgetful hearers, but active performers, 
of duty. If, in this temple of the Most High, you attain to 
views of eternal moment, go to your homes and your pur- 
suits to observe and enjoy them. Every day look into the 
gospel, — that perfect law of liberty, that faithful mirror of 
a true christian} — and whatever features of truth you dis- 
cover there, fail not to be guided by their influence. Thus 
hearing, thus examining, and thus doing, you attain to 
your Maker's blessing ; and what is a consideration of mo- 
mentous import, these are the only medium of promise 
which he has been pleased to reveal. O then, my friends, 
if you would promote the welfare of your noble nature, 
listen to the voice from heaven ; remember its miraculous 
power ; devote yourselves, heart and hand, to all the duties 
of a Christian it enjoins ; and as he who cannot lie is true, 
you shall be blest in their performance. Be watchful and 
given to prayer : then, whatever temptations may assail 
your peace, you will be enabled, through the favour of the 
Almighty, to rise superior to their power. 
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THE SEA. 

Emblem of Everlasting Power I— 'I come 
Into thy presence 1 — as an awe-struck child 
Before its teacher. Spread thy boundless page. 
And I will ponder o'er its characters, 
As erst the glad disciple sought the lore 
Of Socrates or Plato. Yon old rock 
Hath heard thy voice for a^es, and grown grey 
Beneath thy smitings, — and thy wrathful tide 
Even now is thundering 'neath its cavern'd base. 
Methinks it trembleth at thy stern rebuke : — 
Is it not so ?— 

Speak mildly, mighty Sett— 
I would not know the terrors, of thine ire—* 
That vex. the gasping mariner — and bid 
The wrecking argosy to leave no trace, 
Or bubble, where it perished. Man's weak voice. 
Though wildly lifted in its proudest strength, 
With all its compass — all its volumed sound—- 
Is mockery to thee. 

Earth speaks of man,— 
Her level'd mountains, and her cultur'd vales. 
Town, tower, and temple, and triumphal arch. 
All speak of him, and moulder why they speak ! 
— But of whose architecture and design 
Speak thine eternal fountains, when they rise 
To combat with the cloud, and when they fall ? — 
Of whose strong culture tell thy sunless plants. 
And groves and gardens, which no mortal eye 
Hath seen and lived ? 
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What chisel' d skill hath wrought 
Those choral monuments, and tomhs of pearl, 
Where sleeps the sea-boy 'mid a pomp that earth 
Ne'er showed her buried kings ? 

Whose science stretch'd 
The simplest line to curb thy monstrous tide, 
And graving * Hitherto,' upon thy sand, 
Bade thy mad surge respect it ? From whose loom 
Came forth thy drapery, that ne'er waxeth old, 
Nor blancheth, 'neath stern Winter's direst frost? 
Who hath thy keys, thou Deep ? — Who taketh note 
Of all thy wealth? — Who numbereth the host 
That find their rest with thee ? — What eye doth scan 
Thy secret annal, from creation lock'd 
Close in those dark, unfkthomable cells, 
Which he who visitethi hath ne'er returned 
Among the living ? 

Still but one reply ? 
Do all thine echoing depths, and crested waves, 
Make the same answer ? — Of that one dread name, 
Which he who deepest plants within his soul. 
Is wisest, though the world doth call him fool. 
Therefore I come a listener to thy lore, 
And bow me at thy side, and laye my brow 
With thy cool billow, — if perchance, my soul, 
That fleeting wanderer on the shore of Time, 
May, by thy voice instructed, — learn of God ! 
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GOD IS LOVE. 



T cannot always trace the way, 
Where thou, Almighty One ! dost move ; 
But I can always — ever say — 
That God is lore. 

When Fear her chilling mantle flings, 
0*er earth, my soul to heayen above, 
As to her sanctuary springs. 
For God is love. 

When mystery clouds my darkened path, 
ril check my dread, my doubts reprove ; 
In this my soul sweet comfort hath^ 
That God is love. 

The entanglement which restless thought, 
Mistrust, and idle reasonings wove. 
Are thus unravelled and unwrought, 
For God is love. 

Yes, God is love — a thought like this 
Can every gloomier thought remove. 
And turn all tears, all woes to bliss. 
For God is love. 
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SERMON IV. 
On the Bnd of the HarTest* 



Jeremiah, viii, 20. — The harvest is past^ the summer is 

ended, and we are not saved. 

The rebellious wickedness of Judah had now risen to an 
alarming height. Her Almighty Ruler had manifested 
through following ages the same consistent and peculiar 
kindness for her children. Calamities, the natural conse- 
quences of their own impieties, had fallen upon them in 
rapid succession. In proportion to the sins of Judah had 
her confidence in her own strength increased : but God 
ever remembering mercy, even in his wrath, commissions 
his prophet Jeremiah to exhort them to repentance, to un- 
fold the promises of the Oospel to the penitent — ^its fear- 
ful judgments to the obstinately wicfked. 

The preceding chapters of the Prophet, therefore, are 
occupied by his earnest exposti\lations with the Jews for 
their manifold transgressions, his lamentations over the 
just judgment of God, and his earnest and repeated efforts 
to win them to repentance for the past, and obedience for 
the future. The period for the predicted fall of Jerusalem, 
their city, was fast approaching: the Chaldeans, at the 
command of God, were about to bring their hostilities upon 
them: a people whose *' quiver was an open sepulchre,'' 
who were all " mighty men ;" whose arrows would " scat- 
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ter slaughter and carnage all around/^ — a people as ^* in* 
satiable as the grave, and as terrible as death/* 

It was under the anticipated infliction of this dreadful 
desolation from an inrading enemy, which - Jeremiah, for 
the merciful purpose ofpersuadingherto serious reflection, 
supposes Judah to be now sufibring, that she is made to 
utter the exclamation of the text, ''the harvest is passed, 
the summer is ended, and we are not saved/' 

Disobedient as they had been, every rational hope of de- 
liverance forfeited, still had the Jews blindly conflded in 
the intervening aid of Heaven ; but now the warning voice 
of the Propbet brings to their remembrance their multi- 
plied sufibrings unrelieved,-^their interest in Omnipotence 
lost beyond the hope of recovery. The summer and the 
autumn had now glided away, and no arm was outstretch* 
ed to save them. 

Let me endeavour to apply the moral of the text, in its 
spiritual signiflcation. The seasonable meditations to 
which it will give birth must be obvious to all. ''The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved.'' The opportunities we have had of making God 
our friend shall be our first consideration : our unhappy 
condition, under the conviction of disappointment in our 
best hopes, the second : and the necessity of redeeming the 
time we have lost, the last. 

The seasons of the year, as applied to the several 
stages of man's brief and perishable being, have been the 
favorite metaphor of the mondist in every age. Our D]> 
vine Instructor ever delighted to take nature as his model. 
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and taught us to look to the works of nature as silent but 
infallible instructors. The sacred writers, before the 
dawn of revelation, employed this intelligible figure ; and 
the holy apostles, after the promulgation of the Gospel, 
drew from the ai^alogy of vegetable life useful and impres- 
sive lessons of morality. The Christian minister, then, 
will do well to model his instructions, on some occasions, 
by these illustrious examples. There are, in every con- 
gregation, many of those who surround him, the summer 
of whose years is past, — the harvest of whose lives is nearly 
ripe for the Almighty Gatherer s hand,*— and who, in the 
hour of sober reflection on the opportunities they have lost, 
and the very fqw yet remaining to them, may, under a con* 
aciousness of their own unworthiness, raise the awful ex- 
clamation of the text, '< we are not saved." 

From the contemplation of the wonders of Creation, the 
regulur and steady movements of its vast machinery at the 
pleasure of its Almighty Master, you may turn to the in- 
spection of your own hearts, and make the uniform sub- 
mission of these mute agents of his will, the model foF our 
own obedience. This great volume of instruction is acces- 
sible to every condition — it is within the compass of every 
capacity ; the pK^rest, the most illiterate among the chiU 
dren of men may meet examples of submission in e^ery 
path. The finger of God is every where visible : animate 
and inanimate bear alike the impress of Divinity. <* The 
Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
sbeweth his handy work : one day telleth another, and one 

night certifieth another ; there is neither speech nor language 

o 2 
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— ^but their Toices are heard among them/' '' He layeth 
the beams of his chambers in the waters, he maketh the 
clouds his chariot, he walketh upon the wings of his 
wind." 

There will undoubtedly be many who may recall to their 
recollections the spring of their existence, when the moral 
and the natural aspect of life were alike unclouded and 
serene : the features of each lighted up with loveliness and 
gentleness, and breathing hope, and joy, and peace around. 
Then, when all creation seemed cheerfulness, yon could 
not forbear to join in the general satisfsiction. As with* 
out, there was no breeze but what was gentle, so was there 
no ungentle passion within your breast; — ^no angry storms 
then ruffled the fair face of nature : — ^no moral storm then 
disturbed the calmness and contentment of your souls; all 
was peace in the present, and pleasing expectation in the 
future. Health and happiness were your dally food ; for 
then you lived in innocence, with the glad golden pros- 
pect of length of days before you. 

If you have remembered your Creator in these the days 
of your youth, — if you have dedicated to him this the 
spring of your being, — ^if you have offered him this early 
sacrifice of your heart, — ^with such a sacrifice, be assured, 
" God has been well pleased ;" you have laid the foundation 
of happiness for your whole future life ; the seasons have 
changed around you, but your heart has not changed with 
them,—- it has been immoveably fixed Upon its God. Having 
thus rendered up to Heaven the first-fruits of piety, you 
have made your God everlastingly your friend ; you have 
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contracted a love for virtue that the after enmity of the 
world has heen unahte to remove. Unlike the rehelUous 
Israelite! you entertain no distrustful fears that God's as- 
sistance will he withdrawn from you, now that you have 
entered upon the summer of your lives, and are reaping the 
harvest of your early toils of piety. 

1 would here willingly close the comparison of our early 
life with the loveliest season of the year: it is, indeed, a 
pleasing spectacle to hehold the morning of our day thus 
oloudless, — to see the produces of life's spring thus culti- 
vated and cherished, preparing for the coming summer's 
ripening sun, and, with maturing autumn, ready for the 
reaper's hand. But how many are there, witlun the con- 
tracted circle of our own observation, who have not "so 
numbered their days as to have applied their hearts unto 
wisdom.^' Their spring has been at the best uncultured ; 
their summer^s sun has shone on a fruitless soil ; they have 
blindly relied on Almighty deliverance, without having 
made an effort for themselves ; and now that the ** summer 
is ended, and the harvest is past," — ^now that they behold 
distress an4 trouble hovering over them, — they find, to 
their inexpressible anguish, that the God they neglected in 
the spring has deserted them in the autumn of their being ; 
that a few more days will bring with them the stormy win- 
ter of life ; — ^no friend to cheer them through its desola- 
tion ; no fruits of early labor to which they may have re- 
course for support : and, still more miserable reflection, no 
hope of consolation when the dreary winter shall be past. 

For, with that desolate and dreary winter will pass by the 

o 3 
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breath of being ; no second spring will here return upon 
them, wherein to redeem the lost labors of the first ; the 
opportunity will have escaped beyond the possibility of re- 
call. The seasons of life have been permitted to roll over 
them in their gradual succession ; there has been a spring 
wherein the seeds of future hope might have been sown,— 
a snmmer for their toil and culture, — an autumn for the 
gathering of the fruitful produce, — and a winter for its 
consumption. What, on the other hand, has been their 
employment through the changing year? They have 
scattered abroad the seeds of misery instead of hope; they 
have toiled for guilty pleasures instead of peace ; they have 
reaped a harvest of iniquity instead of virtue ; and they 
have the last season of life before them, wherein to feed on 
the bitter fruits of sin, and sorrow, and remorse, instead 
of bringing their gray hairs with hope and calmness to the 
grave. The retrospect of the past wears nothing but dis- 
may for them ; still less cheering is the prospect of the 
future. They feel an inward conviction that they have 
not fulfilled the conditions whereon a happy eternity is sus- 
pended ; and under the influence of this dreadful misgiving 
of the heart, exclaim, with the sufferers in the text, "we 
are not saved." 

Having considered the opportunities afforded to us all, 
in the spring of life, for laying the foundation of our 
future hopes of being saved by the mercy of God, and the 
similitude borne by the children of iniquity to the rebelli- 
ous sons of Judah in the text, — ^let us now consider their 
consequent unhappy condition, and the necessity of having 
immediate recourse to the only hope of deliverance. 
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I would here mnke my especial appeal to you whose 
*' summer is ended/* and whose "harvest is past/' If 
there be any among you, to whom the remembrance of the 
days that are gone brings bitterness and grief, — who have 
misused your talents, and misapplied your powers, — who 
have, without hesitation, bowed before the idols of the 
world, whenever they have come into competition with the 
worship due to one only Omnipotent Being ; — if there be 
- any on whom tribulation and anguish, the consequences of 
your own transgressions, have fallen with the whirlwind's 
suddenness, — if there be any such around me, to them let 
me address the question. Have you not a fearful foreboding 
in your minds that your sins have withdrawn from you the 
loving-kindness of your God ? Were the summons now to 
descend from Heaven upon you, — were your souls this 
night to be required of you, — ^were you forthwith to 
be arraigned before the judgment-seat of Christ,*— have you 
not that within you which pronounces you unfit to die, 
and, consequently, unprepared for judgment? Have you 
not such an abiding conviction upon you, not only of your 
unprofitable but of your rebellious life, that you would not 
dare to hope you should be among the saved ? Perhaps, 
under the influence of that spirit of confidence which misled 
the peculiar people, you have, though avowedly dis- 
obedient in the spring of life, so far presumed upon the 
mercy and long-suffering of God as to imagine that he 
would be still your refuge and defence, when the storms 
of life should beat around you ; that no provocation on 
your part could alienate him from you ; that he would 
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never punish you for indulging your passions, when passion 
was most imperious ; for draining the cup of pleasure, when 
pleasure was most inviting. But now that the ^* summer*^ 
of your lives is past, — now that the storms of life do beat 
around you, — now that conscience bitterly upbraids you, — 
contrasting the obedience required with the obedience 
paid, — ^have you, in this your declining day, the confidence 
that arose with its morning ? Do you not rather, with 
the self-convicted Felix, tremble as we reason with you 
" on righteousness, and temperance, and judgment to 
come ?" 

'< Is then our situation hopeless?'*' you will exclaim. 
" Because we have a misgiving at the heart that we are not 
now in a condition to be saved, may we not so employ the 
remainder of our days, how brief soever they be, as to re- 
cover the lost friendship of God — as reasonably to enter- 
tain a hope of ultimate acceptance with him ?*' Yes ! my 
brethren ; there is sprung up a light in the wilderness ; 
follow it stedfastly, and you may yet escape the perils that 
surround you. To win the wandering Israelite into the 
path whence he had strayed was the hope and object of the 
text. To lead the erring Christian into the narrow path 
that terminates in Heaven is the hope and object of the 
Christian minister. 

With the Gospel, the revealed will of God, in your 
hands, you cannot for a moment be in doubt as to the 
right or wrong of your ordinary conduct. You cannot 
but know and feel when the awakening moral strikes home. 
Your conscience will whisper to you — *^ This applies to 



ON THB END OF THE HARVEST. 153 

me ;— 1 am the man ; — I see the danger ; — this day my 
soul may be required of me ; — this day I will reform." If, 
in such fortunate moment of instruction, the warning 
voice reach your heart ; if an unusual impression be made 
upon you ; if your besetting sin be pour tray ed with more 
than ordinary effect,-^o justice to your monitor, by in- 
stantly correcting the conduct you admit to be sinful ; do 
not betray the weakness of acknowledging the application 
of the argument, and at the same time of refusing to pro- 
fit by it. That impression is most deep, and will be the 
most permanent, which renders you victorious over a 
wonted temptation, — which enables you to see danger 
where you never before have seen it, — which unveils to you 
the hitherto acknowledged loveliness of virtue, and dis- 
robes of its borrowed fascination the natural deformity of 

vice. 

Thus, though the summer and the autumn of your pro<- 

bationary life be past, you may yet hope for salvation. 
But for the indulgence of this high hope, you must lean on 
One that is mighty to save : you must renounce all ex- , 
p.ectation of forgiveness, but through the worthiness of 
Him who died for you ; you must make his merits your plea 
for mercy : and trusting to his assurance, that he *' came 
to save that which was lost'" — to '< call sinners to repent* 
ance" — to " give rest to those that labor, and are heavy 
laden" — to " recover the lost sheep" — to " welcome home 
the prodigal;" — encouraged by these consolatory as- 
surances, you must exert all your remaining strength to 
atone for the time you have lost, and exercise those duties 
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in which you have been most notoriously deficient. In 
prayer, preceding and following every day's exertion, 
implore that mercy to which you can prefer no claim : 
thus coming to Christ in avowed unworthiness, in sincere 
repentance, and in faithful and humble reliance on his 
atoning sacrifice, he will in no wise <* cast you out/' 

If the language of jour conviction be, after calm delibe- 
ration — " I am not saved 1" reflect for one moment — 
what your condition is.— ^If you are not ^atfed^what is the 
alternative? What then will be your destiny ? — There is 
no medium — Death is not an everlasting sleep*— your 
works will follow you to the grave, and rise with you to 
judgment. If Christ absolve you— you are saved and you 
are happy, everlastingly, indescribably happy ; if Christ 
condemn you — I dare not follow up that dreadful supposi** 
tion. Remember — ^< both good and bad are to grow to- 
gether until the harvest ; xand in the ' time of hartfest, 
Christ will say to the reapers-father together first ^e 
tares and bind them in bundles to bum them— ^ut gather 
the wheat into my bam. The harvest is the end of the 
world — the reapers are the angels. — As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the 
end of the world P' Here, then, I pause to ask yon — ^if 
this night your soul should be required of you--4ire you pre- 
pared to die? 

Be persuaded, then, all of every age and degree, — to 
make these serious reflections the companions alike of your 
business and your pleasure, and the essential duty of your 
hours of retirement. To some it is not given to enjoy 
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that summer which has shone on^others. On so very few 
is length of days bestowed, that it is a fatal error to trust 
to the winter, or even the autumn of life, for the oppor- 
tunity of making your peace with God. But if happily 
you shall be permitted to accompany the march of time 
through its varying seasons, may it please the Almighty to 
bless you with virtuous happiness in all ; that when the 
latest change it knows, the winter of your little life l)e 
past, your sleep of death may be with Christ— -with Christ 
to wake again to that second spring which shall bloom 
through all eternity. 



■^^■Vh-^-W B * M * M *M* M *^ ^ I ^ M ll%* * * l *<*rf*Vh i -Wn j-L 



TRUE HAPPINESS NOT FOUND ON EARTH. 



True happiness is not the growth of earth ; 

The search is useless, if you seek it there : 
'Tis an exotic of celestial birth, 

And onljr blossoms in celestial air. 

Sweet plant of paradise ! its seed is sown 
In here and there a plant of heavenly mould! 

It rises slow and buds, but ne'er was meant 
To blossom here— 'the climate is too cold. 
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ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 



She was even yet in childhood, but she seemed 
Wasting in strength like a half opened bud 
Bowing upon its stem. She lay at rest, 
Her young heart leaning with a perfect faith 
Upon the word of God ; and thus her eye 
Shone with such inward light, and her pale lips 
Moved with such smiles, that even those who wept 
Felt in their inmost hearts a thrill of joy. 

With what a marvellous vigor can the soul 
Put forth its hidden strength, looking at Death 
As at an angel from the courts of God ! 
And with what beauty, at the closing hour, 
Will childhood's sweet affections blossom out ! 

There she lay ;— -peaceful as if in slumber. 
A thoughtful calmness resting on her brow, 
And the long silken lashes of her eyes 
Pressed meekly to each other ; while her heart 
Seemed musing upon things that were to come, 
Or raised in silent worship. All was still ; 
There came no sound upon the summer air 
Except the bird's faint warble, or the voice 
Of the low murmuring stream. Her pulse had stopped, 
And those who gathered round, leaned slowly o'er 
To see if yet she breathed ; — ^when suddenly 
She started in her bed, upright ; spread out her arms, 
And fixing upon space her kindling eyes. 
As if she saw her glorious home in heaven ; 
' How beautiful ! how beautiful !' she cried. 
And sinking on her pillow— passed away. 
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SERMON V. 
On the Power of Oonuiolonoo. 



GBNBBiSy XLii, 21. 22.— ^mi? they said one to another , 
we are verily guilty concerning our brother ^ in that we 
saw the anguish of his sotily when he besought uSf and we 
would not hear : therefore is this distress come upon us» 
And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto 
you, saying, Do not sin against the child ; and ye would 
not hear f Therefore behold also his blood is required. 

This book of Genesis displays a more singular and in- 
teresting scene, than was ever presented to the world by 
any other historical record. It carries ub back to the be- 
ginning of time, and exhibits mankind in their infant and 
rising state. It shews us human manners in their primi- 
tive simplicity, before the arts of refinement had polished 
the behaviour, or disguised the characters of men ; when 
they gave vent to their passions without dissimulation, and 
spoke their sentiments without reserve. Few great so- 
cieties were, as. yet, formed on the earth. Men lived in 
scattered tribes. The transactions of families made the 
chief materials of history ; and they are related in this book, 
with' that beautiful simplicity, which, in the highest degree, 
both delights the imagination, and affects the heart. 

Of all the patriarchal histories, that of Joseph and his 
brethren is the most remarkable, for. the characters of the 



J 



158 OS TUB FOW^ft or C0K8CIBNCE. 

actors, the instructive nature of the jevents, and the sur- 
prising revolutions of worldly fortune. As far as relates 
to the text, and is necessary for explaining it, the story 
is to the followiBg purpose : — Joseph, the youngest, ex- 
cept one, of the sons of Jacoh, was distinguished by his 
father with such marks of peculiar affection, as excited the 
envy of his brethren. Having related to them, in the^ 
openness of his heart, certain dreams which portended hia 
future advancement above them, their jealousy rose to. 
such a height, that they unnaturally conspired his des* 
truction. Seizing the opportunity of hb being at a dig* 
tance from home, they first threw him into, a pit, and 
afterwards sold him for a slave ; imposing on their father 
by a fiilse relation of his death. When they had thus gra- 
tified their resentment, they lost all remembrance of theit 
crime. The family of Jacob was rich and powerful ; and 
several years passed away, during wMch they lived in 
prosperity ; without being touched, as far as appears, with 
the least remorse for the cruel deed which- they hsid com* 
mitted. 

Meanwhile, Joseph was safely conducted by the hand of 
Providence, through a variety of dangers, until, from the 
lowest condition, he rose at last to be chief fovorite of the 
King of Egypt, the most powerful monarch at that time in 
the world. While he possessed this high dignity, a gene- 
ral famine distressed all the neighbouring countries. In 
Egypt alone, by means of his foresight and prudent admi- 
nistration, plenty still reigned. Compelled to hare recourse 
to that kingdom for supply of food, the brethren of 
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Joseph, upon this occasion, appeared in his presence, and 
made their humble application to him, for liberty to pur- 
chase corn ; little suspecting the governor of the land, be* 
fore whom they bowed down their faces to the earthy to be 
him, whom long ago they had sold as a sUve to the 
Ishmaelites. Bitt Josef^ no sooner saw, than he knew his 
brethren ; and^ at this unexpected meeting, his heart 
melted within him. Fraternal tenderness arose iii all its 
warmth, and totally effaced from his generous breast the 
impression of their ancient cruelty. Though, from that 
moment, he began to prepare for them a surprise of joy ; 
yet he so far constrained himself as to assume an appear* 
ance of great severity. By this he intended, both to oblige 
them to bring into Egypt his youngest and most beloved 
brother, whose presence he instantly required ; and also 
to awaken within them a due sense of the crime which they 
had formerly perpetrated. Accordingly his behaviour pro- 
duced the designed effect. For while they were in this 
situation, strangers in a foreign land, where they had 
Allien, as they conceived, into extreme distress; where 
they were thrown into prison by the Governor, and 
treated with rigour, for which they could assign no cause ; 
the reflection mentioned in the text arose in their minds. 
Conscience brought to their remembrance their former 
sins. It recalled, in particular, their long-forgotten cruelty 
to Joseph ; and, without hesita^on, they interpreted their 
present distress to be a judgment, for this crime, inflicted 
by Heaven. They said one to another^ We are verily 

guilty concerning our brothet^, in that we saw the anguish 
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i>fhis sovly when he besought u$ ; and toe woutd not' hear i 
Therefore is this distress come upon us.'^^Behold also his 
blood is required. 

From this instructive passage of history, the following 
observations naturally arise. 1 . That a sense of right and 
wrong in conduct, or of moral good and evil, belongs to 
human nature. 2. That it produces an apprehension of 
merited punishment, when we have committed evil. 
3. That although this inward sentiment be stifled during 
the season of prosperity, yet in adversity it will revive. 
And, 4. That, when it revives, it determines us to consi4- 
der every distress which we suffer, from what cause soever 
it has arisen, as an actual inflietion of punishment by 
Heaven. The consideration of these particulars will lead 
us to a very serious view of the nature of man, and of the 
government of God. 

I. There belongs to human nature a sense of moral 
good and evil, or a faculty which distinguishes right from 
wrong, in action and conduct. They said one to another^ 
We are verily guilty, — ^In an age, when the law was not 
jret given, when no external revelation of the Divine will 
subsisted, Except what had been handed down among the 
patriarchs, from one generalion to another ; the brethren 
of Joseph reasoned concerning their conduct, upon the 
same moral principles, and were affected by the same feel- 
ings, of which we are conscious at this day. Such senti- 
ments are coeval with human nature ; for they are the re- 
mains of a Uw which was originally written in our heart. 
In the darkest regions of the earth, and among the rudest 
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tribes of men, a distinction has ever been made between 
just and nnjast, between a duty and a crime. Through- 
out all the intercourse of human beings these distinctions 
are supposed. They are the foundation of the mutual 
trust which the transactions of life require ; nay, the very 
entertainments of society constantly appeal to them. The 
Historian, who studies to magnify his hero, by represent* 
ing him as just and generous : the Poet, who seeks to in- 
terest the world in his fictions, by engaging the heart in 
behalf of distressed virtue ; are sufficient to confute the 
Sceptic, who denies any natural perception of a distinction 
in actions. 

But though a sense of moral good and evil be deeply 
impressed on the heart of man, yet it is not of sufficient 
power to regulate bis life. In his present corrupted state, 
it is both too general to afford him full direction in con- 
duct, and too feeble to withstand the opposition of contrary 
principles in his nature. It is often perverted by igno- 
rance and superstition ; it is too easily overcome by passion 
and desire. Hence, the importance of that divine revelation, 
which communicates both light and strength; which, by 
the instructive discoveries it makes, and by the powerful 
assistance it supplies, raises man to a station infinitely 
superior to that which he possesses under the mere light of 
Nature. 

It is of consequence, however, to remark, that this 

revelation necessarily supposes an antecedent sense of right 

and wrong to take place in the human mind. It addresses 

itself to men, as possessed of such a faculty ; and, when it 
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commands them, in general teems, to pursiie whatsoever 
thif^s are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things arejustt pure, lovefy^ or of good report, if there be 
any virtue, and if there he any praise, it plainly appeals to 
the native dictates of their heart. Nay, unless men were 
endowed by nature with some sense of duty or of moral 
obligation, they could reap no benefit from revelation; 
they would remain incapable of all religion whatever. 
For, in viun were a system of duty prescribed to them by 
the word of God *, allegiance were in vain required towards 
their Creator, or love and gratitude enjoined towards 
their Redeemer ; if, previously, there was no principle in 
their nature, which made them feel the obligations of 
duty, of allegiance, and of gratitude. They could have no 
ideas corresponding to such terms ; nor any conviction, 
that, independently of fear or interest, they were bound 
to regard, either him who made, or him who redeemed 
them. — ^This, therefore, is to be held as a principle funda- 
mental to all religion. That there is in human nature, an 
approving, or condemning sense of conduct ; by means of 
which, they who have not the law, are a law unto them- 
selves* They, who, from a mistaken zeal for the honor 
of Divine revelation, either deny the existence, or vilify 
the authority of natural religion, are not aware, that by 
disallowing the sense of obligation, they undermine the 
foundation on which revelation builds its power of com- 
manding the heart. 

The text leads us to observe, that one of the cases in 
wluch the natural sense of good and evil operates most 
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forcibly, is when men have been guilty of injuitice or in* 
tamanity. We taw ike anguish of our broiker*» souly when 
he besmtght us: and we wotM not hear. An inward 
principle prompts us to do good to others ; but with much 
greater authority, it checks and condemns us, when we 
have done them injuries. This part of the human const!* 
tution deserves to be remarked as a signal proof of the 
wisdom of its Author, and of the gracious provision which 
he has made for the welfare of mankind. We are all com* 
mitted, in some measure, to the care and assistance of one 
anot^r. But our mutual influence reaches much farther 
with respect to the evils, than with respect to the enjoy* 
ments of those around us. To advance their prosperity, 
is often beyond our ability : but to inflict injuries, is almost 
always within our power: and, at the same time, self- 
interest very frequently tempts us to commit them. With 
the utmost propriety, therefore, we are so framed, that 
the influence of the moral principle should be most autho- 
ritative, in oases where its aid is most needed ; that to pro* 
mote the happiness of others, should appear to us as 
praiseworthy, indeed, and generous ; but that, to abstain 
from injuring them, should be felt as a matter of the 
strictest duty. — Amidst the distress which the Patriarchs 
suffered in Egypt, had only this suggestion occurred, 
** We saw our brother beginning to prosper, and we con* 
tributed not to his advancement,'' their minds would have 
been more easily quieted. But, when their reflection was, 
HFe saw his anguish when he besought us and we would not 
heart then compunction turned upon them its sharpest 
edge. I proceed to observe,— 
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11. That our nataral sense of right and wrongs producer 
an apprehension of merited punishment when. we hare, 
committed a crime. When it is employed in surveying, 
the behaviour of others, it distinguishes B(Mne actioilB, .asr 
laudable and excellent; and disapproves of others, as evil 
and base. But when it is directed upon our own conduct, 
it assumes a higher office, and exercises the authority of a 
judge. It is then properly termed Conscience ; and the 
sentiments which it awakens, upon the perpetration of a 
crime, are styled. Remorse. Therefore^ said the brethren 
of Joseph, u this distress come upon tts ; behold also his 
blood is required. They acknowledged, not only that Ihey 
had committed a wrong, but a wrong for which they were 
justly doomed to suffer. 

Did not conscience suggest this natural relation between 
guilt and punishment, the mere principle of approbation, 
or disapprobation, with respect to moral conduct, would 
prove of small efficacy. For disapprobation attends, in 
some degree, every conviction of impropriety, or folly. 
When one has acted unsuitably to Ms interest, or has tres- 
passed against the rules of prudence or decorum,' he reflects 
upon his conduct with pain, and acknowledges that he de- 
serves blame. But the difference between the sense of mis- 
conduct and the sense^^of guilt, consists in this, that the 
latter penetrates much deeper into the heart. It makes the 
criminal feel, that he is not only blameable, but justly 
punishable, for the part which he has acted. With re- 
ference to this office of conscience, the inspired writers 
frequently speak of it, in terms borrowed from the awful 
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gdlemnities of judicial procedure ; as, bearing witness for 
or against us ; accusing or etccueingy Judging and condemnr 
ing. It 'will be found, that, in the language of most na* 
tions, terms of the same import are applied to the opera* 
tions of conscience ; expressing the sense which all man- 
kind have, of its passing sentence upon them, and pro* 
nouncing rewards or punishments to be due to their 
actions. 

The sense of punishment merited, you are further to ob* 
serve, can never be separated from the dread, that, at 
some time or other, punishment shall be actually inflicted. 
This dread is not confined to the vengeance of man. For 
let the sinner's evil deeds be ever so thoroughly concealed 
from the knowledge of the world, his inward alarms are 
not quieted by that consideration. Now, punishment is 
the sanction of a law. Every law supposes a rightful 
superior; and, therefore, when conscience threatens 
punishment to secret crimes, it manifestly recognises a 
supreme Governor, from whom nothing is hidden. The 
belief of our being accountable to him, is what the mos€ 
hardened wickedness has never been able to eradicate. It 
is a belief which arises, not merely from reasoning, but 
from internal sentiment. Conscience is felt to act as the 
delegate of an invisible ruler ; bothapiticipating his sentence, 
and foreboding its execution. 

Hence arise the terrors, which so often haunt guilt, and 
rise in proportion to its atrocity. In the history of all 
nations, the tyrant and oppressor, the bloody and the 
flagitious, have been ever pointed out as fearful, unqiftet, 
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and festliess; subject to alarms and apprehensions of aaun* 
accountable kind. And surely, to live under soeh dis^ 
quietude, from the dread of merited punishment, is already 
to undergo one of the most scTere punishments vhieh 
human nature can suffer. When the world threatens us 
with any of its evils, we know the extent, and discern -tiie 
limits of the danger. We see the quarter on wluch we are 
exposed to its attack. We measure our own strength with 
that of our adversary; and can take precautions, either for 
making resistance or for contriving escape. But when an 
awakened conscience places before the sinner the just ven*^ 
geance of the Almighty, the prospect is confounding, be- 
cause the danger is boundless. It is a dark unknown which 
threatens him. The arm that is stretched over him, he 
can neither see nor resist. On every side he dreads it ; and 
on every object which surrounds him, he looks with terror, 
because he is conscious that every object can be employed 
against him as an instrument of wrath. No wonder that 
the lonesome solitude, or the midnight hour, should strike 
him with horror. His troubled mind bdiolds forms, which 
other men see not; and hears voices, which sound only in 
the ear of guilt A hand appears to come forth and to 
write upon the wall over against him^ as it did of old, in 
the sight of an impious monarch. He shaU find no ease 
nor rest For the Lord shall give him a trembling hearty 
and failing of ejfeSf and sorrow of mind: and his life shaU 
hang in doubt before him; and heshaUfear day and nighty 
and have none assurance of his life. In the morning he 
shdU sap, Would to GodU were even ; and at even he skaU 
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MO^y fTould to God it were mornings for the fear of his 
heart wherewith he shall fear^ and for the sight which his 
eyes shall see. His life shaU be grievous unto Aim«^— Ad- 
Tersity ! how bluBt are all the arrows of thy quiver, in 
comparison with those of guilt ! — But if such be the power 
of conscience, whence, it may be asked, comes it to pass, 
that its influence is not more general, either in restraining 
men from the commission of sin, or in leading them to a 
timely repentance ? . This brings me to observe, 

HI. That, during a course of prosperity, the operations 
of conscience are often suspended : and that adversity is 
the season which restores them to their proper force. At 
the time when crimes are committed, the mind is too much 
heated by passion, and engrossed by the object of its pur- 
suit, to be capable of proper reflection. After this tumult 
of spirits has subsided, if a train of new passions be at 
hand to employ its activity, or a succession of pleasurable 
objects occur to engage its attention^ it may for a while 
remun, though not entirely free from inward misgivings, 
yet unconscious of the degree of its guilt. Dissipated 
among the amusements of life, the sinner escapes, in some 
measure, from his own view. If he reflects upon himself at 
all, the continuance of prosperity seems to him a strong 
justification of his conduct. For it will be found that, in 
the hearts of all men, there is a natural propensity to judge 
of the favor of the Supreme Being, from the course of ex- 
ternal events. When they are borne with a smooth gale 
along the stream of life, and behold every thing proceeding 
according tat their wish, hardly can they be brought to 
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believe^ thai ProTidence is tfadr enemy. Bssking in the 
sunshine of prosperity, they suppose themselTes to enjoy 
the smile of indulgent Heaven ; and ibndly concliidey that 
tiiey are on terms of friendship with all abote, and with all 
Mow. Easy they find it, then, to spriead over the 
grossest crimes a coyering, thin, indeed, and sli^t, yet 
sufficient to conceal them from a superfidal Tiew. '. 

Of this we have a rery remarkable instance, in those 
brethren of Joseph whose history we now consider. Ndt 
only from the silence of the inspired writer, we have 
ground to believe that their remorse was stifled, while 
their prosperity remained : but we are able to trace some Of 
their pretences, by which, during that period, they quieted 
their minds. For when they were contriving the destrue- 
tion of Joseph, we find Judah saying to his brethren, fPlhat 

m 

profit iff tY, if we tlay our brother^ and conceal his blood ? 
Let u$ seU him to the hhmaeUtes ; and let not oiu/r hand be 
upon him ; for he is our brother, and our flesh : and his 
brethren were content Here you behold them justifying 
their crime, by a sort of pretended humanity : and making 
alight of selling their brother for a slave, because they did 
not take away his life. How strangely are the opinions of 
men altered, by a change in their condition ! How 
difibrent is this sentiment of the patriarchs, from that 
which they afterwards entertained of the same action, 
when, as you see in the text, the remembrance of it wrongs 
their hearts with anguish. 

But men, in truth, dififer as much from themselves, in 
prosperity and in adversity, as if they were different 
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creatures. In prosperity every thing tends to flatter and 
deceive. In adversity, the illusions of life vanish. Its 
avocations, and its pleasures, no longer afford the sinner 
that shelter he was wont to find from conscience. For- 
merly he made a part of the crowd. He now feels himself 
a solitary individual, left alone with Ood, and with his 
own mind. His spirits are not supported, as before^ by 
fiiUacious views of the favor of Heaven. The candle of 
the Lord shines not on his head ; his pride is humbled ; and 
his affections are softened for receiving every serious im- 
pression. In this situation, a man^s iniquity is sure to find 
him out. Whatever has been notoriously criminal in his for- 
mer conduct, rises as a spectre, and places itself before 
him. The increased sensibility of his mind renders him 
alive to feelings which lately were faint: and wounds 
which had been ill healed bleed afresh. When men take 
the timbrel and the harp, and rejoice at the sound of the 
organ, they say, What is the Almighty that we should serve 
him f But when they are holden in the cords of affliction, 
then he sheweth them their work, and their transgression, 
that they' have exceeded. He openeth also their ears to dis- 
cipline ; and commandeth that they return from iniquity. 

Hence, we may perceive the great usefulness and pro- 
priety of that interchange of conditions, which takes place 
in human life. By prosperity, God gives scope to our 
passions, and makes trial of our dispositions. By adver- 
sity, he revives the serious principle within. Neither the 
one, nor the other, could be borne entire and ihimixed. 
Man, always prosperous, would be giddy and insolent; 
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always RiBicted, would be suUeB and deipondent Htpes 
and fears, joy and sorrow, are, therefore, so blended in h» 
life, as both to give room £sr worldly pnrsuitB, and to re- 
call, from time to time, the Admonitions of conscience. 
Of the proportion in whkh they should be mixed for this 
purpose, we are very incompetent judges. From onr 
ignorance of the degree of discipline which the spiritual 
state of others requires, we often censure Providence un« 
justly, for its aeverity towards them: and, from the 
vanity and rashness of our wishes, we complain^ without 
reason, of ita rigour to ourselves. While w« consnll no- 
thing but onr ease^ God attends to our spiritual improve- 
ment. When we seek what is pleasing, he sends what is 
useful. When, by drSnlnng too deep of worldly pros- 
perity, we draw in a secret poison, he merctfuUy infuses a 
medicine, at the time that he troabies and emb&tters the 
waters. It remains now to observe, 

IV. That when conscience is <tioronghly awakened, it 
determines the sinner to consider every calamity whifeh he 
suffers, as a positive infliction of punishment by Hea¥en. 
As it had before alarmed him with threatenings of Divine 
displeasure, it tells him when he ialls under distress, tihat 
the threatened day of account is come. Afflictions, on 
some occasions, rise directly out of our sins. Thus dis- 
eases are brought on by intemperance; poverty springs 
from idleness ; and disgrace from preamnption* In snch 
cases, ikt punishment is so closely connected wiiih the 
crime, that it is impossible to avoid discerning the relatmi 
which the one bears to the other. But the appointment ^f 
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ProrideBfle, wldeh we now cunsidery reaches farther, tfaaii 
this* God has framed us so, that distresses, which have 
iio> pereeivahle eoiuiexioB with our former crimes, are never- 
theless interpreted hy conacienee, to be inflicted on their 
account They force themselves upon our apprehension 
under this view. They ara made to carry, not only that 
degree of pain which properly belongs . to themselves, but 
that additional torment also, which arises from the belief 
of their being the vengeance of the Almighty. 

Letamanfidl unexpectedly into some deep calamity. 
Let that calamity he brought ui>on him, either by means 
which, the world call fortuitous ; or by a train of incidents, 
in which his own misconduct or guilt has apparently had 
no part ; yet one of the first questions, which, in such a 
situation, he pute to himself, it. What have I done to de« 
serve this? His reflection is, almost inatinctirely^ drawn 
back upon his former life ; and if, in the course of that rer 
troipeot, any flagrant guilty deed occur to smite his con- 
seience, on this. he cannot avmd resting with anxiety and 
terror, and connecting it in his imagination with what he 
nonr SttffBrs. Ht sees, or thinks that he sees, a Divine arm 
lifted up ; and what, in other circumstances, he would have 
called a reverse of fortune, he now viewi%;as a judgment of 
Heaveou 

When the brethren of Jos^, confined in th6 Egyptian 
pdsMi, wcte iMwaiiing the distresa into which they had 
&l)en, there was no eircumstaaee which pointed out any 
relation between their present misfortune, and their for- 
mer cruelty to their brother. A long counle of years had 
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interTened, during which they flourished in wealth and 
^ease. They were now far from the scene of their crime ; 
in a foreign land where they believed themselves utterly un- 
known, and where they had done nothing to offend. But 
conscience formed a connection between events, which, ac- 
cording to the ordinary apprehension of men, were entirely 
independent of each other. It made them recollect, that 
they, who once had been deaf to the supplications of a bro- 
ther, were now left friendless and forlorn, imploring pity 
in vain from an unrelenting governor ; and that they who 
had first conspired to kill their brother, and afterwards sold 
him for a slave, were themselves deprived of liberty, and 
threatened with an ignominious death. 

How undeservedly soever these evils befel them on the part 
of men, they confessed them to be just on the part of Pro- 
vidence. They concluded the hour of retribution to be 
arrived ; and in the person of the Governor of Egypt, they 
beheld the Ruler of the world calling them to account for 
guilt. Therefore is tkis distress come upon us, Behotd 
also his blood is required. 

Similar sentiments, on like occasions, will be found not 
uncommon among mankind. Pious men, there is no doubt, 
are at all times (isposed to look up to God, and to acknow- 
ledge his hand in every event of life. But what I now ob- 
serve is, that where no habitual acknowledgment of God 
takes place ; nay, where a daring contempt of his authority 
has prevailed, conscience, nevertheless, constrains men, in 
the day of their distress, to recognise God, under the most 
awful of all characters, the avenger of past guilt. 
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H^rem the wisdom of God appears In tuch a ligkt^ as 
justly to claim our highest admiration. The ordinary 
course of his Providence is earried on by human means. 
Hf has settled a train of events^ which proceed In a regular 
succession of causes and effects^ without his appearing to 
interpose, or to act. But these, on proper occasions^ are 
made to affect the hJl^ma^ mind ia the same manner as if he 
were behield descending from his throne, to punish the sin- 
ner with his own hand. Were God to suspend the laws of 
Nature, on occasion of every great crime that was commit- 
ted on earth, and to govern the world by frequent inter- 
positions of a miraculous kind, the whole order of human 
affairs would be unhinged ; no plans of action could be 
formed ; and no scope would be given for the probation 
and trial of men. On the other hand, were the operation 
of second causes allowed to conceal a Divine hand totally 
from view, all sense of superior government would be lost ; 
the world would seem to be void of God ; the sinner would 
perceive nothing but chance and fortune in the distresses 
which he suffered. Whereas, by its being so ordered, that 
several incidents of life shall carry the same force and 
strike the mind with the same impression, as if they were . 
supernatural interpositions, the fear of God is kept alive 
among men, and the order of human affairs is, at the same 
time, preserved unbroken. The sinner sees his distress to 
be the immediate effect of human violence or oppression ; 
and is obliged, at the same moment, to consider it as a 
divine judgment. His conscience gives to an ordinary 
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misfortune all the edge aad the sting of a visitation from 
Heaven. 

From the train of thought which the text has suggested, 
several inferences naturally follow. But I shall confine 
myself to two, which claim your particular attention. 

The first is, the clear evidence which the preceding ob- 
servations afford, of a Divine government now exercised 
over mankind. This most important and awful of all 
truths, cannot be too often presented to our view, or too 
strongly impressed on our mind. To the imperfect con- 
viction of it, which ohtains in the world, must be ascribed, 
in a great measure, the prevalence of sin. Did men firmly 
believe that the Almighty Being who formed them, is car- 
rying on a system of administration which will not leave 
guilt unpunished, it is impossible that they could remain 
so inattentive, aV we often behold them, to their moral 
conduct. But thebulk of mankind are giddy and thought- 
less. Struck by the superficial appearances of pleasure, 
which accompany licentiousness, they inquire no farther, 
and deliver themselves up to their senses and their passions. 
Whereas, were they to reflect, but for a moment, upon that 
view which has now been given of human nature, they 
might soon be satisfied that the moral government of God 
is no matter of doubtful discussion. It is a ^t, no less 
obvious and incontestible, than the government exercised 
by those earthly rulers whom we behold with the ensigns of 
their office before our eyes. To .govern, is to require a 
certain course of action, or to prescribe a law, and to en- 
force that law by a suitable distribution of rewards and 
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punishments. Now, God has not only invested conscience, 
as we have seen, with authority to promulgate, but en- 
dowed it also with power to enforce, his law. By placing 
inward approbation and peace on the side of virtue, he gave 
it the sanction of reward. But this was not enough. 
Pain is a more powerful principle than pleasure. To es- 
cape misery is a stronger motive for action than to obtain 
good. God, therefore, so framed human nature, that the 
painful sense of ill-desert should attend the commission of 
etimes ; that this sense of ill-desert should necessarily produce 
the dread of punishment ; and that this dread should so ope- 
rate on the mind in the time of distress, as to make the sinner 
conceive Providence to be engaged against him, and to be 
concerned in inflicting the punishment which he suffers. 

All these impressions he hath stamped upon the heart with 
his own hand. He hath made them constituent parts of 
our frame ; on purpose that, by the union of so many strong 
and pungent sentiments, he might enforce repentance and 
reformation, and publish to the human race his detestation 
of sin. Were he to speak to us from the clouds, his voice 
could not be more decisive. What we discern to be inter- 
woven with the contexture of human nature, and to per- 
vade the whole course of human affairs, carries an evidence 
not to be resisted. We might, with as much reason, doubt 
whether the sun was intended to enlighten the earth, or the 
rain to fertilize it; as whether he who has framed the 
human mind, intended to announce righteousness to man- 
kind, as his law. 

The second inference which I -make from the foregoing 
discourse, respects the intimate connexion which those 
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operations of conacience have with the peculiar aad dis- 
tinguithiag doctrines of the Gospel of Christ. They will 
be found to accord vith them so remarkabl/, as to foroiah 
an answer to some of those objections, which superficial 
reasoners are apt to raise against the Christian revelalaon. 
In particular, they coincide with that awful view which th^ 
Gospel gives us of the future consequences of giult If 
the sinner is now constrained by conscience to view the 
Almighty as pursuing him with evil for long-forgotten 
crimes, how naturally must he conclude, that, in a suhae- 
quent period of existence, the Divine admiiustration wjU 
proceed upon tbe same plan, and complete what has been 
left imperfect here ? If, during this life, which is only the 
time of trial, the displeasure of Providence at sin is dis- 
played by tokens so manifest, what may be apprehended to 
follow, when juatice, which, at present, only begins to be 
executed, shall be carried to its consummation ? What 
conscience forebodes, revelation verifies ; assuring us that 
a day is appointed when God will render to every man <iC' 
cording to hi* works ; to them, who by patient c4mtintMnce 
in well-doing p seek for glory ^ honor ^ and imfnortaUty, eter- 
nal life : But unto them thai are contentious^ and obey not 
the truths but obey unrighteousness ; indignation andwrath^ 
tribulation and anguish^ upon every soul of man that doth 
evil; of the Jew firsts and also of the Gentile, For there is 
no respect of persons with God, For as many as hagfe sinned 
without the laWy shall also perish withotU the law ; and at 
many as have sinned in the law, shaU be judged by the lau>^ 
WhUe the threatenings of conscience thus strengtken 



ON THB POWBR OF CON80IBNGB. 177. 

the evidence of the Scripture doctrine concerning future 
punishments, they likewise pave the waj for the belief of 
what is revealed concerning the method of our deliverance 
by Christ. They suggest to the sinner, some deep and 
dark malignity contidned in guilt, which has drawn upon 
his head such high displeasure from Heaven. They call 
forth his most anxious efiforts, to avert the effects of that 
displeasure ; and to propitiate his offended Judge. Some 
atonement, he is conscious, must be made ; and the voice 
of nature has, in every age, loudly demanded suffering, as 
the proper atonement for guilt. Hence, mankind have 
constantly fled for refuge to such substitutions as they could 
devise, to place in the room of the offender ; and as by ge- 
neral consent, victims have every where been slain, and 
expiatory sacrifices have been offered up on innumerable 
altars. fFherewith shail I come before tke Lord^ and bow 
before the Most High God t Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings^ and calves of a year old f Will the Lord 
be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil f Or, shaU I give my first-horn for my tranS' 
gression ; thejruit of my body, for the sin of my sovX ?— 
These perplexities and agitations of a guilty conscience, 
may be termed preludes, in some measure, to the Gospel of 
Christ. They are the pointings of unenlighte ned nature, 
towards that method of relief, which the grace of God has 
provided. Nature felt its inability to extricate itself from 
the consequences of guilt : the Gospel reveals the plan of 
Oivine interposition and aid. Nature confessed some 
atonement to be necessary : the Gospel discovers, that the 
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necessary atoBemeiit is made. The remedy is ao sooftet 
presented, than its suitableness to the disease appears ; an<) 
the great mjrstery of redemption, though it reaches, hi its 
full extent, beyond our comprehension, yet, as far as it is 
revealed, holds a visible congrnity witii the sentimtnts of 
Conscience, and of Nature. 

Natural and revealed religion prooced from the same 
Author; and, of course, are analogfous and eonsistent. 
They are part of tilie same plan of Providence. They 
are connected measures of the same system of government. 
The serious belief of the one, is the best preparation for 
the reception of the other. Both eoneur in impressing our 
mind with a deep sense of one most important troth, which 
is the result of this whole discourse, That as we sow noto 
tM nmgt rmp; that under the government of Ood, no one 
shall be permitted, with impunity, to gratify his crindnal 
passions, and to make light of the great duties of life. 
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HAVE YS HEARD OF THAT SUN^BRiaHT CLIKB t 



Have ye heard, bare ye heard, of that sun-bright clime, 
Unstain'd by sorrow, unhurt by time, 
Where age hath no power o'er the fadeless frame, 
Where the eye is fire, and the heart is flame ; 

Have ye heard of that eun-bright clime? 
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There are rivers of water gushing there, 
'Mid blossoms of beauty strangely fair ; 
And a thousand wings are hovering o'er 
The dazzling wave and the golden shore, 

That are found in that sun-bright clime. 

There is the city whose name is Light, 
With the diamond's ray, and the ruby bright ; 
And ensigns are waring, and banners unfurl, 
Over walls of brass, and gates of pearl, 

That are fixed in that sun-bright clime. 

There are mytftds «f forms «rray*d in white, 
Beings of beauty clothed in ligfht : 
They dwell in their own immortal bowers, 
'Mid the fadeless hues of countless flowers, 

That spring in that sun-bright clime. 

Ear hath not heard, nor eye hath seen, 
Its swelling songs, or its changeless sheen ; 
For the vest of light, and harps of gold. 
And crowns of glory, wax not old. 

Or fade, in that sun-bright clime. 

But far away is this sinless clime, 
Unstain'd by sorrow, unhurt by time ; 
'Tis where the song of the seraph swells. 
Where the radiant Lord of brightnest dwells, 
Where amid all things fair is given, 
The home of the just, and its name it Heaven, 
The name of that san*bright clime. 
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WHAT IS HEAVEN? 



I once addressed an infant group 

And asked them what they thought of heaven ? ' 

Alas ! man's loftiest wing doth stoop ; 

Marred are his thoughts with earthly leaven. 

Each brought, to swell that unknown joy, i 

What most did please his infant will : | 

Some favored hope, some loved employ ; 

But all, though fair, was earthly still. j 

Heaven—said a lip that echoed sweet 

The bliss that gemmed a joy-fraught eye,— ^ 
Heaven is a place where all things meet j 

Of loveliest bloom in yonder sky : j 

The wood, the stream, the upland fell ' 

By ever-vernal breezes fanned, 
With landscape bright, snd shady dell. 

All gladden that celestial land. 

Nay, said a voice of solemn sound, 

Heaven is a temple vast and high. 
Where ceaseless anthems echo round 

A bounplless star-crowned canopy. ! 

I 

Heaven, mused a contemplative child, 

Is thought's own world, unvezed by care : 
Sweet are the hours by thought beguiled, 

And I may think for ever there. 
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No ; 'twere not good to be alone. 

Shouted a voice of social joy : 
Heaven is a banquet round a throne, 

A hallowed feast of sympathy. 

Heaven is the native home of love, 

Echoed a note attuned to woe ; 
And sweet 'twill be to join above 

The friends we loved and wept below. 

And one did speak of prayer and praise ; 

And one of sighs for ever fled : 
And each did bring some gem to raise 

Those mansions of the sainted dead. 

And heaven was pure, and heaven was calm ; 

And woes were past, and sins forgiven : 
Nor wanting was the radiant palm. 

Or harp, to crown the joys of heaven. 

Yes, Saviour I all deKgkts are there 

That ear can list, or eye can see; 
But that which maketh heaven so fair— • 

Oh ! 'tis to be fore'er with thse. 

IFrom 0ie ChritHan Obterver.] 



A REFLECTION. 

The longest life is a period scarcely sufficient to prepare 
for death : compared with this work, all other business is 
vain and trivial, as the toil of emmetts in the path of the 
traTeller, under whose foot they perish for ever ; and com- 
pared with the happiness which follows that' preparation, 
all enjoyment is unsubstantial and evanescent, as the 
colours of the bow that appears in the interval of a storm, 

R 



[!»] 



SERMON VI. 



The Siinday BoliooL^ 



Matthew six. 13, 14. Then were there brought wUo kim 
little children thai he should pvi kish0mdi on them and 
pray : and the disetples rebuked them, Bui Jesue said^ 
Suffer little children^ and forbid them not^ to come unto 
me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

The subject of this discourse is indicated by the name of 
the Society, at whose request I appear in this place, llie 
Sunday School — ^this is now to engage our attention. I 
believe, I can best aid it by expounding the principles on 
which it should rest and by which it should be guided. I 
am not anxious to pronounce an eulogy on this and simi- 
lar institutions. They do much good, but they are des- 
tined to do greater. They are in their inftncy^ and are 
only giving promise of the benefits they are to confer. 
They already enjoy patronage, and this wHliner^aae cer- 
tainly, necassarily, in proportion as they shall gtow ki 
efficiency and usefuhiflss. I wish to say sometUi^ of the 
great principles which should preside over them, and of 
the modes of operation by which they can best accompliah 

* This Sermon was pronounced before the Sunday •School So- 
elety, by the Kev. Willi AU B. Channino. 
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th^r Qii4- ThiB ^isGOurse, tii^)Hg^ e^peciftUy da«igne4 for 
Sunday schooU) is, ia truth, equally apf licable to domestic 
ijastruction. Parent^ who i^ve aii^iou4 to, train up their 
children in tl^ psaths of Christian vijrtue, will find in every 
pnnoip^e and mle, 90W ta he laid down, 9 guide for ^eir 
own stepa* I(ow. tq reach, influence, enlighten, elevate the 
yo^thf^l mind, this is the grai^d topic.; ^i^ who ought not 
to, he intereM^d in it? Sot who has not an IntMsrest in the 
young I 

I propose to set helore you my- views under the follow- 
ing head9. I shall oonsldftr, first, the Principle on which 
sudi schools should he fojanded; next, their EniJ^ or great 
object; in the third plioe. What they should teach; and, 
lastly, How they shQulcl teach. Thesp (^visipni^ iif there 
wf re time to. fill them up, would exhaust the suhject. I 
«ha}l s^isfy n^self wUh offeriinig you nfhat sef m to me the 
9iost important views under eack 

1 1^, firsf^ to consider theprindiple on whi^h the Sunday 
^ool should be founded. It mu^ he. (ounAod i^nd car- 
ried, OB i^ Faith. You muet not establish it from imita- 
tion, nor set it in motion because other septs have ailopted 
a like machinery. The Sunday school must he founded 
on and sustained by a stoong f^ith in its us^lnesv* its 
woitli, its impoirtadace* Faith is the spring of all ener- 
getie action. MtiK throw their souls into objects^ only 
because they believe them to be attainable 4nd worth 
pursttitw^ You must have fiiith in your sehoojl ; and for 
tlu9 end you must haire £uth in Qod ; in the child whom 

you teach; and in the Sleijiptures whMd^ are to he taught 

r2 
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You mast have faith in God ; and by this I do not mean 
a general belief of his existence and perfection, bat a faith 
in Mm as the Father and Friend of the children whom you 
instruct, as desiring their progress more than all human 
friends, and as most ready to aid you in your efforts for 
their good. You must not feel yourselves alone. Yon 
must not think when you enter the place of teaching, that 
only you and your pupils are present, and fhat you have 
nothing but your own power and wisdom to rely on for 
success, You must feel a lugh presence. You must feel 
that the Father of these cMldren is near you, and that he 
loves them with a boundless love. Do not think of God 
as interested only in higher orders of beings, or only in 
great and distinguished men. The little child is as dear 
to him as the hero, as the pMlosopher, as the angel ; for 
in that child are the germs of an angel's powers, and God 
has called him into being that he may become an angel. 
On this faith .every Sunday school should be built, and 
on such a foundation it will stand firm and gather strength. 

Again, you must have faith in the child whom you in- 
struct. Believe in the greatness of its nature and in its 
capacity of improvement. Do not measure its mind by 
its frail, slender form. In a very few years, in ten years, 
perhaps, that child is to come forward into life, to take on 
him the duties of an arduous vocation, to assume serious 
responsibilities, and soon after he may be the head of a 
family and have a voice in the government of his coun- 
try. All the powers which he is to put forth in life^ 
all the powers which are to be unfolded in his endless be- 



ingy are qow wrapt up within l^m. T^hsLt n^ind— ^(yt ypu, 
nqr I, nor ^n ange], «aii cpmprehe^ijt! F«el tlu^t your 
spbolar, young «^ he is, 19 worthy of your IntensfBst iu- 
te^est. Have faith in his nature, e^pe^ially a§ fitted for 
religion. Do not> as «ome do» loqk o^. the chil4 a« horn 
under the curse of God^ as naturally ho^ti(e to all goodr 
ness and truth. What! the qhild totally depraved 1 Can 
it be that such a thought ever entered thp mi^ of ft human 
being ? especially thjit of a parent ! What ! in the beauty 
of childhoQ4 uid yo^th| iA that open brow, that cheerful 
smile, do you see the brand of total corriiption ? Is it a 
little fiend who sleeps so sweejblj on his mother's breast ? 
Was it an in&nt demon, which Jesus took in his arms and 
said, '^ Of such is the kingdom of heaven ?'' Is the child, 
who, as you relate to him a story of suffering or gene- 
rosity, listens with a tearful pr kindling eye and a throb- 
bing heart, is ^ a child of bell ? As spon could I look 
on the sua and thinjc it thp source of dari^ness, as on the 
countenance of childhood or of youth, and see total de- 
pravity written there. My friends, we should believe any 
doctrine sooner than this, for it tempts us to curse the day 
of our birth ; to loathe our existence \ and, by making 
our Creator our worst foe and o)fr feUow-creatures hate- 
ful, it tends to rupture all the ties which bind us to 
God and pur race. My friends, have faith in the child ; 
not that it is virtuous and holy at birth ; for virtue or 
holiness is noty canapt be bom with us, but is a free, vo- 
luntary efiCovt of a beijfg who knows the dintinction of 
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right and wrong, and who, if tempted, adheres to the 
right ; but have fiiith [in the child as capable of knowing 
and loving the good and the tme, as having a conscience 
to take the side of duty, as open to ingenuous motives for 
well-doing, as created for knowledge, wisdom, piety, and 
disinterested love. 

Once more, 700 must have faith in Christianity as adap* 
ted to the mind of the child, as the very truth fitted to en- 
lighten, interest, and improve the human being in the first 
years of life. It is the property of our' religion, that 
whilst it stretches beyond the grasp of the mightiest intd- 
lect, it contracts itself, so to speak, vrithin the limits of 
the narrowest ; that whilst it famishes matter of inex- 
haustible speculation' to such men as Locke and Newton, 
it condescends to the ignorant and becomes the teacher 
of babes. Christianity at once speaks with authority in 
the schools of the learned, and enters the nursery to instil 
with gentle voice celestial wisdom into the ears of infancy. 
And this wonderful property of our religion is to be ex- 
plained by its being founded on, 'and answering to, the 
primitive and most universal principles of human nature. 
It reveals God as a parent, and the first sentiment which 
dawns on the cluld is love to its parents. It enjoins not ar- 
bitrary commands, but teaches the everlasting principles 
of duty ; and the sense of duty begins to unfold itself in the 
earliest stages of our being. It speaks of a future* world 
and its inhabitants, and childhood welcomes the idea of 
angels, of spirits, of the vast, the wonderful, the unseen. 
Above all, Christianity is set forth in the life, the history. 
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the character of Jesus ; and his character, though bo sub- 
lime, is still 80 real, so genuine, so remarkable for sim" 
plicity, and so naturally unfolded amidst the common scenes 
of life, that it is seized in its principal features by the child 
as no other greatness can be. One of the excellences of 
Christianity is, that it is not an abstruse theory ; not wrapt 
up in abstract phrases, but taught us in facts, in narra- 
tives. It lives, moves, speaks, and acts before our eyes. 
Christian love is not taught us in cold precepts. It 
speaks from the cross. So immortality is not a vague pro~ 
mise. It breaks forth like the morning from the tomb near 
Calvary. It becomes a glorious reality in the person of 
the rising Saviour ; and his ascension opens to our view, 
the heaven into which he enters. It is this historical form 
of our religion which peculiarly adapts it to childhood, 
to the imagination and heart, which open first in child- 
hood. In this sense the kingdom of heaven, the religion 
of Christ, belongs to children. This you must feel. Be- 
lieve in the fitness of our religion for those yon teach. 
Feel that you have the very instrument for acting on the 
young mind, that you have the life-giving word. 

Having considered the faith in which the Sunday school 
should be founded, I proceed now to consider the end, 
the great object, which should be proposed and kept 
steadily in view by its friends. To work efficiently and 
usefully, we must understand what we are to work for. In 
proportion as an end is seen dimly and unsteadily, our 
action will be vague, uncertain, and our energy wasted. 
What, then, is the end of the Sunday school? The great 
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end it, to awaken the soul of t)be pupil, tp bring liia mides- 
standing, conecience and hearty into earnest, yigoxous 
action, on religious an4 moral truth— rto excite and cbfirish 
in him Spiritual Life. Inward life, forc^ activity, this 
it must be our aim to call forth and buUd up in aU our 
teachings of the young, especially in religiona teacMng. 
You must never forget, my friends, whether parents or 
Sunday-school instructors, what kind of a being you are 
acting upon. Never forget that the child is a rational, 
moral, free being, and that the great end of educatiou 
is to awaken rational and moral energy within him, and 
to lead him to the free choice of the right, to the free de- 
termination of himself, to truth and duty. The eluld is 
not a piece of wax to be moulded at another's pleasure, 
not a stone to be hewn passively into apy shape which 
the capj^ce and interest of others may dictate ; but a 11 vi^, 
thinking being, made to act from principles in his own 
heart, to distinguish for himself between good and evil, 
between truth and fietlsehood, tp form himself t^ be in an 
important sense the author of his own char^ter, the deter- 
miner of his own future being. This most imxM)rtant view 
of l^e child should never forsake the teacher. He is a 
free, moral agent, and our end should be to 4cve1op such 
a being. He must not be treated as if he were unthinking 
matter. You can make a house, a ship, a statue, without 
its own consent. You determif^e the ma^l^.ii^s, which 
you form, wholly by your own wilL The child has a 
will as well s^ yourselves. The great desigil of hjs being 
is, that he should ^ctfram himself and on hia^elfl He can 
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understand the perfection of his nature, and is created that 
he may accomplish it from free choice, from a sense of 
duty, from his own deliherate purpose. 

The great end in religious instruction, whether in the 
Sunday school or family, is, not to stamp our minds ir- 
resistibly on the young, but to stir up their own; not 
to make them see with our eyes, but to look enquiringly 
and steadily with their own ; not to give them a definite 
amount of knowledge, but to inspire a fervent love of 
truth ; not to form an outward regularity, but to touch 
inward springs ; not to burden the memory, but to quicken 
and strengthen the power of thought ; not to bind them 
by ineradicable prejudices to our particular sect or peculiar 
notions, but to prepare them for impartial, conscientious 
judging of whatever subjects may, in the course of 
Providence, be. offered to their decision ; not to impose 
religion upon them in the form of arbitrary rules, which 
rest on no foundation but our own word and will, but to 
awaken the conscience, the moral discernment, so that they 
may discern and approve for themselves what is everlast- 
ingly right and good ; not to teU them that God is good, 
but to help them to see and feel his love in all that he does 
within and around them ; not to tell them of the dignity 
of Christ, but to open their inward eye to the beauty and 
greatness of his character, and to enkindle aspirations 
after a kindred virtue. In a word, the great object of all 
schools is to awaken intellectual and moral life in the 
child. Life is the great thing to be sought in a human 
being. Hitherto most religions and governments have 
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been great contrivances for extinguislung lifis in the hmjAan 
soul. Thanks to God, we live to see the dawning of a 
better day. 

By these remarks, I do not mean that we are never to 
give our children a command without assigning pnr 
reasons, or an opinion without stating our proo& Ttusf 
must rely on us in the first instfince for much t^t they 
cannot comprehend ; but I mean that our great aim in con- 
trolling them must be to train them^to control themselves ^ 
and our great aim in giving them instruction, must be to 
aid them in the acquisition of truth for themselves. As 
far as possible, religion should be adapted to their minds 
and hearts. We should teach religion as we do nature. 
We do not shut up our children from outward najK^re, 
and to require them to believe in the great l^ws of the 
Creator, in the powers of light,, h^, steam, gxavity-rron 
our word alone. We put them in the presouce of natuse. 
We delight to verify what we te^h thm of <^ miBWHi)!, 
animal, and vegetable worlds, by &cts plafe4 iui4f!F ^iKS^ 
own eyes. We encourage them to observe for themselves 
and to submit to experiment what th^y l^ar. Non^ all 
the great, principles of morals and raligioo niay be. illus- 
trated and confirmed, like the great \9^w^ of najl^res by 
what &lls luider t^ phild*s own, c^nspiovsv^ess anfl exr 
perienoe. Indeed, great nftond and religioiis trutha axe 
nearer to him than the prijueiplea.of natmrai soieno^. T^ 
germs of them are in his soul. AU the elementary ido^ of 
God and duty, and love and hi^xpiness, cpme to kim from 
his own spiritual powers and affections. Moral good and 
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evil, viiiiu6 and vice, are revealed to him in his own mo- 
tives of action and in the motives of l&ose aroand him. 
Faith in G6d and virtue doeb not depend on assertion 
alone. Religion carHes its owli evidence with it more 
than Ustory or science. It should rest more on the soul^s 
Own consciousness, ex]MiHence, and observation. To wake 
up t^e soul to a dear, affectionate perception of the reality 
and truth, and greatness, of religion, is the great end of 
teaching. 

The great danger of Sunday schools is, that they will 
fall into a course of mechanical teaching, that they will 
give religion as a lifeless tradition, and not as a quicken- 
ing reality. It is not eilioogh to use words conveying 
ttttth. Tiiith must be so given that the mind will lay 
hold on, will recognise it as truth, and will incorporate it 
with itself. The most important truth may lie like a dead 
WBight on tbe mind, just as the moftt wholesome food, for 
want ofactionin the digestire organs, becomes an oppres- 
sive load. I do not thi^ that so much harm is done 
by 'giving error to a child, as by giving truth in a lifeless 
form. What is the misery of the multitudes in Christian 
countries? Not that they disbelieve Christianity; not 
that they hold great errors, but that truth lies dead within 
tlwm. Hiey use the most «acted words without mean- 
ing. They hear of spiritual rtalities, awfiil enough to raise 
the dead, with utter unconcern ; and one reason of this in- 
senaibilityis, that teaching in eariy Hfewasso mechanical, 
Diat religion was lodged in the memory and the unthink- 
ing belief, whilst the reason was not awakened, nor the 



.'?* 



192 THA euK0AT soaooL. 

conscience nor the heart oioTod. Aooordiqg to tibe com- 
mon modes of instruction) the miade of the young beeome 
worn to great truths. By reading the Seripturee .without 
thought or feeling, their minds are duUed to its jsost 
touching and sublime passages ; and, when once a jMssage 
lies dead in the mind, its resurrection to life and power is a 
most difficult work. Here lies the great danger of Soar 
day schools. Let us never forget, that their end is to 
awaken life in the minds and hearts of the young. 

4e 4^ * * * 4( « 

The Gospels are to be the study of the Supday 
school teacher, and of all who teach the young; and. the 
great object of study must be, to penetrate to the fpirit 
o£ the divine writings, and above all things to compre- 
hend the spirit, character, purpose, motives, love of Jesus 
Christ. He is to be the great study. In him, his religion 
is revealed as no where else. Much attention is now given 
and properly given, by teachers, to what may be called the 
letter of the Gospels, to the geography of the country 
where Christ lived, to the customs to which he refers^ to 
the taste of society wluch surrounded him. This knowledge 
is of great utility. We should strive to learn the circum- 
stances in which Jesus was placed and lived, as thoroughly 
as those of our own times. We should study the men 
among whom he lived, their opinions and passions, their 
hopes and expectations, the sects who hated and opposed 
him, the superstitions which prevailed among the learned 
and the multitude, and strive to see all these things as 
vividly as if we had lived at the very moment of Christ^s 
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miustry. But all this knowledge is to be gained not for 
its own sake, but as a means of bringing ns near to Jesus ; 
of letting us into tbe secrets of his mind; of revealing to 
us his spirit and character, and of bringing out the full 
purpose and import of all that he did and said. It is 
only by knowing the people among whom he was born, 
and brought up, and Hyed and died, that we can fully 
comprehend the originality, strength, and dignity of his 
character, his unborrowed, self-subsisting excellence, 
his miraculous love. We have very few of us a concep- 
tion, how Jesus stood alone in the age in which he lived, 
how unsustained he was in his great work, how he found 
not one mind to comprehend his own, not one friend td 
sympathise with his great purpose, how every outward in- 
fluence withstood him ; and, for want of this concep- 
tion, we do not regard Jesus with the interest which his 
character should inspire. * ♦ . ♦ 

The first aim of the teacher will of course be, to fix the 
attention of the pupil. It is vain that you have his body 
in the school-room, if his mind is wandering beyond it, or 
refuses to fasten on itself the topic of discourse. In com- 
mon schools attention is fixed by a severe discipline, in- 
compatible with the spirit of Sunday schools. Of course 
the teacher must aim to secure it by a moral influence over 
the youthful mind. 

As the first means of establishing an influence over 
the young, I would say, you must love them. Nothing 
attracts like love. Children are said to be shrewd 
physiognomists, and read, as if by instinct, our feelings 
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IB oar eountetiAiieesj-tlMy know and are draUm to ilinr 
friends. 1 reoentlj aeked^ how « tingiilarly BQCcessfdl 
teacher in religion obtunod lus reftarkable ascendancy 
jover the young. The reply was, that lus whole inter* 
course expressed affection. His secret was a sinceva lore. 

The next remark is, that, to awaken in the young an 
interest in what you teach, you must take an interest in it 
yourselves. You must not only understend, %ut feel, iShe 
truth. Your manner must have the natural aninwtien, 
which always accompames a work into wlueh our heafis 
enter. Accordingly, one of the didef qnalifications of 
a Sunday-school teacher is rdigious sensibiUty. Old and 
^oung are drawn by a natural earnestness of manner. 
Almost any subject may be made interesting, if iJie teacher 
will throw- into it his soul. 

Another important rule is. Let your teaching be intelH* 
gible. Children will not listen to words which excite 
no ideas, or only vague and misty conceptions. Sjpaak 
to them in the fiimiliar, simple Isnguage, of comfloon 
life ; and if the lessons have difficult terms, defiiie th^mi. 
Children love light, not darkness. Choose topics of 
conversatioh to which their minds are equal, aiid pasa 
from one to another by steps wMch the young cad fellow. 
Be clear, and you will do much towards being interesting 
teachers. 

Another suggestion is. Teach . much by questknis. 
These stimulate, stir up the young mind', and make it its 
own teacher. They encourage the spirit of in^iiy, the 
habit of thought. Questions, skilfully proposed, turn the 
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child to hia own coMeiousQefls and ^xpeiieikce» 'ind wiU 
often draw out from his own soul ^. truth'whieh yon 
yg'uh to iRipart: apd no Icnon is so wj^ .kamed, as that 
which a man or child teaches Mmselfi . '^ 

Again,, teach gtaiihically where jou can. - That is, 
wh^i jou are dlaeonisbg of any narrative of Scriptnn or 
relating an incidelijt from other sources, try to jBeize its 
greiU points and to place it befone the eyes of yo«r pupils. 
OnltiTate ttie power of descrip^on. A story well told, 
and in which tha most impv^rtant partaculars arc bronght 
out in a strong light, not only fixes attention, but often 
carries truth farthest into the souL 

Another rule is, Lay the Mef stress 4m what is mo|!t 
Mspdrtant in religion^ Do not conduct the child over the 
C^ospels as over a dead le?d. Seize on the great pointe, 
the great idoas. Do not confound the essential and the 
unesaential, or insist with the same earnestness on gnmd, 
oomprehensiTe, Ufe-giring truths, and on disputable artn 
des of fiuth. immense injury is done by teaching donbt- 
&1 or secondarjs doctrines^ as if they were the weightiest 
matters of Christianity; for, as time rodk over the chikl, 
and his mind unfolds, he discorers that one and another 
dogma, which he was taught to regard as fundamental, 
is oncertun if not false, and his scepticism is apt to 
spread from this weak point over the whole Christian 
syotem. Make it your aim to fix in your pupils the 
g^nd principles in which the essence of Christianity con* 
aists, and which all tame and experieBce serve to confirm ; 

82 
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and, in doings this, you will open the mind to all truth ai 
fkst as it is presented in the course of Providence. 

Another rule is, Carry a cheerful spirit into religious 
teaching. Do not merely speak of Christianity as the 
only fountain of happiness. Let your tones and words 
bear witness to its benignant, cheering influence. Youth 
is the age of joy and hope, and nothing repds it more 
than gloom. Do not array religion in terror. Do not 
make God a painful thougnt by speaking of him as pre- 
sent only to see and punish sin. Speak of his fatherly 
interest in the young with a warm heart and a beaming 
eye, and encourage their filial approach and prayers. On 
this part, however, you must beware of sacrificing truth 
to the desire of winning your pupil. Truth, truth in her 
severest as well as her mildest forms; must be placed before 
the young. Do not, to attract them to duty, represent 
it as a smooth and flowery path. Do not tell them that 
ihey can become good, excellent, generous, holy, without 
effort and pain. Teach them that the sacrifice of self- 
will, of private interest and pleasure, to others' rights 
and happiness, to the dictates of conscience, to the will of 
God, is the very essence of piety and goodness. iBut at 
the same time, teach them that there is a pure, calm joy, 
an inward peace, in surrendering evory thing to duty, 
which can be found in no selfish success. Help them to 
sympathise with the toils, pains, sacrifices of the philan- 
thropist, the martyr, the patriot, and inspire contempt 
of fear and peril in adhering to truth and God. 

I will add one more rule. Speak of duty, of religion. 
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afl somfething ml, just as. you ^pqak of the.ia<(ereftt8 o| 
this life. Do not speak, ai if you w^re repfijitiQ&iVoi;d8 
received from tradi4aon» Ht as if you wc^ talking, of 
tU»gs^ whick you kaye seen and.knova. .Notkingat: 
tiActs old and young more than a tone of reedity, tke 
natural tone of stifong conviction. Speak to them of J 
God as a real being, of beaven as a real state, of duty. 
aQ. a real obligation. Let them see, that you regard 
Christianity as intended to bear on real and commooi life, 
tbat you expeet every principle which. you teack to be 
aeied out, to be made a rule in the concerns of every 
day. Show the application of Christianity to the familiar 
scenes and pursuits of life. Bring it out to them as the 
Great Reality. So teach, and you will not teach in vain. 
J hare thus set before you the principles on which Sun- 
day tckools should rest, and by which they should be 
guided. If they shall, in any degree, conform to these 
principles, and I trust they will, you cannot, my friends, 
cherish them with too much care. Their purpose cannot 
be .spoken of too strongly. Their end is, the moral and 
religious education of the young, and this is the most 
prasdng concern of our times. In all times, -indeed, it 
has strong claims; but it was never, perhaps, so important < 
as now, and never conld its neglect induce such fearful 
consequences. The present is a season of great peril to 
the rising generation. It is distinguished by a remarkable 
development of human power, activity, and freedom. The 
progress of science has given men a new control of nature, 
and in this way has opened new sources of wealth and mul- 

s3 
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tilled 1lie'iiiMm8.«findiiigenee, and in «n equal degree 
BNiltijilied teuptatidne to Worldltnessycnpidlty, and eiime. 
Oar.tSnieff are stiH more distingnished hj ilie spirit of 
IHMrty and innervailion. Old hittitations and nsages, the 
old restramts «a tfaeyoung, hare beenliroken-down. Men 
of all conditions and ages, think, speak, write, act, with a 
freedom nnknown * before. Our times hare their adyan- 
tages. But we must not hide from ourselves onr trae 
position. This increase of power and freedom, of which I 
have spoken; tends, in the first instance, to unsettle moral 
prineiptes, to give to men's minds a restlessness, a wast 
of stability, a witdness of opinion, an extraragance of 
desire, a bold, rash, reckless spirit. These are times of 
great moral danger. Oittward restraints are removed to an 
unprecedented degree ; and, consequently, there is a need 
of inward restraint, of the controlling power of a pare re- 
ligion, beyond what was ever known before. The prin* 
ciples of the yonng are exposed to fearfnl assaidts, and 
they need to be fortified with peculiar care. Temptations 
throng on the rising generation with new violenee, and 
the power to withstand them must be proportionably in- 
creased. Society never needed such zealous efforts, vwsk 
nnslumbering watchfulness for its safety, as at this mo- 
ment ; and without ^thfnlness on the part of pat«nt8 
and good men, its bright prospects may be tumtdinio 
gloom. 

Sunday schools belong to this period of society* They 
grow naturally from" the «xtemion of knowledgv, in con- 
sequence of which more are qualified to teach than in 
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fdfintr timBBy and tbey are suited to pwpate the yoimg for 
ikt- severe triais irluck await tkem in life. As siicb> let tbem 
be daerisbcd. The great question lor pafents to atk 
is, how thejr may stnengtfaen tbeir children ftgaiast temp* 
tatioDy how they can implant into them puinciplies o£ duty^ 
purposes of virtue, which will withstand allstomng, and 
which will grow up into all that U genevous^ just^h^l^i^ 
&!» and holy, in feeling and action. The question, how 
your diildren may prosper most in life, should be secondary. 
Give them force of character, and you will give them moae 
tlma a fortune. Give them pure and lofty principles, and 
you will give them more than thrones. . InsUi into them 
Christian benevolence and the love of God, and you enrich 
them more than by laying worlds at their feet. Sunday 
schools are meant to aid you in the great work of forming 
your children to true excellence. I say they are meant to 
aid you, not to relieve you from the work, not to be your 
substitute, not to diminish domestic watchfulness and 
teaching, but to concur with you, to give you fellow- 
laborers, to strengthen your influence over your children. 
Then give these schools your hearty support, without 
which they cannot prosper. You indeed sustain interest- 
ing relations to society, but your great relation is to your 
children ; and in truth you cannot discharge your obliga* 
tions to society by any service so effectual, as by training 
up for it enlightened and worthy members in the bosom of 
the family and the church. 

liike all schools, the Sunday school must owe its influence 
to its teachers. I would, therefore^ close this discourse 
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with sayifig, that tlie mast f ifted in 9at ecagiiegattan can* 
not find a Wjwtiuer fiald of labor tium tiie Snndaf Khooi. 
The noblift'work'en eavth is to Mt irHh an deTailiAff power 
on a humtn ephfit. The greatSBt men of past times have 
not been politicians or warriors, who have influenced the 
outward policy or grandeur of kingdoms; but men, who^ 
by their deep wisdom and generous sentiments, have given 
light and life to the minds and hearts of tiieir own age, and 
left a legacy of troth and virtue to prosperity. Whoever, 
in the humMest sphere, imparts Chid's truth to one human 
spirit, partakes their glory. He labors <m an immortal 
nature. He is laying the foundation of imperishable ex- 
cellence and happiness. His work, if ht saeceed, wfll out* 
live empires and the stars. 



THE DELUGE. 

BT BfBS. ROLLS. 



When o*er the mountains roae the orb of day, 
And spread o'er vale and plain his cheering ray, 
How sweird the human bosom witb delight. 
As the rich landscapes burst upon the sight I 
The ripening harvest waved in golden pride. 
And clustering vineyards clothed the hillock's side ; 
Whence rose the song which lightened labour's toil. 
As bow'd the swain beneath the luscious spoil ; 
Where the fair valley spread her bosom green, 
WhatTtried forms of busy life were seen t 
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There toil'd the hind^ the hunter led the chase. 
Or the bold warrior moved with martial gnce ; 
Whilst blooming beautj euH'd the opening flower» 
Or led the dance through pleasure's roseate bower ; 
Then, half-conceal*d beneath the cedar's shade, 
The humble dwelling its white walls displayed ; 
Or the proud city's loftier domes arise. 
Where pomp and grandeur caught th' admiring eyes. 

Fair was the scene I but guilt sad pain were there ; 
The tyrant master, and the slave's despair ; 
The haughty brow, that heaven's just God defied, 
The lust of pleasure, and the rage of pride ; 
There, from their bowls, the midnight revellers reel ; 
There the fell murderer grasps the reeking steel : 
By rapine led, the plunderers track their way. 
Through waste and slaughter, to their hapless prey ; 
Whilst age and infancy lament in vain. 
Or bleed, the victims of the impious train. 

Mustering his wrath, awhile his anger stay'd ; 
Till full their cup, the Lord of Heaven delay' d 
To pour his vengeance ; as the whirlwind sleeps, 
Ere o'er the main with furious blast it sweeps, 
Then burst at once, on earth*B astonbhed train. 
The raging tempest and tremendous rain ; 
Whilst pealing thunders heaven's vast concave rend. 
And, struck by lightning, rolling rocks descend ; 
High heaves the ocean's bed — the o'erwhelming tide 
Rushes against the mountain's yielding side ; 
'Tis vain for succour to those hills to fly, 
For now not e*en their loftiest tops are dry ; 
Beast, man, and city, share one common grave. 
And calm above them rolls the avenging wave ; 
Whilst yon dark speck, slow floieiting, now contains. 
Of beast or human life the sole remains. 



[202] 



THE LAST DAY. 



Haak ! from tbe d««p of hoftven, ft tnunpot-sonnd 
Thunders tho dissy uniTerfte ftround ; 
From YkoHh to ootith, ttom eaot to west it rolls, 
A blftit ihftt summons ftll ereated souls ; 
The detd awftkon from their dismftl sleep : 
The soft hss heftrd it ; ooilingup with dresd, 
Myriftds of mortftls ilftsh from out her bed t 
Tho grftree II7 open, snd, with swfal strife, 
The dust of ftges stftrtles into life ! 

All who have bresthed, or moyed, or been, or felt ; 
All they sround whose cradles kingdoms knelt ; 
Tyrants and warriors, who were throned in blood : 
The great and mean, the glorious and the good. 
Are raised from every isle, and land, and tomb, 
To hear the changeless and eternal doom. 

But while the universe as wrapt in fire, 
Ere yet the splendid ruin shall eipiro, 
Beneath a canopy of flame behold, 
With starry banners at his fe^t unroll'd. 
Earth's Judge: around seraphic minstrels throng, 
Breathing o'er golden harps celestial song ; 
While melodies aerial and sublime 
Weave a wild death-dirge o'er departing Time. 

Imftgination t furl thy wings of fire^ 
And on Eternity's dread brink expire; 
Vain would thy red and raging eye behold 
Visions of Immortality unroU'd ! 
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The last, the fiery chaos hath begun, 
Quenched ia the moon and blackeu'd ia the sun ! 
The stars have bounded through the airy roar ; 
Crush'd lie the rocks, and mountains are no more ; 
The deep unbosom'd, with tremendous gloom 
Yawns on the ruin, like creation's tomb ! 

And, lo ! the living harvest of the £arth, 
Reap'd from the grave, to share a second birth ; 
Millions of eyes, with one deep dreadful stare, 
Gase upward through the burning realms of air ; 
While shapes, and shrouds, and ghastly features gleam, 
Like lurid snow-flakes in the moonlight beam. 

Upon the flaming Esrth one farewell glance ! 

The billows of Eternity advance; 

No motion, blaat, or breeie, or waking sound 1 

In fiery slumber glarea the world around ; 

Tis o'er : from yonder cloven vault of heaven, 

Throned on a car by living thunder driven^ 

Array'd in glory, see, th' Eternal come ! 

And, while the Universe is still and dumb, 

And hell o*ershadow'd with terrific gloom, 

To immortal myriads deal the judgment doom ! 

Wing*d on the wind, and warbling hymns of love, 

Behold ! the blessed soar to realms above : 

The cursed, with hell uncovered to their eye, 

Shriek— shriek, and vanish in a wlnrhrind cry ! 

Creation shudders with sublime dismay, 

Aid in a blazing tempest whirls away ! 

J. M. 
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THE BETTER LAND. 

** I hear thee epeak of the Better Lend, 
Thou callest its children a happy band ; 
Mother ! Oh where is that radiant shore ? 
Shall we not seek it, and weep no more? 
Is it where the flower of the orange blows, 
And the fire-flies glance through the myrtle-boughs ?" 

— " Not there, not there, my child I" 

" Is it where the feathery palm-trees rise, 
And the date grows ripe under sunny skies ? 
Or 'midst the green islands of glittering seas, 
Where fragrant forests perfume the breeze, 
And stranji^e, bright birds^ on their starry wings. 
Bear the rich hues of all glorious things V* 

— "Not there, not there, my child!" 

" Is it far away, in some region old, ' 
Where the rivers wander o*er sands of gold 1 
Where the burning rays of the ruby shiae. 
And the diamond lights up the secret mine, 
And the pearl gleams forth from the coral strand ? — 
Is it there, sweet mother, that better land V* 

— " Not there, not there, my child ! 

*' Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy ! 
Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy ; 
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair — 
Sorrow and death may not enter there ; 
Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom, 

« 

For beyond the clouds, and beyond the tomb, 

—It is there, it is there, my child !" 

Hem AM s. 
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MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

Almiohtt and eternal God! who bast created me after 
thine own image and likeness ; who hast made me capable 
of loTing thee, and enjoying thee eternally; I adore thee 
with all humility as my sovereign Lord. O Father of mer- 
cies ! I dedicate to thee my body and my soul, and all that 
I am ; and because, through the weakness of my mor- 
tal nature, I can do no good thing without thee, grant 
that all I shall do or suffer this day, by the help of thy 
grace, may tend to thy glory and the salvation of my own 
soul ; and now I am going to the place of thy public wor- 
ship, let thy Divine Spirit assist me in the duty and service 
I am about to perform. Touch me with such a sense of 
thy presence as may fix my wondering thoughts, compose 
my tumultuous affections, stir up my flat and cold desires, 
that I may be devout, serious and attentive. Let me ever 
esteem it my privilege and happiness to have a day of rest 
set apart for thy service and the concerns of my soul ; and 
let me employ it to all those holy purposes which thou hast 
appointed. Extend, O Lord, thy pity and compassion to 
the whole race of mankind. Enlighten the Gentile world 
with the knowledge of thy truth, and bring into thy flock 
thy ancient people the Jews ; and let all who name the 
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name of Christ depart from iniquity. Bless all my friends, 
relations, and acquaintance. Unite us all, O God ! to one 
another by mutual lore, and to thyself by the constant 
practice of piety and holiness. And in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, I conclude my imperfect prayer, saying 
in his words. Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 
I THANfe thee, O God! for, the especial blessings of this 
sacred day ; that I have been admitted to the privilege of 
joining in the assemblies of public worship to offer up my 
praises and prayers to thy Divine Majesty, and to hear thy 
holy word read and preached. Cause the great truths in 
which I have been instructed, to sink deep into my heart, 
and to bring forth in me the fruits of a holy and religious 
life. Pardon, I beseech thee, the coldness of my heart, the 
wanderings of my thoughts, and whatever else thou hast 
seen amiss in me this day. Grant that I may go to rest in 
peace and charity with all my fellow-creatures, forgiving 
those who have offended me, as I hope and pray to be for- 
given of thee. Enable me throughout the week, upon 
which I have this day entered, to keep thy laws and obey 
thy commandments. Let thy blessings be upon my actions, 
and let thy wisdom direct my intentions, that so the whole 
course of my life, and the principal design of my heart, 
may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that, which 
is righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

O God ! by whom the world is governed and preserved, 
I, thine unworthy creature, under a thankful sense of thy 
providential care, draw nigh unto thee to offer my morn- 
ing sacrifice of prayer and praise. I thank thee that thou 
hast protected me from all the dangers of the night ; con- 
tinue thy goodness to me through this day, and preserve 
me from all dangers both of body and soul. Suffer me not 
to forget the lessons of holiness which I was taught on thy 
day of sacred rest, but dispose me to manifest in my be- 
haviour, tms day and during the week, the blessed effects 
of thy word and means of grace. I thank thee, O Heavenly 
Father, for all the time thou hast given me, and acknow- 
ledge that I have greatly wasted and misused it. May I 
do so no more ; make me to remember that every day is 
thy gift, and to be used both in thy service, and in doing 
the work of my salvation. Enable me to resist the temp- 
tations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and dispose 
me to follow in all things the motions of thy good Spirit ; 
not trusting to my own strength or wisdom, but looking 
to thee for grace to establish me in every good work and 
word. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Most gracious and merciful God! who art of purer 

eyes than to behold iniquity, and hast promised mercy and 

forgiveness to all them who confess and forsake their 

fiins ; I come before thee in an humble sense of my own un- 

^worthiness, acknowledge my manifold transgressions 

t2 
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against thy righteous laws in thoaght, word, and deed. 
O Gracious Father, who desirest not the death of a sinner, 
look upon me, I beseech thee, in thy son Jesus Christ, and 
for the merits of his sufferings, be thou merciful to me 
in the pardon of my sins, make me deeply sensible of the 
great evil and danger of them^ and work in me a hearty 
contrition. Accept, O Lord, as the testimony of my love 
and charity, my hearty intercessions for all mankind. Let 
the glorious light of thy Gospel shine upon all nations, and 
grant that all who have already received it may live suit- 
ably to it. O Lord, I beseech thee to continue thy gra- 
cious protection to me this night. Into thy hands I com- 
mend myself, my soul and body, my substance, dwelling, 
and all things that belong to me. And O Lord, make me 
mindful of that time when I shall lie down in the dust ; and 
grant me grace always to live in such a state that I ittay 
never be afraid or unfit to die. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 
Blessed be thy name O God, now and for ever more ; 
and thrice blessed be the great and glorious Majesty of 
heaven, who hath preserved me the night past, and saved 
me from the sleep of death. O holy Jesus, the Morning 
Star, the Day-spring from on high, who comest down to 
visit us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death ; guide my feet in the way of peace. 
Arise, O Sun of Righteousness, upon my darkened soul, 
with healing in thy wings. Make me a child of the light 
and of the day, show me the way in which I should walk. 
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for unio thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O raise up 
my soul out of earthly desires. Quicken my dullness in thy 
service. Comfort me in all my sadness. Dispel all those 
mists of ignorance and error which cloud my understand- 
ing. Release my heart from the bondage of sin and Satan, 
and from the fetters of all temptations unto e?il, and so 
strengthen me to run in the way which thou hast com* 
manded, that I may obtain what thou hast promised. Ljet 
no persecutions either of my bodily or spiritual adversaries 
rob me of the hope thereof. Let no false suggestions either 
withdraw my heart from the love of thy truth, or from the 
practice of it in all the actions of my life. Let thy loving 
kindness vouchsafe to quicken all my holy desires and 
endeavours, that when the few days of this life are ended, I 
may inherit that endless life which thou hast prepared for 
all who love and fear thee, through Christ our Lord. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 
Blessed be God that it hath pleased him to add 
another day to the years of my life ; that none of his judg- 
ments, to which, for my sins, I am liable, have fallen upon 
roe. Accept, O God! of my unfeigned thanks for these 
and all thy mercies, from day to day conferred upon me. 
Add to this all thy favours, I beseech thee, that I may never 
forget to be thankful. May the Almighty God take me, 
my relations and friends, my benefactors and my enemies, 
under his gracious protection this night, and keep me in 
perpetual peace and safety. I beseech thee for all who are 
my enemies, not for judgment and vengeance, but for 

q3 
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mercy, for the remimum of thitir sini, and for their eternal 
happiness. Delirer me from the terrors pf the night, and 
from the pestilenoe that walketh in darkness. Let my 
sleep be friee from sin : preserve me from evil dreams and 
evil spirits. Into thy hands I commend myself, my spirit, 
my sonl and body. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Most gracious Lord God! the Well-Spring of all oar 
comforts here, and the snre and certain Foundation of aU 
oar hopes hereafter, look down from hearen upon one who 
humbly begs leave to renew his thanks to thy Divine Ma- 
jesty. I confess that I am under thy protection. I have 
this night slept secure, and praised be thy holy name that 
I am now in health and safety. O most merdM Father t 
forgive me all the unworthy returns I have made for the 
manifold favours I have received from thee ; and grant me 
for the time to come such a sense of thine infinite goodness 
and mercy, that I may love thee with all my heart, with all 
my soul, and with all my strength ; that I may study to 
please thee in all things, and be afraid of nothing so much 
as of thy W'rath and indignation. Grant me a right under- 
standing of thy will and grace, so as to use this world as 
not to abuse it, that neither the cares of this life nor the 
deceitfiilness of riches may ever make me neglect the great 
work of our salvation. Assist me, O Lord, this day in 
all my honest labours and endeavors, and grant that 1 may- 
take nothing in hand but what is agreeable to thee my 
God : to whom also I heg humbly to commend my soul 



I 



PRATBRB. 211 

and body, and all that sta&d in any relation to nie> be- 
seeching thee of thy great goodness to take me under thy 
protection, and defend me from all evil, and to lead me in 
the way I should go ; so that while I am engaged about 
things temporal, I may neither forget the things that are 
eternal, nor be unmindful of that great and solemn account 
which I shall give when thou shalt call me to judgment at 
the last day. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Blbssbd Lord! correct and subdue all those proud 
and lofty thoughts which would persuade me that there is 
any thing in me, which can deserve the least &vour from 
thee, or that I am better than others, because I enjoy some 
blessings which they are without. If thou dost vouchsafe 
to bestow prosperity upon me, I acknowledge it thy bounty, 
and infinitely above my merit ; and if thou dost afflict me 
with loss of friends, of fortune, and of liberty, i confess 
it is much less than my sins have deserved, and that it is 
of thy great mercy that 1 am not absolutely consumed. O 
Lord ! open mine eyes that I may have a clear and unin- 
terrupted sight of all the wonderful things which thou hast 
done for me. Let me not live as if I were a stranger to 
thy commandments, and knew not what is my duty to thee. 
Infuse into my heart such an awe and fear to displease 
thee, that no allurements and invitations of the false plea- 
sures of the world may seduce me from my obedience to thee, 
no scofft and reproaches of wiekedand profime persons may 
lessen my reverence to any tMng which ^ou hast com- 
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manded me to do, and that no examples of any person 
whatever, may lead me to do anything that may divert, or 
lessen thy fatherly kindness towards me. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

Almighty God ! Maker of all things ! Father of all 
mankind; receive my morning tribute of prayer and praise. 
Thou alone hast preserved me to this day ; it is through 
thy mercy that I have this opportunity of magnifying and 
praising thy holy name. I bless thee for the returning 
light ; and if my soul have contracted ought of evil dur- 
ing the night season, cleanse it, I beseech thee, by thy 
Divine Spirit, and dispose it to thy service. Grant that I 
may this day be set forward in my Christian course ; that 
I may be more able to resist temptation, more mindful of 
thy presence, more desirous of thy grace. Make me thank- 
ful for all thy mercies, and mindful of the wants of others : 
tender-hearted and compassionate, forgiving others, even 
as thou. Lord, hast promised to forgive me. Be merciful 
unto all men. Convert the sinful ; strengthen the weak- 
hearted ; . raise up them that fall : and finally beat down 
Satan under our feet. I humbly thank thee, O Heavenly 
Father, for the continuance of thy mercies : for all the 
good gifts which thou hast bestowed upon me ; for my life, 
my senses, my worldly substance, my means and oppor- 
tunities of grace. But above all, I desire to praise thee 
for thy blessed Son, and for the redemption which he has 
wrought ; and I beseech thee, for the sake of that great 
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Mediator and Intercessor, to accept of these imperfect pe- 
titions. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

Almighty God! upon whom depends the existence of 
the world, and by whose providence I have been preserved 
to this moment, and enjoyed many undisturbed advan- 
tages, gratefully accept my humble sense and acknow- 
ledgments of all thy beneficence towards me. Deliver me 
from the evil consequences of ail my transgressions and 
follies ; endue me with such dispositions and powers as may 
carry me innocently and safely through all future trials ; 
and enable me, upon all occasions, to behave myself con- 
formably to the laws of reason, piously and wisely. Suf- 
fer no being to injure me, no misfortune to befall me. In- 
terpose that I hurt not myself by any error or misconduct 
of my own. Vouchsafe me clear and distinct perceptions 
of things, and grant unto me as much health and pros- 
perity as may be good for me. May I at least pass my 
time in peace, with contentment and tranquillity of mind : 
that having endeavoured faithfully to discharge my duty 
to my family and friends, ?ind laboured conscientiously to 
improve myself in all religious habits, and in the perform- 
ance of all Christian habits, and in the performance of all 
Christian duties, I may at last make a proper and happy 
departure from this world, and then find myself in some 
better state, through Christ our Lord. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

GiVB me, O Lord ! an humble quiet, peaceable, patient, 
tender, and charitable mind ; and in all my thoughts, words, 
and deeds, to have a taste of thy Divine Spirit. Give me, 
O Lord, a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity, a love 
of thee, incomparably above the love of myself, that 1 may 
love nothing to thy displeasure, but every tbing in order 
to thy satisfaction. Pardon, O Lord, my boldness in 
making such high petitions, being so vile a sinner, and so 
unworthy to obtain the lowest. Take from me this luke- 
warm or rather cold manner of meditation, and this dull- 
ness in prayer. Give me fervour and delight in thinking 
of thee and thy grace, earnestly to desire, and especially 
to rejoice in, the holy sacrament of the altar ; and duly to 
thank thee for thy gracious visitation therein, and at that 
high memorial with tender compassion to remember and 
consider thy most bitter death upon the cross. Lord, give 
me patience in tribulation, and grace in everything to con- 
form my will to thine, that I may truly say. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven ! The things, good Lord, 
that I pray for, give me grace to labour for. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Holy Jesus! who camest down from heaven, and 
wast pleased to pay that dear ransom on the cross for me, 
on purpose that thou might redeem me from all iniquity, 
and purify unto thyself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
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works ; I beseech thee to write thy law in my.heart, that 
I may see it, that I may know thee, and the power of thy 
resurrection, and express it in turning my foot from mine 
iniquities; that I no longer^flatter myself with a formal 
external serving of thee, with being a hearer of thy word, 
partaker of thy sacraments, professor of thy truth, a 
knower and teacher of thy will ; but that I labour to join 
to these a uniform, faithful obedience to thy holy gospel ; 
a ready, cheerful subjection to thy kingdom ; that thou 
mayst rule in my heart by faith ; and that I, being dead 
unto sin and living unto righteousness, may have my fruit 
unto holiness, may grow in grace, and in the practical know- 
ledge of thee. 

SATURDAY MORNING. 

The light of heaven again shines upon me ; and I de- 
sire to join my voice with the whole family of heaven and 
earth, to oflTer up to thee, the Creator of light, my morn- 
ing adoration and homage, and to pay my tribute of grati- 
tude and praise to thee, my Preserver. Thy sun has already 
dispelled darkness from the world, and is diffusing heat, 
and light, and numberless blessings upon men. O Father 
of light and of love, shine into my heart with the light of 
truth, and dispel the clouds of error and of prejudice ; in- 
spire into me the pleasing hopes, and bestow on me the 
comforts that arise from true religion ; and implant in me thy 
likeness, th& image of my Creator, in righteousness and true 
holiness ; and teach me to know thee, as far as such a crea- 
ture can, the only living and true God, and Jesus Christ 
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Whotd ttibu ftasl'gen*. ' Gfeveme, O Oradotrt Either, ilear 
'i^^lf4^oTi\if^ro^^lMn^, cotifletfceticHng to regai*a me and 
ffiy tiiinli^eSt cbiieenrt^,' ^hat Itaay'be reconciled to till tthie 
%teW«MMiti;''W3(nfr'injr heart w love to thee, with 
«K6' foVe ^i ^odiKiSK, bFpurity, and of all thy moral per- 
fiiytidAi?; Aiaf^ ftjr 4^, my felth and trust in thee may he 
increased iiiA ^ren^&ened ; arid that I may rejoice' Uhit 
ril' tiie'-diterent 'diSpehsfatidns of my life are in thy hand, . 
iii the haildvyftay'heaveiily Father. Enlighten my miiiid, 
0'06ff, %itli thfe lileasittg views of immortality ; and" dispel 
rfioste t\<3i6!&s 6f dbubt and uncertainties which keep 'tewik 
fi^om'ir!!^' tte "perfect enjoyment of those gloi'ibus hopes. 
EftcOuMg^ me, O heaVenly Father, in the faithful discharge 
if tiiy 'diitfes. ' ' Guide me by thy counsel ; support me lii 
itiy joiimey by thy strength; hold me up by thy prbmises." 
Atilmste me with the patience and perseveran<^e of* our 
blessed Lord and Master, who, for the joy that was 'i^t 
before him, endured the cross, despised the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of Ood. In his 
name I offer up my prayers. Amen, 



SATURDAY EVENING. 
Great and glorious Lord God I I desire to prostrate 
myself with all humility before thy Divine Majesty, under 
a deep sense of my unworthiness. With sorrow I confess, 
and acknowledge thy infinite mercy and goodness to me, 
and my own vileness and ingratitude to thee. O Lord 
God ! most gracious and reconcilable, pity and pardon me. 
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With all my heart, O God ! do I^ now renew the sacred 
vowj which, alas ! I have so often violated. Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thy sight, but I return 
with the prodigal. O let thy paternal kindness descend on 
me, even on me, O my Father 1 and for Jesus Christ^s sake 
mercifully receive me. Grant, O Lord, that I may to- 
morrow show a due regard to all the parts of thy worship ; 
that I may enter into thine house with recollected thoughts, 
composed behaviour, becoming reverence and sincere in- 
tentions of love; that I may hear thy word with a serious 
attention, with a true heart, and a particular application. 
May I to-morrow and ever, O Lord, have awful thoughts 
of thee. May I never mention thy holy name unless on so- 
lemn, just, and devout occasions. May I never mention it 
on those occasions, without acts of love and adoration. O 
let it be the great business of my life, to loye and glorify 
V thy holy name by all the means I can ; by my lips, by my 
conversation, and by a public confession of thee before men, 
even to death, whenever thou art pleased to call me to it. 
Grant these petitions, blessed Lord, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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THERE'S JiQ7^W<C^ ^BUA BUT HEAVEN. 
This world is all a fleeiing Bhoir, 

In man's -UHmmii given ; 
The smiles of joy, the iefiirs of woe. 
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow ; 

There's nothing true but heayen 1 

And falttte tin tight on glory's plume, 

As fading httes of even ; 
And love, and hope, and beauty's bloom. 
Are blossoms gathered for the tomb ; 

There's nothing bright but heaven ! 

Poor wanderers of a stormy day. 

From wave to wave we're driven ; 
And fancy's flash, and reason's ray,^ 
Serve but to light the troubled way ; 
There's nothing calm but heaven! — M. 



ON THE PROSPECT OF DEAT^. 

O thou unknown Almighty Cause 

Of all my Hope and fear, 
In whose dread presence, ere an hour, 

Perhaps I must appear ; 

If I bave wandeyfd in tl^se patfap 

Of life I ougl^ to ji|Luii, , 
4ssp)aet]|j|iglc(ud.l7,-iamfr>r(t|wt .; (■>' 

Remonstrates I hava^^n* v- 
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Thou knovest that thou bast formed me 

With passiooft wil^ «i|4 atrong, 
And listening to their witching roioe, 

Has often led me wrong. 

When human weakness has come shirrt/- ' '^ 

Or frailty aUptaaidf; 
Do thou all good, for such tMou M%„, , . 

In shades of darkness hide< 

When with intention I have erred. 

No otiier plea I have, 
But thou art good, and goodiMH M\ » • 

Delighteth to forgive*— B« . 



" GOOD LORD DELIVER VS.*'^Liiany.) 

In the dark season of distress, 

In sickness, want, or woe ; 
If friends desert, or foes oppress, 

Or trouble lay me low ; 
If 'reft of those I fondly love, 

From earthly ills I flee, 
To seek sweet comfort from above, 

Oood Lord deliver me ! 



If wealth be mine — from all the snares 

Which riches with them bring, 
Opression, avarice, worldly cares, 

Ambition's goading sting ; 
From pride, and from thftt woHt offence, 

Forgetfiilness of Thee^* 
Whose hand that #ealth did flnt dfspen 

Good Lord dHher mo! 
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When on the bed of de«lh» a prey 

To gloomy thoughts I lie— 
Or worn by slow disease away, 

Or rack'd with agony; 
Stung with remorse for what hath been, 

And dreading what may be. 
When death hath closed this moital scene ; 

Good Lord deliver me I 

And, oh ! in that appalling hour, 

When clouds around thee spread, 
Thou com'st array'd in pomp and power, 

To judge both quick and dead ; 
When trembling, shrinking from thy face. 

Thy servant thou shalt see, 
A suppliant at the bar of grace, — 

Chod Lord deliver me! J. L. 



THE END. 
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